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A UNIQUE MANUSCRIPT OF A BIOGRAPHICAL DICTIONARY
BY A KHOREZMIAN AUTHOR

The Russian Arabist V.I. Beliayev (1902-1976) was the
first to mention the manuscript of an unknown biographical
dictionary in the manuscript collection of the St. Petersburg
Branch of the Institute of Oriental Studies. While working
on the collection in 1953, he singled out this manuscript,
acquired in 1939 from the Astrakhan book collector
S. A. Alimov, as of "outstanding interest". The scholar also
determined its provenance as Khoremr and suggested that it
is an autograph copy dating to the twelfth cenhrry []. The
manuscript was later examined by A. I. Mikhaylova (in
drawing up a catalogue of Arabic manuscripts in the collec-
tion) and B. Z. Khalidov, who drew from it a biography of
the famous scholar al-ZamakhsharTf2l. But it is only two
decades after V. L Beliaev's fnst comments on the manu-
script that his pupil, A. B. Khalidov, published a more de-
tailed discussion of it in his two articles [3]. Apart from an
analysis of the manuscript's contents and sources used, the
author made the description of the manuscript. But what is
more important, A. B. Khalidov was successful in attribut-
ing the work. However, at present, the results of his re-
search need some corrections and additions inevitable after
many years had elapsed from the appearance ofhis articles.
The present article presents my own observations on the
manuscript, which are basing certainly on the main results
of Prof. Khalidov's work.*

The manuscript contains 193 large-format folios
118.7 x29.7 cm);29 lines per page, naskh. The text was
copied in black ink in a single hand; headings and empha-
sised words are underlined. There are corrections and addi-
rions in the margins, as well as a number of notes made by
a reader (two readers?) soon after the copying of the manu-
script. Vowelling and diacritical marks are rare. The custo-
Jes belong partially to the copyist, partially to readers. Late
{rabic pagination Íuns up to fol.31b in black ink and is
;ontinued thereafter in blue pencil until the end of the
nanuscript. The paper is of Samarqand origin, thick,
glossed, and browned with age. The folios are worm-eaten
:n places, ragged, and soiled. The manuscript is stitched to-
sether and held in a paste-board binding of later production.
The order of folios has been disrupted.

The manuscript is defective: it lacks both a beginning
rnd an end. The text starts with a continuation of the
:iography of 'Abdalláh b. al-Mubàrak al-Khuràsánï
J. l8ll797) and continues with the biographies of indi-

r iduals whose names begin with the letters 'ayn, ghayn, etc.

in the order of the Arabic alphabet to the letter ya'. Then
the biographies of people known only by kunya follow. The
text breaks off on the biography of the traditionalist Abii
Bakr b. 'Ayyásh (d. 1731789-90).

Thus, the dictionary is constructed in alphabetical order
and most likely consisted originally of 28 chapters (óaós),
one for each letter of the Arabic alphabet, and a concluding
section (dhik ) listing those known only by kunya. The
manuscript contains only l0 incomplete chapters (approxi-
mately one third of the work), presenting 277 biographies
(some with lacunae) of considerably varying length. Nearly
half of the manuscript is occupied by some fifteen extensive
biographies, while the length of the others varies from 2 or
3 lines to half of a page.

Within chapters, the biographies are arranged in alpha-
betical-chronolo gical order: the companions gf l\4rrltaÍnrnad
(sahdba) come first, then the "followers" (tabi'iln), etc.
Within the large chapter on 'qyn we find subdivisions for
the names 'Abd al-Rahmán, 'Abd al-Málik, etc. The names
of those whose biography is presented are written in large
letters and underlined, serving as the headings of the text's
sections and sub-sections (seey'gs. I and 2).

After comparing materials found in the manuscript with
data provided in K, Brockelman, A. B. Khalidov came to
the conclusion that the author of the dictionary was the tra-
ditionalist Abii-l-Karam 'Abd al-Salám b. Muhammad b. al-
$asan al-Hijjï al-FirdawsÏ al-Khwàrimrl al-AndarasfànT. As
the scholar points out, the author refers to one of his own
works entitled al-Mustaqsd ("What Was Studied") dealing
with the early history of Islam (the history of Muhammad,
the early Arab conquests, the first four caliphs, etc.). A
work of this title and content is listed by Brockelman, who
gives the author's nÍrme as Abii-l-Karam al-Khwárizml al-
Andarasfànï [4]. Second, like Brockelman's Abrl-l-Karam,
the author of the dictionary lived in Khorezrn (and must
have also canied the nisba al-Khwàrizm-r); like him, he
could have had another, specifically Khorezrnian nisba, al-
HijjÍ, instead of al-HAjjT. The time of the active literary in-
volvement of the dictionary's author is contemporary with
the lifetime of Brockelman's Abii-l-Karam: his another ex-
tant work was written in 564/1169. Its content is connected
with Muslim tradition, which also interested the author of
the dictionary [5]. Finally, the decisive argument which
permitted A. B. Khalidov to make his attribution is that the
native village of the dictionary's author is shown in the

' At present, the author ofthis article is preparing the manuscript ofthe dictionary for publication.
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manuscript as Andarasbán, located in Khorezm, This forms
the basis for the nisba al-AndarasbánI (Pers'

a1-AndarasÍànï). All this leaves no doubt that the attribution
suggested is quite coÍrect.-l{t 

.on...ns the dictionary's title KftAb turdiim al-rijal
("Biographies of the Transmitters of the Tradition"), as it is
giurn- in the catalogue of Arabic manuscripts of ,the
5t. Petersburg Branch of the Institute of Oriental Studies
(call number-C2387, No. 9454), variants of similar titles in
ihir g"*. are usually ntrmerous: from the common Ta'rïkh
("Hiíory") or Mu'iam ("Dictionary") to the individual
ànO originat (cf., for example, al-Sam'ánïs al-Ansab or
al-Tahbr).

Unfortunately, I was not able to discover any informa-
tion about Abii-l-Karam 'Abd al-Salám in other sources'
However, luckily enough, the manuscript itself contains
abundant materials on the scholar's biography, his teachers
and acquaintances, as well as the titles and even the con-
tents of some of his works. These materials in the text give

us an idea of his work on the dictionary and on the corpus
of sources he drew on in his work. The author frequently
betrays his presence in the book' often speaking in the first
person and refening to his personal encounters' conversa-
iions, and correspondence. He also reports that he made
numerous notes (m aktilb atí) and selections (munt akhab dtï)
from texts and wrote down what he "heard" (masmfr'dtl)'
He mentions collections he drew up (majmil'ali), lists cities
he visited, and scholars under whose direction he learned
hadïths or copied out works' He also informs the reader that
ih. fu-our philologist and Qur'ànic commentator Abu-l-

Qásim al-Zamakhsharï al-KhwárimrT (467-5381 1075-
t t++) studied for a short time with his maternal grandfather.
In turn, the author himself came to al-ZamakhsharÏ with the
intention of studying with him, but the latter discouraged
him from this, much to the youth's disappointment. Abu-l-
Karam dedicates to his would-be teacher a heartfelt and
detailed aÍicle which contains facts absent in other sources.

We also learn that n 54511150-51, while completing
the ftajj, Abii-l-Karam stayed in Ray with qd$-l-quddt
Mul.rammad b. al-Hasan Abii 'Abdalláh al-AstrábádT. He
learned hadíths from him (haddathanï) and visited the
grave of the noted Mu'tazilite theologian andShaíJ. itefaqíh
át-qaa'Abd al-Jabbár b. Ahmad (d. 41511025) [6]. The
grave of this scholar was located in the courtyard of al-
Ástrabádls home. Ab[-l-Karam was "blessed" there by
waqf deeds written in the deceased scholar's own hand. The
speóial respect for this scholar demonstrated by the dictiol-
ary's author testifies to his Mu'tazilite sympathies; the
Mu'tazilite school was firmly entrenched in his homeland,
Khoremr. On his way to Mecca, Abii-l-Karam made pil-
grimage to several tombs of celebrated Islamic personalities
and'ulad's in Baghdad - the tomb of the Shi'ire imdm
Mlsá b. Ja'far al-Káqim (d. 183/799) and the tomb of the
caliph al-Am-rn (d. 193/309), in Jabal-Tabarak - the tomb
of the Hanafite imam Muhammad b. al-flasan al-Sháybanr
(d. 189/804-5), in Medina - the tomb of the eponymous
head of the Malikites, Malik b. Anas (d' 1791795). Fur-
thermore, the author visited Asadábád, where he heard al'
qafr Abn-l-Fadl al-Tam-rml [7] and, on numerous occasions,
Hamadan, where he studied with Abii-l-'Ald' al-hdfiz al-
Hamadánï. From the latter he learned many hadíths with
various isndds, copied books, and studied, in particular' the
books Kitdb al-tamhïd fi ma'rifat al'tajwtd ("Introduction
to the Study of Qur'ánic Recitation") [8] and al-Sahfhby al-

Bukhari. Also in Hamadan, he made a "selection" from the
Kitab al-nuzah ("Book of Delights") and copied an
"excerpt" about a letter from the above-mentioned
al-Shaybani sent from Kufa to Baghdad to the frst safr-l-
quddt in Islam, AbÍi Yiisuf.

The author compiled the dictionary in Gurganj - the
main city in Khoremt - in close contact with the pupils of
al-Zamakhsharï. As their titles shaykh al-quddt, s.adr al-
sharí'a, qadr al-a'imma, and others show, they occupied
prominent positions in society. It can be deduced from the
text of the manuscript that the author understood Khorez-
mian dialect. One of his mentors (ustddhund, shaykhuna)
was Muwaffaq b. Ahmad AblJ-Mu'ayyad al-Makki
(d. 568/1172), a favoured and devoted pupil of al-
ZamakhsharT. References to Muwaffaq b. Allmad in the
manuscript are accompanied by such honorific sobriquets as
ql-sadr al-khatïb, akht ab al-khut ab a' ("head of the preach-
ers"), and sadr al-sharí'a ("bastion of Ihe sharl'4")' The
author also expresses his gratitude toward his deceased
teacher with a special formula (in addition to the traditional
rahimahu Atlah) - iazahu Allah khayrare ("May Allah
grant him prosperity!"). Muwaffaq b. Al.rmad was a famed
órator, the author of sermons at the local mosque, a faqTh,
as well as a literary figure and a poet. A significant amount
of the information on the "pride of Khoremt" - as al-
Zamakhsharr was referred to - is given with reference to
Muwaffaq b. Alrmad or taken directly from his work Kildb
al-arba'ín ("Forty [!afiths]") [9]. This includes his elegy
fcr al-ZamaY.hsharl, his verses about Abii flanÏfa and two of
his companions, the biography of an ascetic (zahid) written
at his request, etc.

The author had close ties to another titled pupil of al-
Zamakhsharï - 'Abd al-Rah-nn b. 'Umar Ab[ Salih al-
TarjumánÍ, who studied with al-ZamakhsharÍ for seven
years his well-known Mu'tazilite commentary on the

Qur'án, al-Kashshaff01, and other subjects. The author
also uses the term "friend" (;afrqD in relation to 'Abdalláh

b. 'Alï Ab[-l-Ma'álï al-HákimT al-ZamakhsharÏ, on whose
authority he cites the verses of others about Abii-l-Qásim al-
Zamakhsharl, and Muhammad al-Hájj, who accompanied
al-Zamakhsharï throughout his life and later became one of
the author's pupils. Together with shaykh al-Qadibl (?),
Muhammad al-flajj learned from him al-Firdaws [ll] and
the author's own works (mu'allaJàtï).

The author's family evidently maintained close relations
with al-Zamakhsharl himself, whom they had known since
childhood. The author reports that after the death of his
maternal uncle, al-Zamakhsharï, then in elementary school
(kuttdb), wrote a letter to his grandfather with condolences
and apologies that he had been unable to come from
Zamakhshar to Andarsbán because of a physical ailment (he
had lost a leg in childhood).

A spiritual authority for the author of the dictionary was
Abii Sa'd al-Sam'ánT (d. 56211 167), who descended from a
family of well-known scholars in Merv and was the author
of dozens of works. Abii-l-Karam calls him "crown of
Islam" UAj al-Islam) and frequently cites from what he
"heard" from him or his numerous writings. He also notes
a letter in which Abti Sa'd al-Sam'ánI, together with his
teacher, Muhammad b. Abi Bakr Abii Tahir al-SinjÍ (d. in
Bukhara, 555/1160), conveyed necessary information as
transmitted by Mrlrammad b. Ahmad Abii-l-Muzaflar al-
Buktarl. Abii Sa'd al-Sam'ánï was the author whose writ-
ings Abii-l-Karam cites abundantly - seYen of his works
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are cited, two of them - Uns al-shdtï ("sociability of One

ÉpenAing the Winter") and al-Nukhóa ("Selections") not

being attested in other sources.
ïhe author's work was founded on the assiduous col-

lectioi of fiadíths, a thorough familiarity with the historical'

fjolt"prti.àr, theólogical, and tegal literature, primarily of

Maïarannahr and Khorasan, and a breadth of views (among

hi, ,o*.., of information are Hanafites, Shaf ites, Sufis'

and Mu'tazilites). He refers the reader who wishes to leam

Áore about particular individuals and events mentioned in

the dictionary to his other works and lists eight titles' They

iL,� ritaU siiàt al-sdlihat wa-'dddt al-'abiddt ("Book of the

Qualities ài vi.ntout Women and Customs of Devout

Èorn.n";, FiQQat al-milna wa-kanz al-ghuna ("The Silver

of oesirás aná ttte Treasure-Trove of Sufftciency"), a/'

iuntakha fiJ-ghazdwal ("The Limit of the Desirable in

Military iampaigns"), al-Mustaqsd ("What Has Been

Stuà1.á"1, Uànaqit Abt llanïfu ("The. Virtues of Abii

Íuniru'f,' Manaqib Matik ("The Virtues of Malik

i'u. a"uá1"), and Siyar al-quQdt .("Biographies of Judges")'

ïtte Siyàr'afquddi comptised, in nartigu]a1, ihe biography

of Mulammaá b. 'Ali al-qadí Abii -'Abdalláh al-MarwazÍ'

Á "*".rpt from this *ott ii copied out in the margins of

the manuscript under discussion here' Among his writings

Ab[-l-Kararn mentions also the Kitdb al-qand' This is the

abbreviated title of the works dedicated to the history of

Samarqand. Their more common title was Kitab al-qand fi
ta'rïkh' Samarqand, or Kitdb al-qand fr dhikr 'ulama'

Samarqand ("*hat Is Sweet in the Enumeration of Samar-

ounit'S.nofàrs"). That is the title, for example, of the work

Ëy Abu Hafs al-Nasafi (d. 537 lll42-43), to which he also

.Jr"À tràt. With the exception of the above-mentioned

it-U"itoqta, which survivei in a Persian translation of the

fifteenth ïentury, the works enumerated have not come

down to us.
This information provided by Abii-l-Karam leads us to

the conclusion that thé author ofthe biographical dictionary

was a broadly educated Khorezrnian scholar' He was most

likely a follower of the Hanafite madhhab, which is evident

from the character of the materials he presents in his

Ji.tionury and, to a certain degree, from the fact that al-

SubkT does not mention him as a Shaf ite' At the same

iim", tt" apparently held to Mu'tazilite views' One can also

conáude ïtrat eUu-t-faram drew up his biographical dic-

tionary after 56911173 and probably died at the end of the

6thll2th century.
Those studying the manuscript of Abii-l-Karam's dic-

tionary are face'd w:ith a not easy problem.o-f identiffing the

,our.ót of the author's information' The diffrculty is that we

have here only the fural third of the writing in which the

works cited or mentioned, as well as the names of their

authors, are given in the abbreviated form' The full titles

were likely piovided in the preceding sections of the work'

In the surviving part of the work, the full titles of works and

the names of their authors are given only when they appear

for the first time. Most often the author limits himself to

providing only the first word of the title of the work he

cites. Moreover, names of authors also appear frequently in

their abbreviated form, with laqab, kunya, or nrsàa solely

mentioned. Nonetheless, at the present stage of investiga-

tion we can state that the basic body ofsources can be iden-

tified with a certain degree of accuracy [13]' The titles of

more than 60 works employed by the author have been

identified. The majority of these writings were compiled by

scholars from the Eastern provinces of the Caliphate -

Khorasan and Mawarannahr (Nishapur, Khorezn, Merv,

Bukhara, Baykhak, etc.). They are historians who re-

present Íocal-literature tradition' Among them are faqrhs,
muh a d d i t hs of various m a dhh abs, q d {ts, liter ary fi gures, of-

ficials, and preachers.
The works cited belong to diverse genres' They include

various collections of Uuilim tradition, commentaries of

the Qur'án, works on hqdtths, law, madhhaós, Islamic

dogmàics, polemics, and Siifism. ]Iistorical-biographical
*tïtittgt are-also numerous' Primarily, these are chronicles
of citiés, most frequently Ta'ríkhs or works with individual

names, which presènt thè biographies of famous people who

either lived in the city or visited it. The dictionary makes

use of chronicles of Baghdad' Nishapur, Khorezm,

Bukhara, and others (in all, eight cited works bear the title

Ta'rïkh)'. To the same category belong biographical -works.
with ináividual titles such as al-Tahbtr and al-Mudhayyal
by Abu Sa'd al-Sam'ánt, and specialisedrrorks on SÍifism,

fór example, Hilyat al'awliya'by Abii Nu'aym al-Isfahánl
(d. 430/ 1039), on ttre Mu'tazilites - al'Tabaqdtby al-qadí
'Abd al-Jabbár b. Ahmad, and others.

Another genre of biographical literature actively em-
ployed by the author is the description of the "virtues"

imánaqit) of the founders of the main four madhhabs" Abn

È""rrn uí-Shàfi'I, Malik b. Anas' and Ahmad b' Hanbal'

Works with the title al-Mandqib are cited in the dictionary
either with reference to their compilers (for example,

al-Saymarï, al-sijistdni, al-Zararyarl) or without such refer-

.n"ti lfot example, the Mandqib Abí HanTfu covers dozens

of works).
The citation frequency varies' Ten works are cited

about 10 to 40 times: the biographical dictionary Ta'nkh

Baghddd ("History of Baghdad") by al-KhatÏb al-BaghdádÍ
(d. 463ltbZt; - more than 40 times, and the Hilyat

awliya'("Adornment of the Saints") by Abii Nu'aym al-

IgfaÉani - about 20 times. Both of these multi-volume
works are well-known to specialists and have been pub-

lished.
About 15 citations are accorded the Ta'ríkh Naysdbur

("History of Nishapur") by Muhammad b' 'Abdalldh al-

lafia l$tr 'Abdallàh al-Hákim al-NaysátÉri, also known as

ibn'al-nayyi' (d. 405/1014-15). This enormous, eight-
volume triÀtory of the 'ulamd' of Nishapur is divided
chronologicalty into six "sections" (generations)' The final

section Covers people who transmitted ha[tths between
32}lg32 anO :-eOlgSO. The majority of the individuals
mentioned n the Tq'rtkh Naysdbilr were either studied di-

rectly with al-flakim al-Naysàb[rl or weÍe teachers of his

teachers. This writing was also used by Abti Sa'd al-
Sam'ánl, who borrowed from it information about fifty
Central Asian scholars who visited Nishapur. Later, Ibn al-
Bayyi"s work was translated into Persian, in which version
it hás come down to us (published in Tehran in 1961) U4l'

Of special interest isthe Ta'rtkh Khwarizm ("History of
Khoreznt") by Mahmud al-KhwárizrnT, which Abti-l-Karam
heard directly from the author and which he cites on several
occasions. Mal.rmÉd b' Muhammad al-'Abbás b' Arslán
madhhar (var. dhAhir) al-DIn Abu Muhammad al-
Khwáriznrl (492-56811099-1 172173) was a Khorezrnian
Shafi'ite faqïh, muhaddith, histotian, and SÍifï' He- heard
hadïths in 

-Khorezrn, 
Merv, Bukhara' Samarqand, and

baghdad and taught at the famed al-Nizamiyya madras,a in

nalirAaa. The honorary title of al-fiafia al-mutlaq he bore
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testifres to his profound knowledge of ,,the science of
ha[tth". Al-Sam'ànï wrote about MahmUd al_Khwàriznïs
extensive knowledge of legal methodology and differences
pefv.vgen the íiqh schools. His work oLkafi fr-l_fiqh was
held in high esteem not only by Shafi.ites bui alio'bv the
representatives of other m a dhh qbs.

Mahmiid al-KhwàrimrÍs ,,History of Khorezn', con_
sisted of eight large volumes, or parts. The autograph of this
work was used by ydqÍit al-Hamawï (d. 626/tt2ó), author
of a well-known geographical dictionary. In particular, he
took from it information on the famed Ash.arite theologian
and philosopher al-Shahrastáni (d. 54g/1153), on Abï_l-
layn af-,'Umràni (d. i60/1165), the pupil of Ábu_l_easim
al-Zamakhsharl, etc. The ,,History of Khorezm" has been
preserved in the abridged version of al-Dhahabï. Al-Subki,
who was acquainted with the first volume of the Ta,rftí
Khwarizm, cites in his own writing the ,,Introduction,,
(al-muqaddima) to the Ta,rTkh Khwarízm ll5l.

Several times Abii-l-Karam cites àlso the Ta,ríkh
Bukhard ("History of Bukhara',) by Gunjár, most likely the
manuscript trader (and copyist - warrdq) whose full áame
was Mutrammad b. Ahmad Abu .Abdallaii al_BukhàrI. He is
9o* by .the laqab Culjar @. 412/1021). According to al-
Sam'ànï, he inherited this sobriquet from his teachir, the
well-known Bukharan muhaddith,lsA b. MusA Abii Ahmad
al-Tam-rml whose laqab was Gunjár (d. 335/995). fnó tate
of how the famed ascetic faqth aid miuhaddith.Ióa U. Vtusa
(!unja) resisted a posting as judge in Mawarannahr is
given in the manuscript of the dictionary but it does not
.g{uil a biography of Gunjàr as the authbr of the ,.History
ofBukhara".

Al-Sam'ànI describes Muhammad b. Ahmad al_Bukhàrï
as an expert n had-tths who travelled widely in the cities of
Mawarannahr and Khorasan and his work ia'rlkh Bukhdrd
as the best book ever written on the history of that city. He
cites the work when presenting the biográphies of sixteen
Bukharan scholars from the Samanid ruIe. La.ter historians
also.held Gunjàr's ,,History of Bukhara" in high esteem.
GunjAr's grave in Bukhara was preserved for many centu_
ries; at ttrg bgqinning of the rweniieth century, his tomb still
stood in the Western section of the ciry tl6l.'

Among individually titled works n íhe ta,rtkh genre
most frequently cited in the dictionary we finí al_
Mudhayyal and al-Tahbir by AbU Sa,d al_S-am.ànï. The first
does not appear with this title in other sources, although we
know that al-Sam,ànï wrote a lengthy continuation óf al_
$1.uU al-Baghdádts ,,History of Bagirdad,, which he enti_
tl?! f.,?b at-dlafl (,,Addition") or dhoyt Ta,ríkh Baghdid
("Addition to the .History of Baghdad'-"). In tengtn ït sur_passes (by one third) the surviving ana puUtistred ËiogrupH-
cal dictio-nary by the same auihor, ihe Kitab qí_ansab
('Book of Genealogies"). Strangely enough, the latter work
does not appear in the dictionu.y of aUu_ï-É*u-, although
he rvas--well acquainted with ál_Sam,àn1 and his worÈs.
Al-Mudhayyal is another title of the KftAb aLdhayl [171.The second work by al-Sam.Anl cited by Ab[_l_Karam
in.his dictionary is Kitab at_tqhbfr fi-t_mï jam al_kabïr
("Annotation to the Large Dictionary',). In the view ofF. Sezgin, this is but a reworking of àt-Uu iam al_kabir fiasmd' al-;al.tdba (,,Large Dictionary of the Names of the
Companions") by the traditionalisi Sulaymàn b. Ahmad
Abii-l-Qasim al-Lakhmr . al-fabarànr (d in Iráï;;;
tf:ry1.) 

,Lg:grd..e to. al-Subkï, at_Tahbír was equal insrze to the Kifib al-anssó by the same author. The wórk has

survived and has been published (Baghdad, 1976) on the
basis of a singe extant manuscript in D-amascus [lgf. To the
s.am9 _e9nre 9f biographical literature belongs al_Tabaqat by
the Mu'tazilite at-qddï.Abd al_Jabbar frelquentiy cit"O Uy
our author.

Abti-l-Karam also drew on diverse materials from bio_graphical works in the mandqib genre. The focus in this
case is on the virtues of Abii HaniA and al_Sháfi.ï. Most
frequently cited (more t\aylS times) is the Mandqib by at_gaymarl. The reference-is likely to ttte Mandqib lOf nánt1a
or Mandqib wa-musnqd Abí Hanífa, compiled n qOqircí2.

Iï *9:-r, [al]-flusayn b. ,Àh Abr: ,Abdallah al_Saymarr
(C,. 43611045), was a Shafi,ite faqïh who shared the views
of the Mu'tazilites. He *us u pupil of a Baghdad Shafi,ite
faqíh,Mtfiamrnad b. Miisà AbU Éak at_rcrw:arizmi Jte1.Another work in the same genre often cited in ihe dic_
l1:":ft j: the _Manaqib at-Shqi,t (,,Virrues of ut_Snadi;;
by at-SUlstanI. The author, Mulrammad b. al_Husayn b.
Ibràhim Abii-l-Husayn 

_. (Abii_l_Hasan?) al-sijistani
(d. 3631974), was ongmaly from the village "f ÀËt a;;
4by) i" Sijistan, which explains rhe seconà'sobriquet we
frd.T the manuscript - aiÀbiri (or al_Àburi). Acêording
to al-Subki, al-SijistánÍs Mandqib is the best work in thisgenre,- containing the largest number of chapters (abwab) _
75. The latter assertion, however, confliêts with the de_
s^9rfn^tio1 he provides of the structure of the Manaqib al_
y"rtl by a different author, the Shafi.ite faqïh ísma.Tl
b. Ibráhim AbU lfrrlrammad al_Sarakhsï al_Harawl
(!..41!/1022--23). Al-Subkï saw this work in the al_
Ashrafiyya_ library in Damascus (in the Dar al_Had-rth). it
consists of l.16 chapters divided into two parts: the first
(qq cnaprers) contarns al_Sháfi.fs genealogy, begiruring
with the Prophet |_íuhlqmaa; the furai forty c"hapter; Jth;
second part provide 40 lladïths as hansmiíed by al_ShAfi.i
with isndds that go back to the prophet [20].

A significant amount of the diètionàryË ro*." material
comes from collections of Muslim trádition of various
structwes and organisational schemes. To this category be_longs al-Masabth, which the author cites more than 15times. The compiler's name is not given, but we know from
other sources that one of the sevJn fundamental compila_
tions of Muslim tradition was the Kitdb maqabrh al_sinna("1-1gnjs..ojtle Sunna',), Its compiler was the bhafi,itefaqíh,
muhaddith, Qur'ànic commentator and author of numerous
yo$r,. al-flusayn b. Mas,iid Abti Muhammad al_Farrê,
al-Baghawt (from the village of Bagh, *fricf, Ies between
Herat and Marwamrz)., H1s taqaí was Mubyi al_Sunna(Restorer of the Sunna); he died iir uur*Á" r n 516/rr22.
Each chapter of the work classifies traditions in the ac_
::tt:9 f:li" \:P: .(:."hí!), eo99 Q1as an),strange (gharïb),
ano weak \4a'ifl. At rhe time of the dictiona.y,s wriitg, tníícollection of traditions was considered one of the"most
authoritative; in subsequent centuries, it was the ob;e"i oinumerous commentaries and reworkines l,2ll.

ATgng works of vario-us genres .it.à Uy the author, wewere able to identifo the following, 
'

. l.A :g*entary on the eur'àn (tafsïr) entirted a/_
:t:y y:-t-by|n.(,Revelation and Explanaiion,,), which
lt .],:q 1as at-Kashfl about 20 times. The author ií AhmadD. Mulammact Abii Is[àq an_NaysàbÍirl al_Tha,labi oral-Tha'álibï (d. 427 t1036l ftil tofr* i:u,,.àá *a copiedby al-Sam'ánï under the direótion of tfrc Shafi,iteMuhammad b. al-Muntasir al_Mutawaill known as
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Muhammad b. Abf Sa'd al-TiiqánÏ (Tuqan is a village in

tusi d. 53slrr4r)[221.
2. Al-Zaw-ajtr, from which the author took "notes", is

cited about l0 times. This is likely Kitab al-zawajir wal-
ma,vq'iz ("Book of Restraining Elements and Exhorta-
tions") by al-Hasan b. 'Abdalláh Abii Ahmad al-'AskarT
Q0g3-3821906-992D3), the uncle and teacher of the tra-
àitionalist Ab[ Hilal al-'AskarI (d. 395/1005), author of
Kitab al-awa'll ("Book of Predecessors"). A manuscript of
the Kitdb al-zawdjir has survived [23].

3. KilAb tanbth al-ghafilir ("Gaining the Attention of
the Carefree") by the Hanafite faqíh, Qur'ánic commenta-
tor, and Siifi AbÍi-l-Layth al-Samarqandi (d. 373l983). The
work consists of 94 chapters and treats questions of moral-
ity, piety, ethics, and other topics on the basis ofutterances
by the Prophet Muhammad l24l.The work was also used by
S'haf ites, in particular, the "devout ascetic" Ahmad b.
Miisá Abii-l-'Abbás al-Ashnahl (?) (450-515/1058-
1121), who came to Baghdad and there iearned fiqh from
the Shaf ite imam Abi Sa'd al-shaykh al-Mutawalli
Á27-47811036-1085), author of the Kitab al-tatimma
("Continuation") [25].

4. Kitab shu'ab al-Tmdn ("Branches of Faith"), a
dogmatic work known in sources also by the title al'Minhai

fi ihu'ab al-lmdn, penned by the traditionalist al-Husayn b.
al-Hasan Abii'Abdalláh al-Hal-nni (338-403 1949-50-
1012). Originally from Jurjan, he lived in Bukhara before
moving to Nishapur. Al-Hakim al-NaysábiirÏ (d. 405/ l014)
is considered to have been one of his pupils. The Kitdb
shu'ab al-íman was used by Ahmad b' al-Husayn AbÉ Bakr
al-Bayhaql (3821.--458/894-1066) in his treatise Kitab al-
asmd' wa-l-si/àt ("Divne Names and Athibutes"). We
should add that a Kitdb shu'ab al-íman is also cited as one
of al-Bayhaqls numerous works. The author of the diction-
ary was also familiar with his works in Khorezrn: the manu-
script contains references to Ahmad al-BayhaqÏ [26].

5. Riyadat al-nafs ("Training the Soul"), or Kitáb al-
riya(a. The author is lvftrl]ammad b. 'Ali Abii 'Abdalláh al-
Hàkim al-Tirmidhr (d. after 283/898), an extremely impor-
tant figure in Khorasan mysticism and the author of many
works (around 80) in which he developed his teachings on
asceticism, mystic gnosis, the hierarchy of the saints, etc'
His ideas on the soul, its "states" and "movements", on
means of self-perfection, exerted a powerful influence on
subsequent Siifi psychology. Riyddat ol-nafs has survived
and has been published in Cairo n 1947 1271.

6. Kifib dhamm al-maldht ("The Condemnation of
Musical Entertainments") and Kitdb al'muhtqdarín ("Those
Possessed by Spirits"). The author of these works is the
imdm 'Abdallah b. Mt'Lrammad Abii Bakr al-QurashÍ,
known also as Ibn AbÈl-Dunyá (d. 2811894). The title of
the second work could not be found in other sources. It is
possible that the same author is responsible for the work on
banning chess (Kirdó tuhrím al-shaírqni) which is also cited
in the dictionary Í281.

7. Kftab sharh al-'uyíin, or Shqrh kitdb al-'uyiln
("Commentary on the 'Sources"'). The author is shaykh al-
isldm al-Hákim al-Jushamï (as it stands in the manuscript).
This is likely al-Mutrassin b. Karráma Abii Sa'd al-Bayhaql
al-ZamakhsharÍ al-Hakim al-JushamI (b. in Mecca in
43111039, d. there in494lll0l). The full name of the work
is Sharh 'uyiln al-masA'il f ilm al-uqil ("The Interpreta-
tion of Theological Problems on the Basis of the
Qur'án") [29]. The title (in both variants) indicates that this

is a commentary on Kitab 'uyiln al-masq'il,but we know of
various authors who wrote works by this name' They are the
Hanafite AbÍi-l-Layth al-samarqandÏ (d. 3731983) who
compiled hls 'Uyiln ql-mqsd'il fi'l-furil'[30], al-NawawI
(d.47611053) with his Kitdb 'uyun al-masd'il [31]; and al-
Hákim al-Jushamï himself who wrote Kitáó 'uyun al-
masd'il. The latter work has been identified as Kitab al-
'uyun 

fiJ-radd 
'ald qhl al-bida' ("Sources for the Refuta-

tion of Those Who Introduce Impermissible Novelties") by
the same author [32]. In this case, the title cited in the work
may be interpreted as the author's commentary on his own
work.

8. Ma'rifat al-sahdba ("Information on the Compan-
ions [of the Prophet]") by the above-mentioned Siifi tradi-
tionalist Abii Nu'aym al-Isfahánï (d. 430/ 1039) [33].

9.Al-Majmu' ("Collection") by the Hanaffie faqth
and ascetic Makbul b. al-Fa{l Abii MutÏ' al-Nasaff
(d. 318/930). Al-Majmf is not mentioned in other sources
known to me [34].

lO. Kitab al-'uzla ("Solitude"), or al-I'tiqdm bi-l-'uzla
("Search for Refuge in Solitude"). The author is Ahmad b.
Muhammad AbÍi Sulaymán al-Khattábl al-BustÏ (d' in Bosta
in 388/998), one of the teachers of al-Hàkim al-Naysáb[rl.
A muhaddith, he wrote many works on had-tths (aside from
the Kitdb al-'uzla, Gharíb al-hadrth, Ma'alim al-sunan, and
others). He was an ascetic who turned to mysticism in old
age and entered a $iifï cloister. The Kitab al-'uzla has sur-
vived and been published in Cairo in 1937 [35].

ll. An-nasa'ih al-kibar ("Main Exhortations") by the
above-mentioned Ab0-l-Qásim al-Zamakhsharï. The work
was written n 5l2llll8 and consisted, according to the
author of the dictionary, of 50 maqams (whence its other
title - al-Mqqamat) [36].

12. Al-Qasrda fiJ+awhïd wa-'adl ("Qa;í(a on Mono-
theism and Divine Justice") by Abu Sa'd al-Abï. The title
seems to be a descriptive. The full name of the author is
Mansiir b. al-Husayn Abii Sa'd al-Àbi (d. 42111030), the
well-known Buwayhid wazírMajd al-Dawla in Ray. A liter-
ary figure, poet, and historian, he was the author of the
Ta'rïkh Ray ("History of Ray"), Nuzhat ql-qdïb ("Pleasure
of One Well-Educated"), and poetic works. His anthology
in verse and prose has survived [37].

In addition to the works mentioned above, the manu-
script cites another 10 works which could not be identified
at present. Among them are Futilh Nasaf, MaJdrrd ahl
Marw, al-Majdlis, and others.

The question of what was the criterion by which these
or those Muslim authors were selected for inclusion in the
dictionary remains unclear. We can only state with surety
that the majority of these authors, excluding the companions
ofthe Prophet were residents ofthe eastem provinces ofthe
Caliphate (Iraq, Khorasan, Mawarannahr). Some are linked
to Mecca and Medina, and only a handful to Syia and
Egypt. Chronologically, the dictionary deals with all gen-
erations of Muslims, including contemporaries of the
author, however, figures from the first two centuries of the
Hijra predominate.

Most numerous in the dictionary are Muslim scholars
who wrote on a vast range of religious matters, but also on
other branches of humanitarian Muslim science. They were
faqïhs, muhaddiths, Qur'án commentators, mutakallims,
preachers, philologists, literary figures, and historians.
However, the predominance of qd[ts, ncluding those who
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combined scholarly pursuits with the performance of legal
duties, is evident. The dictionary contains also biographies
of the caliph 'Umar b. 'Abd al:Atrz (an extensive biogra-
phy, running to 17 pages of text), the seventh Shi,ite imam
MUsA al-KAzim, and others.

The theological and legal affinity of scholars repre-
sented in the dictionary is shown impartial and fully. We
find in the dictionary the biographies of Hanafites,
Shaf ites, Mu'tazilites, Sufrs, and others. Detailed and ex-
tensive biographies of Abri $anÍfa (one tenth of the manu-
script) and his notable followers - AbU yiisuf (approx. 16
pages) and lyftrbammad al-ShaybànI (approx. 13 pages) -
reflect their great authority and popularity in the Èastern
provinces of the Caliphate. The author lavishes the same
attention on the eponymous founder of the Shafi,ite
madhhab - ffi,rllammad b, Idrïs al-Sháfi,ï (approx. 17
pages). The Mu'tazilite theological school is also broadly
represented, beginning with its founders, Wàsil b. ,Atà' and'Amr b. 'Ubayd, and closing with Mu,tazilites from
Khorezm. But what is noticeable is that almost all individu-
als included in the dictionary were ascetic s (zuhhad)
and pious men ('ubbad). The author recounts with care and
reverence their asceticism, marvels of selÊabnegation, re-
straint and selfless devotion, pious utterances, and dreams.
As A.-8. Khalidov has pointed out, many of the biographies
resemble hagiographies. A guiding principle in the auihor's
selection of subjects was piety to serve as an example of a
pious way of life.

The dictionary makes use of information from a wide
array of Arabic sources, including those which have since
been lost or which today survive in abridged versions or in
later Persian translations. Of especial interest are the biog-
raphies of men connected with the religious and culturál
centres of Central Asia - Khorezm, Merw, Bukhara. Sa-
marqand, etc. Such biographies reflect local historical-
biographical traditions, actual life and mores, Islamic wor-

ship, the formation of a class of local religious authorities,
their role in the dissemination and nansmiJsion of relisiouó
knowledge and in the establishment of close and muóallv
enriching spiritual ties with other regions of the Muslim
world both far and near. Evidence of this is found, for ex_
lnple, in the biographies of outstanding Muslim scholars
known far beyond Mawarannahr, suóh as al-Bukhárl
(d.2561870) and al-Zamak,hsharl. Moreover, we find here
facts about their lives which are absent in other sources.

The materials in the dictionary testify to the fact that
Central Asia was a part of the single cultural realm formed
by the Muslim world, that scholarly schools and local dy_
nasties of scholars took shape in the cities of MawarannaÍr
and Khorasan. People from this region not only gained
knowledge from authorities in the capital, but alsoiaright at
the famed madrasas of Baghdad and Nishapur, and their
works were known throughout the Muslim world. It is suÍfi_
cient to cite names such as al-Khwàrizml, al-Matur-ldi, al-
Tirmidhi, al-Sam'ànl, and others, whose works stand as a
treasured contribution to the legacy of Muslim science. This
biographical dictionary by a Khorezmian author also took
its place in the history of Muslim culture.

The dictionary was drawn up at a time when religion
and culture in Khorezm were flourishing. In the fural q-uar_
ter of the twelfth century, Khorezn and its main citv. bur-
ganj, were regional centres of scholarship with fiLraries,
schoo.ls,_ and mosques. Not long after, however, the region
fell victim to the ruinous assault of the Mongols: Khorózm
was destroyed, the libraries were burnt, andscholars who
failed to- flee were slaughtered. An enormous written legacy
created by generations of scholars perished forever. In this
context, one should view the surviving section of this bio_
graphical dictionary by a Khorezmian scholar as a frasÍnent
of a culture which was destroyed, as a rich remnant óf the
Arabic literature of pre-Mongol Khoremr.

N o t e s

l ' V I' Beliaev, "Arabskie rukopisi v sobranii Instituta vostokovedeniia Akademii Nauk SSSR,, (.,Arabic manuscripts in the collec-tion of the Institute of oriental Studies of the usSRAcademy ofsciences"), {/ghgnye zapískillaNsssR, vI (1953), pp.66_�76.2'B'z' Khalidov, "Zamakhshari (o zhizni i tvorchesive)" ("Al-zaÁakhshaii: on his life anJ works,,), semitskie iazyki,2/2.Materialy pervoí konferentsii.po semitskim iazykam.2,6-�28 oktíaiia 1964 (Moscow, 1965), pp. siz-sa.
3' A' B' Khalidov, "Neizvestnyï biograficheskii slovar' XII v. iz Khàrezma" ("an ínknown twelfth-century biographical dic-tionary from Khorezm"), Folía orientalia, XIII (1971), pp.67-�75; idem,"Riografrcheskii slouari al-andarasbani,, (.,The biographi-cal dictionary by al-Andarasbanl'), Pis'mennye pamiainiki vostoka.'lstoríío-filo-togicheskie *steioiàniia. lgTl (1g74),pp. 143-61.For the l ist ofsources cited in the second article, see below, n. 13.
4' GAL' I' 365, No' l0; sgd,I,624. This work has survived only in the manuscript of a 9th/l5th century persian translation. Seec. A. Storey, PersianLiterature. A Bio-Bibriographicar survey, (Lonáon, 1935), i, pp. r77-.g.
s. GAL, r, 365: SBd, r. 624.

Í;"?'i:'ï19"1ïTjjl1*ïo:*^1,*1-*9lf l:._1':9?ghdad, and at the invitation ortrre Buwayh id, wazïr al-sáhib rbn .Abbàd,

Ï.illiï'.,''ll,H'"?tlïïl::*ï:ï,1'i-*' ::'::,,::Í:!: .1..": ry ;}""i; T:FiËi; íi{;i":;;?:ï;'aíi-;i"àï,'"À;ffiï
iÏ:Yl::lf_:,ïo:,,ïf,"130,:';3lll t:^!:dt it,!.'!i??t y,à-(abaqaí at-mu.'taz.ita (,.rh; vi't;;;iil;fi,il:ï",iíi#i:Ïï iii:
Y:l::i11,::,): n1u-tlsneoin,lunis.in te74 and cited by th,eïuthór of the dictionary (at_1Tabaqdt in the manuscript) in his biography ofthe Mu'tazilites. For more detail about him, see GÁ5,l. 624_6.

7' This evidentlv refers to the Shaf itefaqïh 'Abd al-Malik b. Sa'd Ab[-l-Fadl al-TamÍmr, who studied/qfr in Baghdad from
*::Ïiit 

":t$:,il tlj^lil:.. 
91T.ïa 

teagtrilg jL ll.^.i!t or Khurrabad. Àccàroing to al-sam'ànï, who conveys first-hand information
alive at the time that al-Sam'ànls diir rne ume rnar ar-)am'anrs dlctlonary was written. See al-Subkï, Tabaqdt,Lv,262.

8. This_is Mutammad b. Sahl Abu-l-'Ala' al-háfi2 al-Hamadáni'(48g-i69/1095-amadáni (488-569/1095-1173), muhaddith and eur'ànic reader. In
::j,ï'::,,: !,1:t:,,j:.!"-yi,:g i j.,:;,1:,)T:li"_q"qËi.,r ;j;ti;; ,'ytínfi:,yíia_;;;;;,(riï":,,^:ii,íÀï#ió;i:;",:"i:.àl
:í:'):::::ï'l-::*:::l\?i .b:!,!!,:K.itab zaz ày,a,ary (*r,uí.rÈ,;. p;É;;;)";;; d,ii;Ë,ffi;#, ï,'rïhïffiïï;the manuscript is a,ccompanied by the formula for one oepartid - rahímahu Altah -which indicat;r;ffi;í;Kirá'Àjil,ffiïï:ïi:dictionary after 5691 | 173.
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9. works with this title were extremely cornmon - they expounded the 40 hafiths (with rsnáds) which go back to the Prophet' In

addition to the Kitdb al-arba'ïn,the author seems to have useá *óth.t work by Muwaffaq b' A\mad' M,aldqib al-ímàm Ábï Hanïfa ("The

virtues of ImàmAb[ Han-Éa,), the manuscript or wnicrr tras u.* pr.r.*.0 aná published-(Hydèrabad, l32lll903-44)' see GAL' sBd' I'

549,623;Kahhala Mu'jam, XIII' 52.
10. The tull title of this commentary is al-Kashsháf 'an haqá'iq al+aruïl.wa-'uyun ,al-aqawïl fi wuiilh al-ta'wïl ("showing the Truths

of the Revelation and sources of Judgments on tut.'un, of Interpretation"). The author was the authoritative Mu'tazilite theologian'

Hanafitefaqïh, literary iigure, and philáogistr4airrnuJ b. 'umar Áuo-t-Qusi. al-Zamakhsharï (467-53811075-1144)' He was born in

Zamakhshar and lived and died in Gurganj 1Khor.ólii-iashshaf @oÀpleted in 52811134) is the only Mu'tazilite commentary to have

survived in full. It was well-known in tie Muslim Easi even among opponents of the Mu'tazilites. Al-ZamakhsharÍs commentary is distin-

guished by its attention t" prrii"r"gi."r ^o9tf r 
(3 quurií *ttictr maoï tÍri Khorezmian school of philology famous) and its depth of analysis'

founded on a rational ,t.,-.p..i.tË" or trtu-i. àogn;u. The main authorities for al-Zamakhsharl were the Mu'tazilites al-Játriz, al-qadt

.Abd al-Jabbar and otherJ who are mentioned by the author of the dictionary. He also made direct use of al-Kashshóf' on al-

Zamakhsharïs .o,n-.nr*y-, ;.; E. Á. Rezvan, "roian i elo tolkovanie" ("The Qur'an and its commentary"), Khrestomatiia po islamu,

comp. anO ed. by S. M. Prózorov (Moscow, 1994)' pp' 55-9: -
ll. This is an obvious reference to Firdaws oflo.tnía, ("Garden of Reports"), a collection 9l]9,0q0 short traditions in alphabetical

order. The author of the collection was the histo.ian oiÉamàd*, shiru*uytt t. sttutt.io. (Shahrida-d) a/-fiafia l$! Shuja' al-Daylami al-

Hamadán! whose taqab*^-.if"ya-t+ iS,-�SOqrcSa-�l l l5). See al-SubÍ<l Tabaqdt, tV, -2-3-!; GAL,I,344' Nos' 5' 3'

0. Kifib al-qand (or at-eandiya) by Ab[ ltafg al-Nasafi is a continuation of the "History of Samarqand" compiled by al-IdrïsÏ

(d. 405/1012). An abridged peiian í.rrlon ortne xiàu oritord\Tc-ome down to us (published), as well as a seventeenth-century Arabic

manuscript of this writing. S.. V. V- e"ft ol'd, Sochinenra iWorks) (Moscow, 1963), i, p' 6l; GAL' SBd' l' 762' XIII; also GAS' l' 353'

N o .  l l , I .
13. A. B. Khalidov was the first to publish the list of sources employed by the author of the dictionary (in all, 59 compositions)' See

Khalidov,s..Biographicheskii slovar,," pp. 144-56. The scholar sutaiuioeain.m into 6 groups' The first group comprises the works

which have come down to us, including those survivin! in citations or in Persian translations (Nos. 1-20); the second - those works

which have been lost but are known by their titles mentïoned in Muslim writings (Nos. 2l-31); the third - those identified if unknown

by other sources CNos. :z-+ól;1rt. r*nrr - not ia.ntirt.a 1Nor. 4l-aï: the fiÍth - writings the titles of which are mentioned without

providing any information abóut them (Nos. ++-szi: Áa, hnally, ttr. tust group comprises the writings about which only mentions in

passing survives and one cannot state with certainty íh.th., thosl mentions refei to written texts or not (Nos. 53-59)' Apart from this,

some well-known authors - al-Madá'inÍ, al-waqidi, al-Suli, etc. --constitute a separate group: citations from them are given in the dic-

tionary with no indication of the exact titles of thé *Lrtr. er a whole, the list suggèstgd ca1 be considered as rather full, though the titles

are regrettably given in the concise form. Nonethet.ss, the list enables us to havJan idea of the corpus of works, which were used by the

author of the dictionary. certainly, this list needs some corrections and additions. Thus, among the works which are labelled by

A. B. Khalidov as "unknown", we see al-Tabaqat by a certain qddï-l-.qu(át (No. 47)' In 9qeq,-qris-appears to be the a.l-.labaqdt al-

mu,tazila, composed by the well-kn own faqïh and lr4u'tazilite ttreoiogian, qa{t-l-quQat :Ald 3l-JiP.bár 
b' Al.rmad (about him, see n 6)

whose works are refened to by the dictionary's author more often ttran' it is beiievéd by e. B. Khalidov. The work has come down to us

and been published r...ntiy.ïor.over, the áuthor of the dictionary refers to another éxtant writing by'Abd al-Jabbár, al-Mughni(pub'

lished). It is lacking in the list given by A. B. Khalidov. Also, the sc'holar included in the same group of "unknown" sources Kitab al-kashf

(in the manuscript this work iíalso rófened to more often than A. B. Khalidov thinks). Most iikely, this Kitdb al-kashf is Kitdb al-kashf

wa-l-baydn,a commentary eaísïr) oÍtthe eur'án uuitto..à by Atrmad b. Muhammad Abu Ishaq al-Tha'labï, or al-Tha'álibï (about him, see

n.22).
Among sources, which could not be identified by A. B. Khalidov, is also the Manáqib al-Shafi'ï by Sijistani (No' 42). The work

under this title is also rirt.á CNà. 3g) in the group of soírces which are known only from the dictionary of Ab[-l-Karam, as A' B' Khalidov

maintains. His author i, .r,oi*-us Íuu-r-ïó*'ur-Eui.i (with reference ro.G:4i,I, 486). However,. w-e-$ow from al-SubkÍ that the author

of the Manáqit orsnaf|iii.1f,,;',,-.,};; ut-Àui.i (oiut-Áburïas stands in the manuscript) and al-SijistánT' Evidently' in the case with

the Mandqib al-Shafi'íwedeal with the same author (see also n' 20)-,

The list of A. B. Khalidov lacks also the folloil-ng works: a/-Na.! a'ih al-kibar by al-Zamakhsharï (see also n.-36),. al-Nuhba by al-

Sam.ánÍ (by the way, this work is absent in the list órut-su.'rtts writings given-in al-subkï),.Krfáb al-qand by the author of our

dictionary gatabtu fi kitab at-qand), from which. he borrows the tale about tiai Ab[ Muf ammad al-Muzani who was a table-companion

of rhe ruler of Khorasan i il ;;k;y be identifred as the work under the same title authóred by Abu $af; al-Nasafr)-' about it, see n' 12'

It seems also unlikely tnàt the author bf the work entitled Amatr (Dictations") was Abri Sa'd al-Sam'ánï, as A. B. Khalidov states (see

No. 25 of his list and his note ti). tn any case, the author of the dictionary *ré.t. thut the author of the Amálï is the father of Abu sa'd'

Muhammad. About the latter al-Subkl wdtes that he "dictated" (amld) the text during 140 gatherings (zo7lr,ses) in the mosque of Merv

i:Ëtïiff;d'ï"rï'rïà,'ii, t87). Undoubtedly, the dictionary'à author cites imdm Muhammad al-Sam'ánÍs Amdli. However, doubts

remain as to the correct identifióation of the'Kifib al-tamhiá whose author, A. B. Khalidov believes, was Ab[-l-'Alá' al-Hamadani

Oi". :s àttrt. list and note 39 with reference to GAL, SBd,l,724,No. I !). About it, see above, n' 8'

14. Al-Subkr, faooqàt, [t, 64-72; Bartol'd, op. cit., nV f]-+; QlL, l, 166; SBd, l, 276. According to Ab[-l-4asan al-Bavhaqi'

whocompleredhishistory-oiÉayrruqin563/116g,'al-Háki;al-NaysábiirÍsworkconsistedof 12volumes(seeBartol 'd, op.cit ' ,p'61,

".-à1. itË-,.nistory orNlíóui'i ïas'continued in a chionicle al-Siyaq li-Tar'ïkh Naysabir by 'Abd al-Gáfir b. Ismê'il Abii-l-Hasan al-

Farisï (45 l-5 z9ll05g-1134), the Nishapur muhaddith and preachêr. The writing covered the period up to 518/l 124. 'Abd al-Gáfir trav-

elled much and visired Kh;á, Ghazna and India (see at-suuti, labaqàt,lv,2i5; GAL,I,364; sBd,l, 197).In tum, al-siyaq li-Tar'ïkh

iiya,tarby .Abd al-Gàfir al-ríisi is one of the main sources of the Tabaqat al-sháf iya al-kublq by al-SubkÏ'

15. Al-SubkÍ, f"i iaít i,tos---l:yàqÍt, Mu'jam,III,343; nartol 'à, op. cit.,pp.78-9; Kahhala, Mu'iam,KII,-196'\4abmiid al-

KhwárizmÍ is also the u,itná. oi tn. Manaqi| Abt Hanifa. A manuscript of this work has come down to us (published in Hyderabad in

A.H. l32l). probably, the author of the diciionary used ihis work by Mahmiid al-Khwárizmï: he mentions the Manaqib Abï Ilanïfu ashis

source,
16.Al-Sam'ánÍ, al-Ansab,II, 100; lX, 177; Kahhala' Mujam, IX' 7, 105; O'A'sukharev4 Kvartal'naia obshchina pozdnefeo-

dal,nogo goroda Bukhary (v ,iro"í , istoriei l<v-artalov) (The Bl9ók lolmunity of the Later Feudal Bukhara: with Regard to the History of

the Blocks) (Moscow, 1976), p.276. sh. S.Kamaliádinov,"Kifib al-Ansalb" Abil sa'da as-sam'ónï kak istochnik po istorii kul'tury

Sredneí Azii (Kitáb al-ansdó by Abu Sa'd al-Sam'ánl as a Source for the History of Culture of Central Asia) (Tashkent' 1993), pp 145-

6.
17.Al-Subki labaqdt,IV, 260; GAL, SBd,l,564-5; Kahhala" Mu'iam'Yl' 4'



S. PROZOROV. A Unique Manuscript of a Biographical Dictionary by a Khorezmiqn Author

18. Al-SubY,t, labaqát,[Y,260; GAL, SBd,l,279; GAS,I, 196. The author of the dictionary refers also to other writings by Abu Sa.d
al-Sam'àni. These are Kitáb al-halówd ("Sweetness"), Kitdb al-lsfir 'an al-asÍàr ("Exposure of Travels"), al-Fawd'id al-Sam'aniya
("Al-Sam'ants Useful Exhortations"), or Fawá'id al-mawà'id ("Useful Feast Exhortations"). The titles of these compositions are known
from other sources.

19.GAL, SBd, 1,636, la; GAS, I,4ll; Makdisï., Ibn'AqíL, l70ff. The author of the dictionary refers also to al-Musnad by Abu
ttanifa, which he thinks to be an independent work. A manuscript of the writing has reached us (publisÍred in Aleppo in l3B2l1962).

20. Al-Sam'ánI, al-Ansab,l,63-4; al-SubkÍ, Tabaqat,Il, 149-50; ibid.,Ill,ll5---6.
2 I . Al-Subki, Tabaqat,lY , 214-7; GÁL,l, 363-4: SBd, l, 620-2.
22. Al-Subkl Tabaqdt, lll, 23; íbid., IV, I 96.
23.  GAL,r ,  r27;  SBd, l ,193.
24. GAL,I, 196; Kahhal4 Mu jam, XIII, 9l; GA5,1,445.
25. Al-Subki, Tabaqdt, IV, 56. In turn, AbÍi Sa'd al-Mutawallï studied /ikh with three authoritative scholars such as al-aáfr al-

Husayn (in Marwamrz), Abu Sahl al-Abïwardï (in Bukhara), and Abu-l-Qasim al-Marwazï al-Furant (in Merv). The latter died in Merv in
46111069. He was the author of Kitdb al-ibdna ("The Exposure [of the Foundations of the Belief]") to which his pupil Abti Sa.d al-
MutawallÍ wrote a "Supplement" (Kifib al-tatimma). Both works reflected the views of al-Ash'arfs theological schoól whose principles
they shared and advocated. Abti Sa'd al-Mutawalli was considered an authority in dogmas and their divergences. Till his death he taught at
the famous madrasa al-Nizamiyya. See al-Subki Tabaqat,lIl,223-5.

26. Al-Subkï, Tabaqdt,III, 147-50; ibid.,3J; GAL, SBd,ll,144.
27. GAL, SBd,l, 355-4 (No. 4); GAS,1,654 (No. 4); see also A. Knysh, "At-Tirmizi" ("Al-TirmidhÍ'), Islam na territorii byvsheí

RossiísÈoi imperii. Entsiklopedicheskií slovar', fasc. I (Moscow, 1998), pp.9l-1.
28.GAL, I ,  154(No.3) ;SBd,  I ,247(No.3) ;GAS, I ,  Ind ices.  In thel is tof  sourcessuggestedbyA.B.Khal idov,  Ki tdbdhammal-

malahï and Kifib tahrïm al-shatranj wa-l-malàhi are shown as a single work under the title Kifib tahrïm al-nard wal-shatrani wa-l-
malàhï whose author is said to be Mu{rammad b. al-Husayn al-Àjunt (d. 360/970). See Khalidov,':Biograficheskii slovar"',i. fsf,
No. 1 I with reference to GAL, SBd,l, 274, No. 9. But the author of the dictionary considered the two works to be independent writings. It
should be noted that Írmong numerous compositions of Ibn Abi-l-Dunyá we encounter Kitdb dhamm al-maldhi, a manuscript of which is
held in Berlin.

29 .  GAL . t . 4 t2 .
30. The work was published in Cairo (also many rimes in Mecca). See GIE l, 447, 436.
3 l. Al-Subki, Tabaqát, lll, 224.
32.GÁL, SBd, l, 731---2; GAS, 1,626; S.M. Stem, "Abu-l-Qasim al-Busti and his refutation of Isma'ilism". JMS 0961).

pp. l4-35 where the author used this work by al-Jushamï.
33. GAL, SBd, l, 616-7 (No. 8).
34. Ibid., 293, 6 a; 357, 6b; GÁ5, 1, 601---2.
35. al-Subki, Tabaqdt,II, 218; GAL,I,275; GAS,I, 210-1.
36. GAL,l, 292 (xrr\; SBd,l, 5r I (X[).
37. YáqDt, Mu'jam, VI, Index; ídem, Irshdd, II, 304; íbid., V, 355; GAL, I, 351; SBd, I, 593; Kahhal4 Mu'jam, XIII, 12;

A. B. Khalidov, "Antologiia al-Abi v rukopisi Instituta vostokovedeniia AN SSSR" ("A manuscript of the antholory of ai-ÀUi in the In-
stitute of Oriental Studies of the USSR Academy of Sciences"), Issledovaniia po istorii kul'tury narodov Vostàka. Sborník v chest'
akademika I. A. Orbeli (Moscow-Leningrad, 1960), pp. 487-91.

I l l u s t r a t i o n s

Manuscript of the biographical dictionary by AbD-l-Karam al-Khwàrizmï al-Andarasfàni (call
number C2387) from the collection of the St. Petersburg Branch of the Institute of Oriental
studies, fol. I a with the text of the biography of 'Abdallàh b. al-Murábak al-KhurásánT.

Fig.2. The same manuscript, fol. l37b (p.273)with the beginning of the biography of Muhmtid b.' U mu al-Zamakhshari al-Khwárizmï.
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