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( Nameh-ye Baharestan: vol. 10, 2009, ser. no. 15 )

A Collection of Tarji‘at from the Qara-Qoyilinli Dynasty
(Majles Library MS. No. 9970)

Prof. Yoshifusa SEKI

(Tokai University)

A fine manuscript (no. 9970) is preserved at the Majles Library, which is not yet catalogued. The present
papet concerns a study of this manuscript.

This is a collection of Tatjiat, which was prepated in the court of Pir Buddq b. Jahinshah
Qara-Qoyunli (866 - 871 AH./1462 - 1467 A.D) in the cities of Shiishtar and Baghdad. It is of
considerable importance for the study of royal sctiptoria as well as for the state of calligraphic arts
and book repair in the past.

The collection includes verses by following fifteen poets: Sa‘di, Salman-e Savaji,
Khiji-ye Kermani, Nager-e Bokhara'i, Fadlollah-e Esterabadi, ‘Emad al-Din-e Nasimi, Mohammad-e
Shitin-e Maghrebi, Amit-e Makhdim, Homam al-Din-e Golbari, Khija ‘Emad, ‘Obeyd-e Zakani,
Ashraf, Jami, Awhad al-Din-e Maraghi, and Fakht al-Din-e “Braqi. From these, four poets, namely,
Amir-e Makhdim, Homam al-Din-e Golbiti, Khija “Emad, and Ashraf, whose divans are not
published, have been discussed in greater detail.

Works by seven skilled calligraphers of the period may be identified in this collection. These are:
*Abd al-Rahmian-¢ Khirazmi who executed a piece dated September 22, 1462 in Baghdad, Mahmiud-e
Kiteb (September 11, 1462), Mahmiid-e Khomati, Fakhr al-Din Ahmad-e Kateb, Soltin Mohammad-e
Mashhadi (October 21, 1461), Mir Sharaf al-Din Hoseyn-e Mashhadi, and Mirak-e Shirdzi. The
author discusses these calligraphers and investigates their works in two moraggds, preserved in the
endowment collection of the Topkapi Sarayi in Istanbul (nos. Kh 2153 and Kh 2160).

The existence of pieces by Fadollah-e Esterabidi, whose nom de plume was Naimi, and who was
one of the leaders of the Horifiyya movement, and by his successor, ‘Emad al-Din-e Nasimi in
a collection which was ptepared in 4 scriptorium of the Qara-Qoylnlt family deserves greater
investigation.

The author studies the criteria and rules that governed the production of such collections on the
basis of the features of the present manuscript, and discusses such issues as sizing, ruling, and other

formative and decorative techniques.
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Elemental Analysis of Inks on Qutran Parchments by Micro-PIXE

Mohammad LAMEHI RACHTT (et. al.)

(Van de Graaff laboratory, Atomic Energy Organization of Iran)

This is an investigation of the elemental composition of the ink that has been used in transcribing
old copies of the Quran on parchment. Techniques of elemental analysis and those that help
determine the chemical composition of the ink in such samples ate quite numerous. However, due
to the great historical and cultural value of such copies of the Quran, only very small samples may
be taken for analytical purposes, and the investigators are limited to those procedures that are least
damaging to their objects of study.

The present study relied on micro-PIXE technique in order to determine the elemental composition
of black, brown, green, and red inks used in inscribing copies of the Quran on parchment. It has
produced better insight into the technology and procedures that were used in manufacturing these
inks. Furthermore, because of the unfavorable conditions under which a large number of these
manuscripts are kept, they are in danger of damage or destruction. Their restoration and repait
depends on the kind of detailed technical knowledge which this research produces. Thus, in-depth
knowledge of the elemental composition of such objects is not only valuable in itself, but also
ctucial to preserving these objects.




