MISZELLEN
At Cock-Crow: Some Muslim Traditions About the Rooster
Roberto Tottoli (Napoli)
Legends and traditions concerning animals can be found in every genre of Muslim literature. An analysis of this material provides an interesting insight into the
study of Muslim tradition and shows the change and development of older beliefs.
A number of comprehensive studies dealing with traditions about animals from various angles have been published recently.1) An animal which features in many traditions, but which has never been studied, is the rooster (dlk). In the following pages
an attempt to analyze this material is made, pointing out the features of the rooster's
image in Muslim literature.
The most striking feature to be noted in the material concerning the rooster
(dlk) is the particularly high favour in which this animal is held in Muslim traditions. SuyütT (d. 911/1505) dedicated a booklet to the rooster,2) collecting many traditions about it, but he was not the first to do this. It is SuyütT himself, who, at the
beginning of his book, says that Abu Nuayin al-Isfaham (d. 430/1038) had already
written something (juz) dealing with the rooster.3) SuyutT's book is a collection of
traditions, a sort of book offadail, about the virtues of the rooster. Another very
positive description of the rooster can be found in the famous Hayät al-hayawan
by Damm (d. 808/1405).4)
!

) A general introduction to the argument can be found in H. Eisenstein, Einführung in die arabische Zoographie, Berlin 1990; to his rich bibliography must be
added the following recent contributions: M. Cook, "Early Islamic dietary law"
JSAI, 7 (1986), 217-277; G. Canova, "Serpenti e scorpioni nelle tradizioni arabo-islamiche," Quaderni di studi arabi, 8 (1990), 191-207, 9 (1991), 219-244; R. Tottoli,
"II bastone di Mose mutato in serpente nell'esegesi e nelle tradizioni islamiche,"
AION, 51 (1991), 225-243, 383-394; M. J. Kister, "The locust's wing: some notes
on locusts in the hadlth? LeMuseon, 106 (1993), 347-359.
2
) SuyütT, Kitöb al-wadikßfadl al-dlk, Cairo 1322 H. I would like to thank Prof.
J. Sadan who gave me a copy of this book.
3
) Suyutl, Kitab al-wadlk, 2.
4
) ffayat al-hayawän, Cairo 1978, I, 489-497; see the English translation by
Der Islam Bd. 76, S. 139-147
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Some relevant hadlths attributed to the Prophet account for the positive evaluations of the rooster. In one of these traditions, mentioned by various sources with
only slight differences, the Prophet stated: "When you hear the crowing of the rooster, ask God for His favour, because it sees an angel, but if you hear the braying of a
donkey, seek refuge in God from the devil, because the donkey sees a devil."5) In particular the rooster's crow is held in high esteem in Muslim traditions, because it
wakes people for the morning prayer. Another hadlth says that the Companion
Zayd b. Khälid heard the Prophet say: "Don't insult the rooster, because it summons
us to the prayer (i.e. when it wakes people in the morning) ,"6) In other versions of this
A. S. G. Jayakar: Ad-Darmm's Hay at al-fyayawan (A Zoological Lexicon), I, London
1906,800^811.
) Ibn AbT Shayba, al-Musannafft l-ahadlth wa-l-äthär, ed. by S. M. al-Lahhäm,
Beirut 1989, VII, 130; BukhärT, SaMh, Beirut 1992, IV, 439 no. 3303; Muslim, Sahlh,
ed. by M. F. !Abd al-Baqi, Cairo 1991, IV, 2092 no. 2729; NasäX Kitäb al-sunan al-kubrä, Beirut 1991, VI, 234 no. 10780; Tirmidhl, Al-Jämi*al-sahlh, Cairo 1975, V, 508
no. 3459; Ahmad b. Hanbai,Musnad, ed. by . M. al-DarwIsh, Beirut 1991, III, 175
no. 8070, III, 206 no. 8275; Abu Yalä,Musnad, ed. by H. S. Asad, XI, 128 no. 6254;
Abu Däwüd, Sunan, Cairo 1988, IV, 329 no. 5102; Daylami, al-Firdaws bi-maihür alkhitäb, Beirut 1986,1,267 no. 1037; Ibii Balabän, al-Ihsän bi-tartlb sahlhlbn Hibbän,
Beirut 1987, II, 175 no. 1001; Ihn Humayd, al-Muntakhab min musnad *Abd b. Humayd, Cairo 1988, 117 no. 278, 423 no. 1448; al-Muttaqi al-Hindl, Kanz al-ummäl
sunan al-aqwäl wa-l-afäl, Beirut 1979, XII, 333 no. 35272,
421 no. 41662;
Suyütl, Kitäb al-wadlk, 4; Damin, Hayät al-hayawän, I, 490; Suyüti, al-Jämi* alsaghlr, Beirut n.d., I, 107 no. 695; Ibn Qayyim al-Jawziyya, al-Manär al-munif f l
°l-sahäh wa-l-dalf, Cairo n.d., 56 no. 79: Ibn Qayyim says that this is the only reliable
hadlth concerning the rooster, 130 no. 294.
6
) Ahmad b. Hanbal, Musnad, VIII, 159 no. 21737; Abu Däwüd, Sunan,
329
no. 5101; NasäX-fiTiiäfe al-sunan al-kubra, VI, 234 no. 10781; Tabaräm, al-Mujam alkabir, Cairo n.d., 240-1 nos. 5209-5212; Ibn Balabän, al-Ihsän, VII, 493 no. 5701;
Jähiz, Kitäb al-hayawän, ed. . M. Harun, Cairo 1965-9, II, 258; Suyütl, Kitäb alwadlk, 3; al-MuttaqT al^Hindl, Kanz al-ummäl, XII, 333 no. 35271, XII, 335 no.
35286-7; eAym, 'Umdat al-qärl, Cairo 1972, XII, 346; Damm, Hayät al-hayawän,
I, 491; see also KulTm, al-Käß, VI, Tehran 1379 H., 550. The connection between
the crowing of the rooster and the awaking in the morning is well attested in every
culture and not only in Muslim traditions; see also in pre-Islamic poetry, for instance,
Labid in Jähiz, Kitäb al-hayawän, II, 298; and see also, for further evidence, Sammlungen alter arabischer Dichter. I: Elapma 'ijjät, ed. by W. Ahlwardt, Berlin 1902, 47;
al-Aeshä, in R. Geyer, Gedichte von Abu Baslr Maimün Ibn Qais al-Ä'sänebst Sammlungen von Stücken anderer Dichter des gleichen Beinamens und von al-Musaiyab ibn
'Alas, London 1928, 36 (V, 15), 51 (VIII, 11); Musayyab b. !Alas in R. Geyer, Gedichte,
351 (VIII, 2), 358 (XIX, 2); I would like to thank Prof. A. Arazi and the Concordance
of the Arabic Poetry at the Hebrew University in Jerusalem, where I was able to find
the verses of pre-Islamic and early Islamic poetry concerning the rooster (dlk) durBrought to you by | Freie Universität Berlin
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tradition, the Prophet said to a man who cursed a rooster that was crowing: "Don't
curse it, because it summons us to prayer."7) This tradition states very clearly that
the rooster is a praiseworthy animal because when it crows it wakes people and invites them to the ritual prayer. The main virtue of the rooster and its most important skill is its ability to know the time during the night.8) The rooster is one of
the animals the Prophet forbade the castration of.9) Its crowing is one of the sounds
God likes most, along with the voice of the reciter of the Qur'än and the voice of the
man asking God's forgiveness a little before daybreak.10)
Other hadit hs point to the connection between the crowing of the rooster and the
ritual prayer; Muhammaad said that "the crowing of the rooster and the flapping of
its wings are its ruku&ndsujud"11) Some traditions even attempt to explain what it
says when it crows. One such tradition says that the crowing of the rooster is one of
the three voices that please God most.12) And the Prophet, in answer to a question by
'All b. AbiTalib, said that "when the rooster crows it says 'Bear God in mind, negligent people!5"13)
Muhammad's fondness for roosters, and in particular his preference for the
white rooster, is also attested in his words stating that "the white rooster is my
friend, my friend's friend and my enemy's enemy."14) In other versions Muhammad
said that "the white rooster is my friend and the friend of every believer,"15) or
that "the white rooster16) is my beloved and the beloved of my beloved Gabing my year in Jerusalem (1993-4); this stay was made possible by a scholarship
granted by the Lady Davis Fellowship Trust.
7
) !Abd al-Razzaq, al-Musannaf, Beirut 19832, XI, 263 no. 20498; Ahmad b.
Hanbal, Musnad, VI, 59 no. 17031; Tabaram, Al-Mujam al-kabir, 240 no. 5208;
NasäX Kitäb al-sunan al-kubra, VI, 234 no. 10782; HumaydJ, al^Musnad, Beirut
1988, II, 356 no. 814; see also al-Muttaqi al-Hindi, Kanz al-ummäl, XII, 336 no.
35289.
8
) Damin, Hayät al-hayawän, I, 489.
9
) Damm, Hayät al-hayawän, I, 492.
l
°) IbshThi, al-Mustatrafß kullfann mustazraf, Beirut 1991, 560.
u
) Suyütl, Kitäb al-wadlk, 7310; Kulim, al-Käß, VI, 550; al-Muttaqi aUHindl,
Kanz al-ummal, XII, 332 no. 35270; about this motif in Jewish traditions see L.
Ginzberg, The Legends of the Jews, Philadelphia 1909-38,1, 44, 62.
12
) Daylami, al-Firdaws, II, 101 no. 2538; al-Muttaqi al-Hindi, Kanz al-ummal,
XII, 335 no. 35285; Suyütl, Kitäb al-wadlk, 12; and see above, n. 10.
13
) Baghdad!, al-Ikhtisas, Tehran 1971, 136; Thalabt, Qisas al^anbiya, Cairo
1954, 295, 413-4.
14
) Suyütl, Kitab al^wadlk, 6, 7, 8,10; al-Muttaqi al-Hindi, Kanz al-ummal XII,
333 nos. 35273-6, XII, 334 no. 35279, XII, 336 no, 35288.
15
) Kulinl, al-Kafl9 VI, 550; see also Jähiz, Kitab al-hayawan, II, 259; Damm,
Hayät al-hayawän, I, 490.
16
) Arab text: al-dik al-abyad al-afraq, the meaning ofal-afraq is not clear; see
for its different meanings when relating to the rooster, E. W. Lane, An Arabic-Eng-
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riel.. "17) The virtues of the white rooster are made evident in another hadlth,
where the Prophet says that "who takes a white rooster at home, Satan will not
be able to come near it, nor sorcerer/'18) The white rooster should not be killed
and the believer should keep a white rooster because it preserves one from devils
and envious sorcerers.19) Shi'ite traditions seem to underline the virtues of the
white rooster, describing its beauty and the beauty of its crowing,20) but this cannot
be considered an exclusively shitte motif because traditions about the white rooster, as we have seen, are also well attested in sunnite books.21)
Some collections ofhadUh also include prodigious stories which were not included in the major collections because they were probably considered unreliable. It
is said that the Prophet told his Companions: "God has a white rooster with two
wings embellished with chrysolite, sapphire and pearls; one of its wings is in the
east while the other one is in the west, its head is under His Throne while its claws
are in the air."22) Different versions of this tradition add further particulars and relate that this rooster is in the lower earth, and that while crowing, it says: "Be praised
the Most Holy, our Lord, there is no god than Him";23) it is actually an angel, says

lish Lexicon, London-Edinburgh 1863—93,2386 b; see, about the meaning of dreams
involving a rooster abyad afraq, Damm, Hayät al-hayawän, I, 497.
17

) SuyutT, Kitab al-wadik, 7; al-Muttaqi al-HindT, Kanz al^ummäl, XII, 333 no.
35277; cf. Damin, Hayät al-hayawan, I, 490.
18
) SuyutT, Kitab al-wadlk, 9; al-Muttaqi al-Hindi, Kanz al-ummal XII, 332 no.
35268; see also Jähiz, Kitab al-hayawän, II, 207. About the motif in Jewish Traditions, see Ginzberg, The Legends, I, 152, V, 173.
19
) See the traditions in Suyuti, Kitab al-wadik, 10—11; and also IbshlhJ, al-Mustatraf, 560 against killing white roosters.
20
) Kulmi, al-Kafi, VI, 549-550.
21
) See, concerning the white rooster, Suyuti, Kitab al-wadlk, all the previous citations; and Damm, Hayät al-hayawän, I, 490; and see Diyarbakri, Tarlkh alkhamisfi ahwäl an/as nafls, Beirut n.d., I, 56: it is said that the rooster who praises
God, in the tradition mentioned above, is white.
22
) The original source of this hadlth is Tabaram; Suyuti, Kitab al-wadlk, 4;
Damm, Hayät al-hayawän, I, 490-1; al-Muttaqi al-Hindl, Kanz al-ummal, XII,
334 no. 35281, see also nos. 35280, 35282-4. See also IbshThi, al-Mustatraf, 560.
23
) SuyutT, Kitab al-wadlk, 4, and see other versions of the tradition and of the
words in 5-6; and Tabaram, Al-Mujam al-kablr, VIII, 81 no. 7391; Jähiz, Kitäb alhayawän, II, 259; Damm, Hayät al-hayawän, I, 491; al-Muttaqi al-Hindl, Kanz
al-ummäl, XII, 334 nos. 35280f.; Häkim, al-Mustadrak *alä l-sahlhayn, Beirut
1990, TV, 330 no. 7813°; Maqdisi, al-Ba£ wa-l-ta'rlkh, ed. C. Huart, Paris 18991919, II, 11. See, concerning a prodigious rooster found in a treasure in Egypt,
Ibn al-Dawädän, Kanz al-durar wa-jami* al-ghurar, I, ed. B. Radtke, Cairo 1982,
224; Sibt b. al-Jawzi, Mir at al-zaman ta'rlkh al-ayan, I, ed. I. *Abbas, Beirut
1985, 123; MasudI, Murüj al-dhahab, ed. G Pellat, Beirut 1966-79, II, 96 no. 823.
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another version, looking like a rooster, with his feet on the earth and his head under
the Throne.24)
Another well attested image connected to the rooster in Muslim tradition relates
to its pecking.25) The Caliphf Umar b. al-Khattab, in a report, tells his dream of being
pecked three times by a rooster. He sees a premonition of his death in this dream.26) A
hadlth which describes Muhammad's Companions, says that they used to follow him
one behind the other, 'like the comb of a rooster.'27) Jähiz (d. 255/868) says that the
Companions used to take roosters with them on their travels.28)
The Qur'an never mentions the rooster, nor do the exegetical traditions that explain the text refer to material concerning the rooster. The only place in the Qur'än
commentaries where there is mention of the rooster is in the well known episode of
the proof of the power of God given to Abraham, when four dismembered birds are
restored to life. Exegetes usually point out that one of these birds is a rooster (the
others being a raven, a dove and a peacock).29)
In Muslim literature many traditions dealing with the virtues of the rooster and,
in particular, with its crowing, can be found. According to Ibn 'Abbas (d. 68/687), it is
the animal that Iblis hates most, and keeping a rooster at home will prevent the devil
from entering.30) In a tradition relating a dialogue between a poet and a jinn it is said
that the jinn asked him not to mention the rooster in his poems, because this makes
jinn fly away.31) Kissu" (V/XI sec.?) mentions another tradition from Ka'b al-Ahbar
24

) Suyuti, Kitab al-wadlk> 5, Damm, Hayat al-hayawan, I,491; KisaX Qisas alaribiya, 67; Ibshihi, al-Mustatraf, 560.
25
) See, for instance, Ahmad b. Hanbal, Musnad, III, 185 no. 8112, IV, 493 no.
13590.
26
) Muslim, Sahih, I, 396 no. 567; Abu Yalä, Musnad, I, 165-6 no. 184; Hakim,
al-Mustadrak, III, 97 no. 4511; Humaydl, al-Musnad, I, 17 no. 29; TayalisT,Musnad,
Hyderabad 1321 H., 11: but TJmar dreams of one or two pecks; see the two different
versions in Ibn AbT Shayba, al-Musannaf, VII, 241; Damm, Hayät al-hayawän, I,
492-3; Ahmad b. Hanbal, Musnad, I, 68 no. 186, I, 109 no. 341, and also I, 43 no.
89 and I, 114 no. 362 where TJmar adds that it was a red rooster; al-Bazzar, alBahr al-zakhkhär, Beirut 1988, I, 444 no. 314. Concerning the dream of the rooster
as a premonition of death, see Pamlri, Hayät al-hayawän, 496-7.
27
) Ahmad b. Hanbal, Musnad, IV, 433 no. 13269.
28
) Jähiz, Kitab al-hayawan, II, 259.
29
) See Qur. 2 :260; see TabarT, Jämi* al-bayan 'an ta'wll ay at al-Quran, Cairo
1968> III, 51; Samarqandl, Tafslr al-musammä bahr al-ulüm, Beirut 1993, I, 228;
Muqätil, Tafsw, Cairo 1979f., I, 219; Ibn KathTr, Tafslr, Beirut n.d., I, 471; for
further references see R. Tottoli, Le Qisas al-aribiya di Tarafl, tesi di Dottorato,
Istituto Universitario Orientale, Napoli 1996, 403.
30
) KisäX Qisas al-anbiya\ ed. by I. Eisenberg, Leiden 1922-23, 66.
31
) From the Ta'rikh al-mustabsir of Ibn al-Mujawir: in G. Rex Smith, "Magic,
jinn and the supernatural in medieval Yemen: examples from ibn al-Mugawir's
7th/13th century guide," Quaderni di Studi Arabi, 13 (1995), 12.
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(d. 32/652): when the rooster crows at sunrise, a voice from Heaven cries out and says:
where are believers and people making rukua,nd sujudl*2) Another tradition maintains that roosters are the most numerous birds in Heaven.33) Makhül (d. 112/730
ca.) said that he had four favourite things in this world, one of which is the rooster,
that wakes him for morning prayer. When he was asked what he knew about the rooster, Makhül answered that it is the one that most regularly utters the name of God,
and that it is the strongest protection against the devil.34) In other reports, the rooster has five features: its beautiful voice, its ability to awake before daybreak, its sense
of honor, its generosity and its frequent sexual activity.35)
Further evidence of the virtues of the rooster is to be found in various traditions
relating to the figures of prophets. Alongside brief mentions of the rooster, there are
legendary reports in which the rooster speaks iri a truly Muslim way. God sent a white
rooster to the first man, Adam, to prevent him from forgetting the times of prayer.36)
This cock was able to hear the tasblh of the angels in Heaven and was Adam's first
domesticated animal. When this rooster heard the tasblh• in the sky
·/ he started glor3t
ifying God on earth and Adam followed him. ) Other versions of this legend say that
the rooster used to flap its wings when the time of prayer was coming and it used to
call Adam.38) All the roosters on earth stem from this first rooster God gave Adam,
and its invocation is the reason why it is the animal Iblis hates most.39) The rooster
and the dove were Adam's favourite birds.40)
There are also a number of other traditions about the rooster connected to the
prophet Noah. KisäTtells that every living thing cried out to God in complaint about
the disbelief of Noah's people. Noah called on his Lord to destroy them and "KaTb alAhbär said that neither would the roosters crow for them nor would the doves brood
on their eggs."41) It was a rooster which each day signaled dawn to the people in the

32

) KisaX Qisas al-anbiya9, 67.
) KisäX Qisas al-aribiya, 67.
34
) KisäX Qisas al-aribiya, 67.
35
) Ibn Hajar, Fath al-barl bi-sharh al-Bukharl, Cairo 1959, VII, 162; 'Aynl, 'Umdat al-qari, XII, 347.
36
) KisaX Qisas al-anbiya\ 66f., Diyärbakn, Tarlkh al-khamis, I, 55-6; Ibn
lyäs, Kitab badaial^zuhur waqaf al-duhur, n.p. n.d., 45; Hijn, Qisas al-aribiyay
Ms Alexandria Baladiyya 1249, 58 b.
37
) DiyärbakrT, Tarikh al-khamis, I, 55.
38
) KisäX Qisas al-anbiyä\ 66; NuwayrT, Nihäyat al^arab ß funün al-adab, II
Cairo 1923f., XIII, 29.
3Ö
) KisäX Qisas al-anbiya, 66. The tradition tells that the peacock is the favourite bird of Iblis; concerning the preference of the rooster over the peacock, see Jähiz,
Kitab al-hayawan, II, 243 f.
40
) KisäX Qisas al-anbiyä\ 67.
41
) KisäX Qisas al-anbiy&\ 91; translated by W M. Thackston Jr., The Tales of
the Prophets ofal-Kisai, Boston 1978, 97.
33
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Ark with its crowing.42) Wahb b. Munabbih (d. 110/728 ca.) relates the words of this
rooster: "Praise be to the Blessed King. Praise be to Him who has taken night away
and brought the dawn of a new creation. To prayer, Noah! God will have mercy
upon you."43) Its calling to prayer is not the only virtue of the rooster: people can
distinguish between day and night through its crowing.
There is also material relating to the rooster and the Ark. God inspired Noah to
shape the stern and stem of the Ark as the head and the tail of a rooster.44) Moreover
the rooster took under its protection the raven, i.e. the animal that failed to inform
Noah that the deluge had come to an end and that the flood waters were receding.45)
Al-Haysam (d. 467/1075) tells the full account of what happened. Noah charged the
raven with the above mentioned duty, but added that he wanted a guarantor (kaßl)
for it; the rooster guaranteed for the raven. When the raven failed to inform Noah,
the rooster was punished by God: this is why he cannot fly like other birds and why
he dwells indoors.46) The meaning of this tradition is clear: it tries to explain why
such a virtuous bird cannot fly.
Also when the prophet Sälih summoned his people to believe in God, their roosters escaped from them and rushed to the mosque, praying to God and inviting the
people to believe in Sälih.47) The cock is also mentioned in the traditions relating the
destruction of Lot's people; when Gabriel punished them and cast destruction
amongst them, the world was laid waste: the crowing of their roosters was heard
by the angels in the sky.48) Abraham knew that Lot's people had been destroyed
by the crowing of their roosters.49) One tradition maintains that there was a rooster
42

) KisaX Qisas al-anbiya\ 96; An., Qisas al-anbiya9, Berlin, Staatsbibliothek,
Ms or. quart. 1171, 159 b.
43
) KisäX Qisas al-anbiya, 96; translated by. W. M. Thackston Jr., The Tales of
the Prophets ofal-Kisa'i, 102-3; see also, about the rooster in the Ark, *Abd al-Malik b.
Habib, Kitab al-tarikh, ed. J. Ag ade, Madrid 1991, 40 no. 78.
44
) Ishäq b. Bishr, Mubtada al-dunya wa-qisa§ al-anbiya, Oxford, Bodleian Lib.,
Ms Huntingdon 388, 100b; Ibn lyas, Badai al-zuhur, 58; Diyärbakn, Ta'rlkh alkhamis, I, 68; Tha'labT, Qisas al-anbiya, 55; Ibn 'Asakir, Ta'rlkh madinat Dimashq,
fac-sim. ed., Amman n.d., XVII,654. But see Ps-Masudi, Akhbär al-zamän, Cairo
1938, 60: in the shape of&dajjäja.
45
) Ps-AsmaX Qisas al-anbiya (Kitab al-shamil), London, British Library, Ms
or. 1493, 12 a.
46
) Haysam, Qisas al-Quran, Princeton, Ms. Yahuda49, 28a-28b.
47
) An., Qisas al-anbiya, Cambridge, University Library, Ms Add. 3258, 10b.
48
) Other traditions tell that the crowing of the roosters and the barking of the
dogs are heard by the angels; all the sources describing the destruction of Lot's people mention this particular. See, for instance, ThalabT, Qisas al-anbiya, 223; KisäX
Qisas al-anbiya, 149; Ibn lyäs, Badai'al-zuhur, 91; Ibn Kathrr, al-Bidaya wa-l-nihäya, Beirut 1990, I, 43, 182. But see Ibn "Asakir, Ta'rlkh madlnat Dimashq,
XIV,639-40, where the crowing of dajjaj is mentioned.
49
) Mujir al, al-Uns al-jalll bi-ta*nkh dl-Quds wa-l-Khalll, Amman 1973,1,
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under NimrocTs throne attesting the truth of Abraham's faith. The words of the
rooster are as follows: "You are wrong, O Nimrod, and Abraham told the truth;
God is the one that created me and created you, God is the one that shaped me
and shaped you. He is my Lord, He created Abraham and then He sent him as a prophet; woe unto you if you don't believe him and if you don't deem his prophecy credible."50)
The Prophet Joseph also had a prodigious rooster that was five hundred years
old. This rooster stopped crowing when the tyrant was born and during his reign
and started crowing again when the prophet was born.51) We find another prodigious
rooster at the time of the prophet Moses. When he was five years old, a rooster flapped its wings and crowed. Moses said to this rooster: "You are right" and Pharaoh
asked him what the rooster said. Moses answered: "It says it is glorifying the Lord
with its words 'Praise be to Him who has graced a shepherd's son with long kingship!'" Then Pharaoh asked again: "What do you mean? The rooster said these
words?! It is you who are saying them." Moses said to the rooster: "Say what you
said before in an intelligible tongue" and the rooster answered: "On condition
that if they kill me you will ask your Lord to restore me to life." Moses promised
it, and the rooster repeated intelligibly what it had said to Pharaoh, who gave order
to kill it. God restored its spirit.52) The message of this tradition is clear: whoever
kills a rooster is, like Pharaoh, an unbeliever. When the Israelites» left Egypt, Pharaoh said he was going to follow them only at cock-crow, but that night the roosters
did not crow53)
In another tradition the king Saul drew an evil omen from the crowing of a rooster and ordered that not a single rooster in the town be left alive. So, when he said he
wanted to be awakened at cock-crow, he was answered: "Have you left any rooster
whose crowing can be heard? Have you left any scholar alive in the land?"54) The
blame is upon who kills roosters, because killing roosters is like killing scholars.
Solomon, along with Abraham and Moses, was also able to talk with another prodigious rooster. The rooster was the last of the birds to go to the prophet Solomon
and it stopped in front of him, flapping its wings and screaming in a high voice. It
36; see also Ibn al-Murajja, Fadail Bayt al-Maqdis wa-l-Khalll wa-fadail al-Sham,
ed. O. Livne-Kafri, Shfaram 1995, 333.
50
) Qisas al-anbiya, Ms Berlin, 176b; see also KisaX Qisas al-anbiya', 134; this
rooster is white, see the version in Qisas al-aribiya, Ms Cambridge Add, 3258, 55b.
51
) Tha'labT, Qisas al-aribiya, 141-2; Diyarbakn, Ta9rlkh al-khamis, I, 141.
52
) KisäX Qisas al-anbiya9, 204; translated by W. M. Thackston Jr., The Tales of
the Prophets ofal-Kisa*i, 218.
53
) Ibn al-JawzT, al-Muntazam fi tarikh al-mulük wa-1-umam, Beirut 1992, I,
348; Sibt b. al-Jawzi, Mir at al-zaman, 412; Diyarbakn, Ta'rlkh al-khamis, I, 142;
An., Siyar al-aribiya, London, Ms British Library or. 1510, 108a.
64
) Tabari, Tarlkh al-rusul wa-1-mulük, ed. M. J. de Goeje et al., Leiden 18791901,1,557; translated by W M. Brinner: The History ofal-Tdbari III. The Children
of Israel, Albany 1991, 138. See also Sibt b. al- JawzT, Mir at al-zaman,A15.
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said to Solomon: "Oh God's prophet, I was with your father Adam and I used to incite him at time of prayer, I was with Noah in the Ark and with your father Abraham
whom I used to hear saying:
God, Master of the supreme authority, you give
sovereignty to whoever you like, you take sovereignty away from whoever you
like.. " After these and other words, Solomon ordered the rooster to stay with
him always.55)
Finally, the well known episode from Christian tradition, when Jesus foretold
that he would be betrayed before the crowing of the rooster, is also widespread in
Muslim traditions.56)
Some episodes of Muslim history are connected to the rooster, where there are
some further indications of the elevated position this animal had in the eyes of
the Muslim. We know from Damm that a certain Sahl b. Harun b. Rähawayh refused
to eat a rooster that was offered to him without the head: he started singing the
praises of the different parts of the head of the rooster and refused to eat this rooster
without the head.57) The peck of a rooster caused the death of the son of'Uthman,
'Abdallah: he was hit in his eyes.58)
Historical records also tell that the Caliph al-MuhtadT (d. 256/870) decided to kill
all the fighting roosters.59) The information is worth noting: if the decision of a Caliph to kill some roosters is included in historical reports, there can be no doubt that
this animal was held in high esteem. Perhaps some other people, who found its crowing before day-break disturbing, did not share in this conviction, but religious circles
supported the role of the rooster by spreading traditions about its virtues and connecting its crowing with the call to prayer.

55

) Nuwayn, Nihayat al-arab, XXV,86. This tradition is also in some manuscripts
of KisäX Qisasal-anbiya: see J. Pauliny, "KisätsWerkKitab Qisasal-anbiya", Graecolatina et Orientalia, 2 (1970), 271; see An., Qisas al-anbiya, Gotha, Ms A 1743,
47 a-48 a; see also the words of the rooster in Diyarbakn, Tarikh al-khamls, 1,241.
**) See, for instance, Taban, Ta'rlkh al-rusul wa-1-mulük, 1,736; Haysam, Qisas
al-Quran, 144b; ThalabT, Qisas al-anbiya, 401, Ibn Kathir, Tafslr 1,875.
57

) Damm, Hayät al-hayawan, 1,492.
) MasudT, Muruj al-dhahab, 111,76, no. 1577; see also IbshihT, al-Mustatraf,
560, where another story is related.
5S

59

) MasudT, Muruj al-dhahab, V,98 no. 3130.
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