A MUSLIM ICONOCLAST (IBN TAYMiYYEH) ON THE
“ MERITS” OF JERUSALEM AND PALESTINE

Crarres D. MATTHEWS
BIRMINGHAM-SOUTHERN COLLEGE

Tsuamic popular legends surrounding holy places in Jerusalem
and Pilestine are very numerous.. Works of history, geography,
and religion by Muslim authors of the past have been liberally
supplied with them. Their prominence is due to the fact that
Jerusalem and all Palestine have been and are just as holy in the
eyes of the Faithful as to Jews and Christians, Jerusalem is the
first of the two giblas, and the third (after Mecca and Medina)
of the most sacred lands—awwal al-qiblatein wathdlith ol-haramain
ash-sharifain.

The “ Cult of the Holy Land ” within Islam grew up naturally,
from the Jewish-Christian foundation of the new religion. (Many
of the actual legends are Jewish or Christian in origin.) It was
developed by the religious and political policies of the Omayyad
Caliph ‘Abd al-Malik in face of his rival ‘Abdullah ibn az-Zubeir
in Mecca and the Hejaz. It was heightened by the crisis of the
Crusades and the temporary loss of the territory of Palestine and
the Syrian littoral covered by the Crusader states. The exalted
and universal veneration for Palestine is attested by a number of
works on the “merits ” (fada’il) of the Holy City and the Holy
Land.* Extravagant traditions are repeated in many books as to
the value of prayer, fasting, alms, a lesser pilgrimage, and other
religious exercises—even to making vegular Pilgrimage, or Hajj,
to Jerusalem as to Mecca.

It is rare to find, outside the great circle of learning and reason
of the Mnu‘tazilites in the reign of Ma’miin and following (ninth
century, Christian era), individuals opposed to the exaggerated

* Bee the list of works on Syria and Palestine in LeStrange, Palestine
Under the Moslems, London and Boston, 1890; Reynolds, The History of
the Temple of Jerusalem, London, 1836 (really a translation, poorly done,
of the Ithaf ul-Akhigsd, by Shams or Kamil ud-Din as-Suyiiti); and the
catalogues of collections of Arabic MSS. On the question of the Jewish-
Christian origins of Islam, see Torrey, The Jewish Foundation of Islam,
Jewish Institute of Religion Press, New York, 1933 (Hilda Stich Stroock
Lectures).
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popular views of the sanctity of Jerusalem and Palestine, and
definitely engaged in a campaign of iconoclasm. Such a one was
Ahmad ibn Taymiyyeh al-Harrini, whose very brief work, Qg “ida
fi Ziyara Beit al-Muqaddas (or al-Magdis), we are here consider-
ing. He and his work may claim our attention for a moment be-
cause of the universal interest of the subject, because of the un-
usual point of view and because of his importance as the main
spiritual progenitor of the epoch-making Wahhabism of present-
day Arabia.

The MS., only a few pages, is the second part of No. 295 of the
Yale Landberg Collection of Arabic MSS. acquired by gift of
Morris K. Jessup.? (The first part is another work by Ibn Tay-
miyyeh, Kiiah al-Ba‘alabakiyyeh, on the characteristic contention
that the word of Allah came directly to Mohammed and mnot
through Gabriel or any intermediary.) The MS. naturally exhibits
some of the defects inherent in copying. But it is for the most
part clearly written. From the form of some of the letters and
other evidence, T should judge it to be of fairly recent origin-—say
eighteenth century.

Iluminating details of the biography and work of Thn Tay-
miyyeh are given by Nicholson, Literary History of the Arabs.?
He was born at Harrdn in 1263, was educated thoroughly in the-
ology and canon law at Damascus, became a literalistic Hanbalite
and fiery reformer seeking to “regfore the primitive monotheism
taught by the Prophet and to purge Islam of the heresies and
corruptions which threatened to destroy it . . . saint-worship,
pilgrimage to holy shrines, vows, offerings, and invocations.” e
even protested against infercession through the Prophet and pil-
grimage to his tomb in Medina. In several instances in the
Qd“ida he says that unrepentant “heretics ” must be killed, His
thanks were opposition and imprisonment, in which condition he
died. His reward was the mixed one of having more than 2,000,-

? Descriptive article by Prof. Charles C. Torrey, in The Library Jowrnal,
Feb., 1903. The Yale collection contains a third work of Ihn Taymiyyeh,
No. 25 in the brief temporary catalogue in the hand of Count Landberg,
Kitdb al-Iman, with a note by the collector that it has been used by
Goldziher and Schreiner. The MSS. are at present being catalogued by
Dr. Leon Nemoy of the Sterling Memorial Library at Yale, under super-
vision of Professor Torrey,

* Summary, pp. 462-3. Other references on pp. 371, 465, 466,
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000 people present at his funeral—and to :rgceive the very sain.t~
adoration against which; he had labored! His death occurred in
Damascus, his adopted home, in 1328.* . o

The importance of Ibn Taymiyyeh for the modern East.h_es in
the fact he was the direct spiritual ancestor of the Wahhibi Islam
which made itself predominant in Arabia in the eighteenth cen-
tury, was worsted by Muhammad ‘Ali the maker of modern Egypt,
remained a smoldering fire in the deserts of Nejd for ne.arly a
century—and again has spread over almost the‘(.antire penmsula,
ruling from the Holy Cities of Mecca and Medina mno less than
from the central desert capital of Riyadh. The story of the first
triumph and temporary arrest of Wahhabism is well known.* The
second triuroph has largely taken place since the World War. .It
has included the ousting of the Sharifian dynasty of King Hussein
from the Hejaz by the victorious Thn Sa‘ud. The latest phase was
the successful martial strife with the Tmam Yahya of the Yemen
(a Shi‘ah land) in the spring of 1934. The present ru].e'r is con-
cerned not only with matters of religious reform according to the
stern, puritanical, iconoclastic example of the founder of the
movement, Mohammed ‘Abdul Wahhib (born about 1720), but
also with efforts to develop the natural resources of Arabia by
application of modern science, and with a program of. trans:fo‘;mf
ing his subjects, nomads from time immemorial, into settled
dwellers in civic and agricultural life wherever practicable.®

What concerns us here i that all this transformation of Arabia
that has been and will be ” is due to our author, Ibn Taymiyyeh.
For the founder of Wahhabism was “ fired by the example of Ihn
Taymiyyeh, whose writings he copied with his own hand.” Ibn

*One year before the death of Ibn al-Firkih of Damascus, whose work,
Kitab Ba‘ith en-Nufas ild Ziyarat al-Quds al-Mahris, a good example 'of
the collections of pious lore on Jerusalem and Palestine, was discussed in
The Journal of Biblical Literature, LI, part 1T, 1932,

% Summarized, Nicholson, p. 466. See also referemces to Burckhar.dt,
“ Materials for a History of the Wahabys,” in his Notes on the Bed({ums
and Wahabys, London, 1831; Dozy, Hssai sur UHistoire de I’Islomisme,
chap. 13; Philby, Arabia, ete. .

¢ See Philby, drabie; Rihani, Maker of Modern Arabia, ete.

Philby says M. ‘Abdul Wahhab was born 1703; pp. 8, 54. .

" Indirectly, he has exerted important influence upon modern Islamic
movements in such groups as that of the Sanussi, especially in North
Africa. See, e.g., Nicholson, p. 468,
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Taymiyyeh apparently was martyred in vain—< but his work was
carried on by others and was crowned, after a long interval, by the
Wahhahite Reformation,” 8 ,

The zeal of the Wahhabis, in the eighteenth century and in the
twentieth, has been directed against saint-worship, belief in inter-
cession through any creature (even the Prophet), extravagance or
display in tombs, buildings, or dress, and smoking.. Needless to
say, they maintain an opposition to alcoholic liquors, intensified
beyond the usual Muslim interdiction. Their iconoclasm of earlier
times was extreme. They interfered with the Pilgrimage, de-
stroyed rich tombs of the saints and even that of the Prophet, and
subjected the Black Stone to another smashing. These acts of
religious violence are now not so common. But the same stern
ideals of simplicity and purity of life and religion remain uncom-
promised.

Let us bring this introduction to a close with reference to the
subjects which Ibn Taymiyyeh treats in the Qd%da. Contrast with
the ordinary popular view in such a work as the Ba‘ith an-Nufis
of Ibn al-Firkdh would be most interesting.?

Pious journeys to Jerusalem, he says, despite traditions from
the Prophet ranking it with Mecca and Medina, are only for
prayer, invocation, dhikr, reading the Qur’an, and private devo-
tions. A vow for pious journey to Jerusalem may or may not be
binding. A vow for such to the tomb of Abraham, the tomb of the
Prophet, Mt. Sinai, Mt. Hird’ of Mobammed’s meditations, the
Cave of the Hijra, or other sacred places is not binding—and such
pious visits are even forbidden. This view is emphasized by quota-
tion of the following tradition:

“It is related of the Prophet (bless him!) in the two Sahihs
that in his death-illness he said, Allah confound the Jews and the
Christians who take places associated with their prophets as places

8 Quotations from Nicholson. He refers in note 2, p. 466, to a valuable
contribution by Goldziher to our knowledge of the literary relationships
and religious influence of Tbn T. This is in ZDMG, Bd. 52, 1898, pp. 156-7,
in a review of Patton’s Ahmed ibn Hanbal and the Milna, Leiden, 1897.
The extant MSS. copied by hand of M. ‘A. Wahhab are in Leiden, * die
Aminschen Codices nr. 127 und 638” (Landberg, Cat. de mss. provenant
d’une bibl. privée & el-Medina, 1883, 35, 1387).

° Now published in JPOS., Jerusalem; introduction in last number 1934,
text in autumn-winter number 1935,
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of worship! What they do must be shunned! And ‘A’isha said,
Had it not been for this, his tomb would have become the chiefest
shrine; but he disapproved its being made a place of worship.”

Further: Traditions that Mohammed on the famous Night-
Journey prayed elsewhere than in Jerusalem (as in Medina, at the
Trees of Moses, Flebron, and Bethlehem) are false. Only ordinary
acts of worship should be performed in Jerusalem, above all things,
the circuit, or fowdf, must be reserved only for the Ka‘aba in
Mecca. Jerusalem as the first ¢ible is made light of, for although
it was such, it has no authority now that the gible is turned thither
no more. The Dome of the Rock possesses and bestows no special
merit, Omar, it is insisted, did not even pray there when in
Jerusalem (though he did at the Mihrdb of David). In fact, the
Rock had no roof over it through the Orthodox Caliphate and
through the Omayyad era until the reign of ‘Abd al-Malik, who
thus and otherwise embellished the Haram and Jerusalem and
sought to establish regular Pilgrimage thither to deter his people
from visiting Mecca and falling under influence of its master
the rival caliph Ibn az-Zubeir. There is no footprint of Mohammed
or Jesus on the Rock. The Valley of Jehoshaphat is not neces-
sarily the place where the Sirdt, the slender Judgment path, will
be set up. Worship in the Haram area should be performed only
at the Mosque al-Agsa.

Extravagant devotion toward and veneration of tombs of the
prophets, ete., is decried (yet the author believes in the tradition
that the “ earth has no power to consume the flesh of the prophets ”
—and hence that they are preserved in a kind of death-sleep *°
until the Judgment).

The question of the propriety of visiting places of worship of
unbelievers is unsettled; but if they contain images or pictures,
visiting them is prohibited. There are only three real harams in
the world—Mecca, Medina, and Wejj (a wady in T#if). There is
danger in visiting such places as Jerusalem at the time of religious
rites of the unbelievers. Pious visits to Asgalon, the Lebanons,

10 Of, the accounts of visits to (and visions of visits to) tombs of the
Patriarch-prophets underneath the Hebron Mosque, in the Muthir ¢l-Ghardm
li-Ziyarat al-Khalil, ‘a. m., by Abu ’1-Fidd’ of Hebron; which has been edited
from MSS. in Yale, the British Museum, and the Bibliothé¢que Nationale,
but not yet published.




6 Charles D. Matthews —pried) e 8005 ‘_59 sacle |

ete., bestow no merit; for they are no longer the border-garrison
posts where it formerly was meritorious to reside and to fight in
the way of Allah, ,

Running into the subject of jinn who represent themselves as
holy men in such regions as the Lebanons, the author suddenly
turns from his topic to discuss at length how jinn have fooled
people by appearing even in the form of the mysterious al-Khidr.
He temporarily returns to his theme to argue against intercession
through any creature—but again lets the jinn “fly away” with
him as he tells how they transport folk on unhallowed pilgrimage
and play other pranks on the too trustful.

It is reassuring for the future of the Islamic East that the spirit
of Ibn Taymiyyeh in milder form has taken possession of many
leaders of the people. Ome of the signs is this: Some guide books
repeat the pious lore about the buildings of the Haram in Jeru-
salem so as to lead the traveller to expect those in charge to
reiterate the marvellous legends with the awe of thorough accept-
ance. But perhaps you also have had the experience of having
these marvels indeed referred to underneath the Dome of the Rock
—only for the insistence that they are not believed !

I am honored to have had the assistance of Professor Torrey on
several of the notes in this study, and inadequately thank him here.
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1 The heading of the Kitdb al-Ba'alabakiyyeh adds <5’ | JDJ\.
?MS. has &g -
3 MS. all|\s, one of the many examples of careless or ignorant writing.

5 MS. confused here by dittog. from below, then corrected by crossing out.
o MS. dedw.
TMS. yeeken 1
* ®The MS. has } gla) | and 39| indiscriminately; I leave it so.
°MS. 545-
0 MS. (‘\’
BMS. § a9
12 M8, 45
P M. Lo TUL
UMS. o Ll
15 MS. \:;'l .
0 MS. Lo .
17 One elif in crowded writing for f.y\wj\ and o).

20 Qur rationalistic puritan does not try (or desire) to attack the Night-
Journey. tradition, so miraculously colored. As is seen at the end, he also
believes in the Jinn and the Shayatin and their malevolent powers.

= MS. GM

22 MS- wﬁyo
2
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3 MS. G‘y}" and omits Y .
2 MS. J,‘,c. The temporary qibla is made much of in other books,

2 MS. )\ ,

26 Cf. Paul, Acts 21. 24; 18. 18. On the po{nt just above, a typical
tradition is recorded in Ba@'ith an-Nufis, ch. 4: “On authority of Makhil
it is reported (that Mohammed said), Whoever drives sacrificial animals
to Jerusalem shall enter Paradise carefully guided, and shall visit all the
Prophets in Paradise, and they shall envy him in his relationship with
Allah the Mighty and Glorious! ”

7 MS. Ui; just as ol-Masjid ol-Agsé means often the entire Haram
area, 80 Beit al-Magdis or al-Beit al-Muqaddas often means the whole
sacred land of Palestine. In connection with the argument against the
ceremony of circuiting anything but the Ka'ba, it would of course be
impossible to circuit al-Agsa itself due to its position against the Haram-
city wall.

3 MS. o1

* MS. ilell.

30MS. 59ls at every occurrence.

3 MS. LSL""

82 MSU.,LJ\ This is a nice bit of historical rationalizing. There is a
slight confusion in the paragraph from marginal writing of ijtima‘ihim
blibn. . ..

33 MS. uses root, (Vap

3+ MS. 29

3 Of. note 33 and see Wright, 1, 6C.

*¢ LeStrange, Palestine, ete., p. 136, from Shams (or Kamal) ad-Din
as-Buyuti: “The Footprint seen here is that of the Prophet when he
mounted the steed Al Burak to ascend into heaven. In Crusading times
it was called Christ’s Footprint. . . . The place of the Noble Footprint
may be seen at this day on a stone that is separate from the Rock . . . to
the south-west. This stone is supported on a column.”

37 MS. uﬂ .

3¢ Prof. Torrey, along with other indispensable help, gave me the follow-
ing note: “\ze IV is not in the dictionaries; but it is not needed there.
The reading is quite proper, and certain. The verb is equivalent to
J:.S" J:?u',- etc-”

%% One wonders whether this for the Church of the Resurrection (al-
Qiyima) is merely a term of opprobrium or a transfer of the zubdle from
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the Haram. If the tradition of the malicious zubdle is correct, then the
term al-Qumdima i3 deserved!

+0 Mu'dwiya, on his proclamation as caliph in Jerusalem, is said to have
prayed at “ Golgotha,” Gethsemane, and the Tomb of Mary. I have for-
gotten the reference.

L MS. d”
2MS. Ll

# 1. e, “from ‘Air to Thaur, one station after another”” A tradition,
Prof, Torrey informs me, designed to define the Haram region of Medina—
troublesome because the mountain ‘Air is at Medina and that of Thaur at
Mekka. Some, he continues, resolve the difficulty by asserting there was
also an ‘Air at Mekka and that the distance between the two mountains
was the measure for the Medina region. But the authorities say the true

reading is o] ‘5” FE oo
# MS. 29

SMS. 595-

40 MS. LQ“\”

7Pl of JL;, “ people, persons,” as Prof. Torrey informs me,
8 Cf. note 47. MS. has both times J%f}.

“©MS. las.

5 An opinion from a valued source was that the text should read
‘5,13\ 3 Y (5’ Jb ) and that the meaning was that the tradition making
Jerusalem a place of Hajj was as false as the one in which Mohammed is
made to say any group visiting him, not doubting him, in any single year
would be given Paradise as their reward. I wrote at first 6;,\ ij,

taking the tradition as metaphorical for Jerusalem and Medina or Mecea.
But now I see the hamza above the -elif, and also that the dot 1 took for
that of a nfin (in the end word of a line) is part of a perpendicular line

of dots, along the edge of the text. So reading here (::"L and taking the

Jo- g f\’a éﬁg to. necessitate consideration of %wo factors, I believe the
reference is to Abraham and Mohammed. In ch. 3 of the Ba‘ith an-Nufis
there are several traditions on the merit of making pilgrimage to Jerusalem
and Mecca in the same year. Abraham or Hebron may be used for

Jerusalem or Palestine generally.
5 MS. fM‘” .
52 MS. £ 9 and below, Jaf‘ . Many works on the merits of Jerusalem

and Palestine include sections on Asqalon, as in some later copies of the
Batith., Cf. MS. No. 4 under No. 6094 in Ahlwardt’s catalogue, Berlin.
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5 MS. La gl
®* The noted name, at end of line, is divided—as is the case with
numerous words in this text so illustrative of deeline in calligraphic art.

5% Sura 72. 6.
5o MS. 4] y
5 Sura 3. 75; MS. [FEVELR

®8 Perhaps better é‘, » not to confuse with Mohammed.

59 MS, }«,S ‘.)\)%_o. Better as here printed, or J)%)o.

o Ag bcst I can tell on my film copy, there are written at the lower
left-hand corner of this last page the words (’M‘“"}” C"“J L. On the
adjoining page the next division of the Yale codex continues: C“‘“}
Juncw\la swyyuou&aIub\M@wdwaw
S dyws\lp-jb\»‘y] o vy ¥ b Llse Vb Lgs il
CJ b I append here also references from the catalogues it was my

opportunity to eonsult while attending at Princeton the summer of 1935
the Oriental Seminar under direction of Prof. Hitti and auspices of the
ACLS: Loth, Cat. of the Ar. MSS. in the Lib. of the India Office, IT—
No. 467, Thn T.’s reply to a question regarding the attributes of perfection,

J\M(M u\sw DeSlane’s Cat.of the Ar. MSS. in the Bib. Ntle., Parig—
Nos, 243-4, Anc. Fonds 980, Thn T.’s. e s LS‘G‘JH (59 .M;Jm}) Lulwd!

No. 2962(2), his ”\,.Q} %, supporting Muslim action in closing some
Christian churches in Cairo; No. 3412 (4), a qeside of his. Ahlwardt’s
cat. of the Ar. MSS. in the Preussische Staatsbib., Berlin, a total of 37
works and references! (vol, 22 of the general catalogue of MSS., vol. 10 of
the Arabic), of which some of the most interesting--—No. 1994; No. 2054,

quoting a poem of Tbn T. of 102 verses, on free-will, in a book by O e

‘ZQMH sozw i Nos. 2082-3, s\J oo RYCS) s\ o) 459 SB_d1 LS

“)wﬁ (Kutubi in Bulaq edn. has ,_‘)\L:.MJ] o g ); the cat. states Ibn
T. wrote over 300 works, and says this No. 2080 ete., contain an elegy over
him by Isma‘il b. Moh. b. Bardas, 74 vss., basit (Landbernr 1019); No, 2084

quotes a few vss. of his; No. 2096, a defense of Ibn T. by c’)"‘\” O\-“’J’
9,433?‘” Pj o rﬁ“"f-’ (who is related tOV':; oy B\ RS
Y 3,,}) ? See below) ; No. 10128 (Landberg 158), a biog. of Ibn T., com-
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posite, from various materials, entitled: w\,@ (f &, o J \ ﬂ\ %,;\35‘
w w o A }{, author: " N @Jg\ gy Qgg‘),,,edited in

1818, with numerous elegies at the end. Ihn Ts lesy) o\ was published

in Cairo in 1325/1907, and his LS”M“’V‘ &J&H (.59 u“,\:.:;ﬁ\, with Shams
ad-Din ‘Abdullah b. Qayyim al-Jauziyah, in Cairo, in 1927. L. E. Brown,
The Belipse of Christianity in Asie, Cambridge University Press, 1933,
mentions in his bibliography p. 191, that there was published in Cairo in
1905/1822 Tbn Taimiyyeh’s “ Al-jawdb ag-sahih li-man baddala din al-
Masih.” As we learn from the above references, our author’s name was:

V,J.zﬂ s i\l | 71 eyl o et elal] gl i) E
Al o phdll ae O8I o) ) e rW‘
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