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The F,arthquake of r87 z in Antioch
Documentary Record
the Church of Saints Peter and Paul
Zeina Matar

INrRonucrloN

Throughout the centur ies, the town of Ant ioch
(Antakya) and the surrounding region. witnessed a
long series of earthquakes which succeeded one
another  in  the  years  79 .  9 ,1 .  115.  210.  340.1  12 .  860.
1150.  1170.  1822 and 1872 to  c i te  a  lew (Ar t t ioc l te ' .

312) .  On the  morn ing  o f  9  Apr i l  1872.  one o f  the  most
violent and most devastat ing earthquakes Ant ioch had
ever known shook the town. destroying over two-
thirds of it and kill ing about one thousand people
(Antioche: 312).

In the .firntan. which is reproduced and translated
here. and which is dated 1873 and was obviously
drawn as a direct consequence of the earthquake.
permission is granted to rebui ld a church r.r 'h ich had
been damaged. This church. which the 1970 Guit l t '  Blcu
to Turkey (p. 663) cal ls ' the Church of Haghios Petros
Paulos, a charming l9th century'  S-vr ian orthodox cha-
pel '  was or iginai ly bui l t  by Just inian. T.S.K. Boase
says about i t :  'The basi l ica of St.  Peter and Paul,
dating from the time of Justinian was the Latin cathe-
dral. This Byzantine building adapted to another rite
was characteristic of the confused nature of Antio-
chene ecclesiastical policy.' (Castles and Clrurches: 99).

The church is also mentioned as the Church of
Saints Peter and Paul in Antioche (see pp. 242 and 326)
where it appears on the city-plan and in the listing of
monuments dating from the Crusader period; here it is
referred to as the Basilica of the Apostles Peter and
Paul.

G. Le Strange's Palestine under the Muslims (see pp.
361-377\ offers a detailed description of the church
under study. The author translated excerpts from the
travel account of an llth-century Christian physician,
Ibn But lán (see J. Schacht,  art .  ' Ibn But lán'  in EI2.)
Excerpts of Ibn Butlán's works are preserved in Ibn al-

Qifti 's Ta'ríkh al-Hukama' (pp.294-314) among other
sources. 'In the centre of the city [Antioch] is the
Church of al-Kusiyán. It was originally the place of
Kusiyán, the King, whose son Futrus (St. Peter), chief
of the disciples, raised to l i fe.  ( . . )  I t  consists of a
chapel (haíkal), the length of which is 100 paces and

the breadth of it 80. and over it is a church (kanrsah)

supported on columns. in which the judges take their
seat to give judgement.  also those si t  here who teach
grammar and logic. At one of the gates of this church
is a cleps,vdra lfinldn) showing the hours. It works day
and night cont inuously.  twelve hours at a round and i t
is one of the wonders of the world.' Le Strange believes
the building to be the Church of Saints Peter and Paul;
he cites the church tradition according to which St.
Peter was Bishop of Antioch prior to his departure for
Rome. I t  is also reported that St.  Paul started his
missionary travels from Antioch (Baedeker 1894 413-
414).

In the l i -eht of  Ant ioch's importance in early church
historl'. rhts /trrntln is a si,cnificant document which has
al lo* 'ed us to gather some interest ing information. The
bui lding of the Church of Saints Peter and Paul
underwent many al terat ions and was rebui l t  several
times on the same site. As time went by, it also
diminished in importance; from a basilica. it became a
small local church.

The present document is important from the
viewpoint of form as well as content. Most of the

.firmans which have so far been collected are from the
16th and 17th centuries. with a fair number from the
l8th but not suff ic ient ly from the l9th century; thus,
the present work on the document has increased the
corpus of material available to scholars and students.

The Ottoman firntan. which is reproduced and
transiated here. is written on paper. measuring 79 x 58
cm. The reproduction is, therefore, considerably redu-
ced. The gold pounce on the tugra is now almost
completely gone. The text is written on the recto side
only. On the verso side are what looks like marks of
ownership, and also three later additions, briefly de-
scribing the subject matter of the document. It was
purchased in a souvenir shop in Damascus, about ten
years ago and is now kept in a private collection.
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books of all peoples. both Arabs and non-Arabs. that are
available in the Arabic language and script, concerning the
categories of the sciences, with information on the authors.
the generations of compilers. together with their genealogies.
their birthdates, their ages, the dates of their demise. the
places of their countries, their virtues and their shortcom-
ings, ever since each science was devised and up ti l l  our
t ime,  which is  the year  317 of  the Higra '  (vo l .  I ,  p .  2) .

3 See for a short survey on the author and his work my
article 'lbn al-Akfànr'. in: Encl'clopedia oí' Islant. Supplement
(Leiden 1982),  p.  381.  A fu l l  survey.  wi th a l l  b io-b ib l iogra-
phical details. wil l be published in my study (in Dutch) on
Ibn al-Akfáni, entitled De Egvptí:;che arts lhn al-AkJànt
(gest. 749 1348 ) en :ijn Indeling t'an de Wetensc'huppen.
Eclítíe van het Kitáb IrSád al-Qásid i lá Asná al-Maqásid. inel
een inleíding ot'er let'en en v'erk van cle ouÍeur (in the press.
Leiden).

a al-Safadi. at-Gay1 al-Musa{1lam .fi Sarh Lamíy;'at al-
'Af iant  (2 vols .  Cairo 1305'1888) l ,  p .  87 ,  4-7 .

5 Cf .  Brockelmann.  GAL G 1.322.
6 lriad al-Qasid 96. All references are to the paragraphs

in my.  as yet  unpubl ished.  cr i t ica l  edi t ion (sce above.
note 3) .

1 Al -WAÍ i  h i -o l -Wuf 'uvat .  vo l .  I I  (edi ted by S.  Deder ing.
Is tanbul  1949 (Bib l io theca Is lamica 6 b)) .  pp.  25-7:  A ' . t '0n a l -
'Asr  

t t 'u-A ' t ran o l -  íusr ' .  MS. Ber l in  We. 298 (cata logue
Ahlwardt .  No.  9864).  f f .  l lTb- l l8b.  . l l l . tc1t t  u l -Sutrugi '  hu.r ' t t
a l -Bàdi '  tc t -a l -Murc lg i  

' .  
MS Ber l in  We. 150- l5 l  (cata logue

Ahlwardt .  No.  8631).  vo l .  I .  f f .  33a-b (a l -Safadi 's  auto-
graph).

8 Saláh al-Drn al-Safadr. Al-Gav1 al-Musaggam fi Sarl.t
Lamivvat  u l - 'Agunt .2 vols .  (Cairo 1305i  1888).

q  I d . .  vo l .  I .  p .  10 .  3 -10 .
r o  I d . .  v o l .  I .  p . 3 0 ^ 2 2 - 2 5 .
I  I  I d . ,  vo l .  I .  p .  85 .  l 8 -27 .
r2  I d . .  vo l .  I .  p .  109 .  l - 25 .
1 3  I d . .  v o i .  I I .  p . 5 3 .  1 l - 2 6 .
ta I r ia t l  a l -Qasid 813-816.
ts J. Hirschberg. Drc arahíst' l tert Leltrhlit l ter der .. lugen-

heilkunde. Ein Cupitel :ur orahísr' lten LítÍeruturgest' lt i t ' l t te
( . . . ) ,  in :  Abhandlungen der  kón.  Preuss.  Akademie der
Wissenschaf ten 1905,  pp.  l -  I  17.  especia l ly  pp.  88-90 and 93:
also J. Hirschberg. Geschit:hte der Augenheilkuncle, 2. Buc'h,
Abt. 1 . Geschichte tler Augenheilkunde bei den Arabern
(Leipz ig 1905).  pp.  82-4.

tó Al-Fárábi. Catálogo de la:; Ciencias. Edicion y traduc-
cion Castellana por Ángel Gonzalez Palencia. 2nd edition
(Madr id  1953 ) .

1? Ibn Slná, Kitab al-Nagat /i al-Hikma al-Mantiqi,vl'a
v'a-al-Taht'i!'!'a wa-al-llahiyw. Ed. Màgid Fakri. Beyrouth
l  985 .

r8 Ibn Stna, KilAb al-Hudud. Edited by A.-M. Goichon,
Cairo 1963.

1q Al-Sahrastàn1, KiÍAh at-Milat v'a-al-Nihal. Edited by
W. Cureton (2 vols. London 1842-6). pp.348-429.

20 Fakr al-Din al-Rázr, Gani' al- 'Lllum. Ed. M. Husayn
Tasbïhi. Teheran 1346 1961.

2t lr iad al-Qasid 886.
22 lriad ul-Qusid 489.
23 lríqd al-Qasid 180-184.
2a lrsad al-Qasíd l l6: 

' Izz 
al-Din Ibn al-A1rr al-Gazan

(d.630/1233.cï .  GAL I .345) .  and l r iad a l -Qasid 283:  Diyá '
al-Din lbn al-{trr al-Óazarr (d. 631 i1239, cf . GAL I, 291).

2s lríad al-Qasid 352. 354. 576: al-Samarqandi (l ived
690i1291, cl. GAL I. 468); Iríad al-Qasíd 624 al-
Samarqandr (d. 619i1222. cf . GÁL I, 491); Iriad al-Qasid
585 a l -Naf t ' [by a l -Samarqandi  (d.  656i1258.  c f .  GAL I ,
381) l

26 Iríad al-Qasid 807; cf. F. Sezgin, GIS V. 271-281.
2 '  I r iad a l -Qasid 615:  a l -Magnsr  (d.  384i994.  c f  .  GAL l ,

? 1 7 1
28 MS Bologna.  Univers i ty  L ibrary.  Col lect ion Mars ig l i ,

No.  3406 ( l )  (cata logue by V.  Rosen,  Bologna 1885,  pp.
106-7, No. 457) contains a copy of an iga:a by the author to
al-Safadi, which is dated as early as 12 Ramadán 729 (10
July 1329). It is the earliest mention of the lr.íad al-Qasid,
but the exemplar of the Bologna MS was copied by al-
Safadi much later: in Óumádá I731 1336. MS Escorial No.
949 (cata logue by M. Casi r i  (Madr id 1760-70) .  vo l .  I .  pp.
379-80.  No.  944:  cata logue by H.  Derenbourg and H.P.J.
R e n a u d .  v o l .  I I .  f a s c . 3  ( P a r i s  l 9 4 l ) .  p p . 8 l - 2 )  c o n t a i n s  a
copy o l the author 's  rgrT:a.  dated Rabi '  I I  l41 1340.  We may
assume that the Ir. iod ul-Qtlsirl uas taught by its author ti l l
the rear  of  h is  death.  7.19 l3 ;18.  Apart  f iom the usual
var iant  readings uhich one encounters in  manuscr ipts .  there
are no s igni Í icant l r  rar iant  vcrsrons of ' thc b ib l iographical
sect ions in  the seven nranuscnpts r ih ich I  used for  the
edi t ion.  nor  in  an1'  other  MS that  I  have seen.  for  that
mat ter .

2o  These  p r i n ted  ed i t i ons  a re :
Calcutta 1849 (edited by A. Sprenger);
Cairo l3 l8 i l900 (edi ted by Mahm[d Abu a l -Nasr) ;
Beyrouth 1322i1904 (edited by M. Sahm al-Àmidr al-
Bu\ár i .  wi th a preface by Táhir  a l -Gazá' i r i ) ;
Cai ro 1398,1978 (edi ted by 'Abd a l -Lat i f  M.  a l - 'Abd).
This last cdition is solcly' bascd on two carlier printed
edi t ions:  Calcut ta 1849 and Be1' routh 190,1.

30 Al-Qalqaiandr. KrrrTó Suhl.t ul-A'icl. 14 vols. (Cairo
l9 l3 -9 ) .  He re  quo ted  f rom vo l .  I .  pp .467 -481 .  See  a l so  on
al-Qalqa5andr 's  bookl is ts :  G.  Wiet .  Les c lass iques du scr ibe
egyptien au XVe siecle'. ín Studíu Islantit 'u 18 (1963), pp.
41 -80 .

3t TáSkópriizáda. Miíiah al-Sa'ada wa-Mishah al-Síyada

fi Max'du'ar al- 'Ulunt. Edited by Kámil Kámil Bakri and
'Abd 

a l -Wahháb Ab[  a l -Nl r .  4  vols .  (Cairo 1968).
tt 

Hággi Kalifa, Kaifal-Zunun 
'an 

A.yantt al-Kutub wa-al-
Funun. Lexícon bihliographit 'um eÍ encl'clopaedicum (...).
Edi ted by G.  F l i ige l .  8  vols .  (London 1835-58) .

33 Tá5kópnizàda, Meyzuat-i Lilunt. Edited by Ahmet
Cevde t .2  vo l s .  ( I s tanbu l  l 3 l 3 i  1895 ) .

to E.g. Manfred Ullmann, Die I ' latur- und Geheímu'íssen-
schaften im Islam (Leiden 1972), pp. 361-2. where Ibn al-
AkÍàni's words are quoted by way of Tà5kópriizáda
without having been recognized.
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MANUSCRIPTS OF THE

(ntudabbir untur al-jumhurl - who has, with penetra-
ting insight, executed the important affairs of mankind
and who has, with correct vision. supported the struc-
ture of the state and its prosperity - and Architect,
who sustained the Pillars of the Sultanate (arkan al-
sa'ada) I and its requisite glory for the benefit of those
favoured (by His Imperial Majesty). He is one of the
Notables, the Governor of the Province of Aleppo2,
presented with and Bearer of the First Order (birinci
r ï i tbe) of Meri t  of  Sultàn 'Abd 

al-Majrd3, my vizier
Háj j ï  'Ah Pásháa; [and] to the Courier of  God. may
His Glory be exalted - Foremost of the Learned
Ulemas (r1udv'at al-'ulanta' al-ntuhatltliqín). the Deputy
of the Antioch District Court and its Muftr mav
God increase their knowledge . Eminent among the
Glor ious and I l lustr ious Members of the Counci l  (a ;a-
i majlis). may God increase their splendor.

May it be known that when the Exalted Rescript
(tatrqí' ro.íï) reached the Sovereign (Huma1"un).
because of the destruction wrought upon the Greek-
Orthodox Church of Saints Peter and Paul by an
earthquake (harake ur:-da) in the town of Ant iochs.
and real iz ing i ts worthiness because of the humble
entreat ies and suppl icat ions of the people. I  sare mv
Exalted Permission for the repair  t rnd reconstruct ion
(ta'nt ír  t 'e in.shasine) [of  the Church] in i ts or i_cinal
form. and I  have communicated this decision to the
Greek-Orthodox Patriarchate of Antioch.

At the time of supplication by petition. in keeping
with the norms of Imperial Honour and for the sake of
the repair and reconstruction of the aforementioned
church. I have seen fit to give my Imperial Permission
in accordance with the suitable procedures after having
obtained the oversight view of my' Imperial Drwán.

O ye. the aforementioned Wáli and Deput;- QtrdI
and Muftr .  and other aforementioned (dignitar ies) and
the Exalted Head of the Church which beion-ss of Old
to a registered ntillet (mille-f i ntarclilnte-vi nturtsilb olup)
and is not one of those communit ies attached to. part
of or part ic ipat ing in the Musl im Quarter and is not
included in a v,aqf.

The district and the region were feared (by the
people) and no one had appeared at the actual place of
destruction since that day. The expenses (masartfl were
in accordance with the laws and practices of the will of
His Imperial Majesty and had been applied. Since the
roads and crossroads (turuq ve ma'abir) had not been
disturbed, the engineer of that district had veriÍied (this
fact) on his own account as aforesaid, in accordance
with the findings of a former committee (ha,v'a), al-
though it did not have the authority for building or
construction. Moreover, it had collected money by
force Qahran) from the above-cited millet, and/or
harassed them at every occasion. for example by cau-
sing incidents without any reason when coming upon
members of the millet on the road of a district. when
no one was present and in a place where there was no
church.

MIDDLE EAST  2  ( I 987 )

Later on, in order to put into effect the proper
measures together with the receiving and returning of
the Exalted Order, a portion of the necessary plans was
sent along with the details of the official report, regis-
tered again in my Sublime Porte, completed and
announced according to the purpose of dispelling fear
and for mutual agreement [short lacuna].

The redaction was completed on the 29th (day) of
Dhu 'l-Qa'da al-Shanfa, 12896 in Constantinopie the
Protected.

Norgs
On the form of this document. see U. Heyd's contribution

to the 812 article 'Farman' by P. Hardy.
* I wish to thank Dr. A. Vincent for kindly lending me

this Jirman which he had purchased in Damascus. I am also
indebted to Profs. R. Sellheim. B. Kellner-Heinkele (Univer-
sity of Frankfurt) and K.M. Korteperer (New York Univer-
sity) for making valuable suggestions in both the commen-
tary and the translation.]

1 See J. Hell, art. 'Báb' in: Islànt Ansíklopedisi.
I  In  h is  ar t ic le  on Aleppo.  J .  Sauvaget  s tates that  the

Ottoman Proi, ' incc of Aleppo reached a 'cr-rlminating point
in  i ts  h is torr ' '  dur ing the f i rs t  hal f  o f  the Ot toman per iod.
tha t  i s  du r i ng  t he  l 0 - l l t h  l 6 - l 8 th  cen ru r i es .  See  a r t . 'Ha lab '
tn.  EI)  .

3  Sul tán 
'Abd 

a l -Ma.1rd I  is  credi tcd wi th the proclan.ra-
t ion dur ing h is  re ign of  the fhmous Khat t - i  Sher i f  o f  Gi j lha-
ne  (1839 )  and  the  Kha t t - i  Humáy [n  o f  1856 .  He  a l so
init iated the well known Tanzrmát period. or period of
important administrative reforms in the wilayets or provin-
ces. See J. Deny, art. "Abd al-Madjid' in EI2.

a The v iz ier  known as Háj j i  'A l i  Páshá (1815-1871) was
the second grand-vizier of the above-cited sultan. He was an
intell igent man and an ercellent diplomat. but unpopular
among his  compatr io ts .  For  b ib l iography see H.  Bowen.  ar t .
'À l i  Pasha Muhammad Amrn'  in ' .  EI | .

s  See  M.  S t reck -H .A .R .  G ibb .  a r t .  'An tákya ' t n :  E I2 .
ó This date corresponcls to 28 Januar l ,  1873.
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