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Erginzung f7 haqqihi nach Mabsip XXX 207 Z. 4 v. u.; “alashi sollte
man danach erwarten, '

Der Name Barakat hdufig in der Mamlikenzeit, s. A. SCHIMMEL, -

Indices zar Chronik des Ibn I'yas (Bibliotheca Islamica 5f), S. 23—25;
fiir die frithere Zeit finde ich nur Abii ’1-Barakat, so z. B. Ibn al-Atir,
Chronicon ed. ToRNBERG X1V (Index), S. 174, aber auch dieser Name ist
nicht alt (fehlt z. B. im Tabari-Index).

7. 9. amdahu: vgl. PEDERSEN, Eid S. 13 amda ’l-yamin ,,den Schwur
unbedingt, unwiderrufbar machen*. Die Stelle kénnte allerdings auch
wa-imda thT bi-sw’ @l gelesen und so verstanden werden, daf3 der Richter-
_ stellvertreter auf Antrag der Klédgerin dieser die Vereidigung schriftlich
bezeugen 148t (vgl. sacmAU, Muh. Rechi S. 705), also ,,und seiner Ge-
nehmigung auf Antrag®.

Z. 14(a). Der gekriimmte vertikale Strich unter der Zeugenunterschrift
begegnet in dhnlicher Form auch A PEL I nr. 68y, (dazu S, 251 u. Plate
XVIII) und steht wahrscheinlich als Abkiirzung fiir famm ; so auch aus-
geschrieben APEL II nr. 140y, I414. Gemeint ist natiirlich famma
"l-i$had : so ausdriicklich sAARIsSALO, Wagf-Document S. 13 Anm. 5.

A Letter of Ibn Taimiyya to Abtu [-Fida’
edited by

DR. SERAJUL HAQUE, DACCA UNIVERSITY, EAST PAKISTAN

In 1936 in the course of my investigations into a collection of treatises
in MSS. named “Al-Ma'arif al-“Aqliyya etc.” preserved in the India Of-
fice Library, London under the signature Delhi Collection, Ar. 1854, 1
unexpectedly discovered the following letter of Ibn Taimiyya to Prince
Abu 1-Fida’, the then Governor of Hama, along with another tract of
Ibn Taimiyya named Mas’ala f7 qurb al-‘abd ila l-rabb wagurb al-rabb
1la I-“abd. The Mss, are in quarto, each page containing 15—16 lines. The
letter in question is undated and fills 5 pages, beginning from fol. 121b and
ending in fol. 125b.

We do not know exactly what prompted Ibn Taimiyya to write this
letter to Aba 1-Fida’, nor has any of his biographers so far as I know
ever thrown any light on it. But from the last part of his letter it appears
that it was written on the request of some person, whose name is un-
fortunately suppressed in the MS., and was meant to serve him as a
letter of introduction to the Sultan. The recommendation, however, is
couched in rather vague terms, so that no further conclusions can be
drawn from them. There is, on the other hand, a possibility of fixing the
date of this letter: for the addressee, the wellknown historian Aba 1-Fida’
is styled in the preamble of the letter as “as-Saiyid as-Sultan al-Malik
al-Mu’ayyad’”. Now we know that these titles were conferred upon Abii
1-Fida’ on Muharram 17, 720 A. H./March, 1, 1320 A.D.). The letter,
therefore, must be written in the last decade of Ibn Taimiyya’s life,
perhaps before Sha‘ban 726 A. H./July 1326 A. D., when he was im-
prisoned a second time.

The mam purport of this letter is to eonvey Ibn Taimiyya’s views
on some controversial questions connected with the problem of revela-
tion and reason and with the views of philosophers and scholastic theo-
logians thereon. In addressing the Sultan, Ibn Taimiyya alludes to

1) Cf. BROCRELMANN in EI s. v. Abu I-Fida’.
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this problem by inserting the following blessing after the Sultan’s titles:
“May Allah help him in developing in him the perfection both of the

theoretical (nazariyya) and the practical (‘amaliyya) faculties.” For he-

goes on saying that perfection of these two faculties rests on guidance
(huda), and on right conduct (rashad) or orthodoxy (d7n al-haqq) re-
spectively. The Prophet was possessed?) (Surah 48, 28) of these two facul-
ties and (Surah 53, 1—4) free from their opposites, viz. error (dalal) and
deviation (ghaiy) because he received the highest message from Allah
through revelation (Surah 53, 4). Prophets differ with regard to this
revelation (Surah 17, 57 and 2, 254), of which there are (Surah 42, 50—1)
three kinds: (x) inspiration of the prophets either in- awake-
ness or sleep, (2) speech from behind a veil (Surah 19, 53), and
(3) speech through the medium of an angel. Here Ibn Tai=
miyya in commenting upon Surah 45, 17 derives qur’an from gara’ ‘‘to
manifest”’, not from gara “to gather”. Some revelation is shared by non-
prophets (Surah 5, 111 and 28, 6) and he admits that a certain degree of
prophecy was attained by philosophers like Ibn Sind and others. But he
emphatically denies that Aristotle, the vezier of Alexander of Macedonia
(not of DhiiI-Qarnain mentioned in the Koran) had any share in prophecy.
His contemporaries were worshippers of the celestial planets and were
unaware of prophets like Abraham and Moses. Empedocles, Pythagoras,
Socrates, and Plato had at least believed in the creation of the celestial
spheres but Aristotle did not do so but even went so far as to profess the
doctrine of the eternity of the Spheres. Ibn Taimiyya refers his reader
here to his Magalat al-<alim 7 mas alat hudith al-alam wagidamih and
reminds him of the disputes arising from this problem about the nature of
Allah’s speech and actions, and also about the problem of the continuance
of the phenomena and especially the question of the existence of such
phenomena which have no beginning in the past nor end in the future.
According to Ibn Taimiyya, the orthodox view in this question is the

belief in one eternal being whilst in his opinion the philosophers’ theory of ,

the eternity of the world is absurd. This leads our author to the problem
of reason and religion which according to him has been solved by the
Prophet’s companions and their orthodox followers by maintaining that
the intellectual proofs and the proofs derived from tradition are both
equally true and interdependent: the proofs of reason tally with the
teachings of the prophets, and the proofs derived from the Koran show

1) Koranie quotations are given according to the numbering in FLUGEL'S
edition.
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existence of the Creator, His attributes and His uniqueness are known,
so that by guidance and true religion the Muslim community has
attained a degree of perfection unknown to other communities (Surah
3,100). IbnTaimiyya quotes Surah 22, 45 and 50, 36 to show that both
reason and tradition are necessary for salvation. Without intellectual
proofs no knowledge of the Koran and the Sunnah is possible, They must,
however, be supplemented by the teachings of the Prophet for there is no
contradiction possible between revealed religion and pure reason, and all
theories based on this misconception are in Ibn Taimiyya’s opinion
wrong, e. g. (1) that the prophets spoke to the multitudes on theological
matters in an imaginary language, or (2) that they spoke metaphorically
so that the meaning of their words can only be discovered by inter-
pretation, or (3) that some of the words of the prophets are equivocal and
that “none save Allah knoweth its interpretation” (Surah 3,-5). After
some remarks about the different meanings of t@’w7l “interpretation” the
author’s discussion of theological questions comes rather abruptly to an
end. What follows are some recommendatory lines in favour of the person
at whose request this letter was written,
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