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IN'I'RODUCJ'I'ION

CHRISTIAAN SNOUCK HURGRONJE'S
DESCRIPTIOI\i OF N,{ECCA

The l)utch Orientalist Cirristiaan Snouck Hurgronje (Oosterhout, B
FèLrruar-v l857 Leiden, 26June 1936), the reprint oi '"vhose study on

the dailv lile in NIecca in the latter part oÍ- the nineteenth centurv is

hereu'ith introduced, was not a relieious man. From almost everv page

of his monumental studv on N,{ecca, rvhich was originall,v published in

lBBB lBB9, it is evident that the ar-rthor had but few personal religious

fcelings. Religion as a social phenomenon, on the other hand, had his

làscination. His interest laid in finding answers to the question how and

to what externt people rvere rvillins to shape their private lives and social

organisation accordins to rvhat they accepted as God's commands.

Ever since Snouck Hureronje published his monograph on N,Iecca,

the book has amazed its readers. NÍecca was and is the Holv Citv lor

some, the Forbidden City lor others. How had a young \\'estern scholar
succeeded, and in such a short t ime, to become accepted by the N{ec-

cans as one ol thern and to write such a detailed description of N{ec-

ca's societv? Since Snouck Hureronje has mostly kept silent about this
rernarkable Íèat, stories oÍ' legendarv proportions were bound to come

into circulation. That is rvhy rve will treat the episode immediatelv pre-

cedins his journel'to N'Iecca in some detail.

The 2 I st-centurv reader should realize that the present book is a clas-

sic, but in manv nal's also a modern book. It describes N{eccan society

in the 1BB0's, and as such it is an important historical source in Íact

ti l l  toda,v the onll 'one on the subject. The lively and at t imes humoristic

stvle in rvhich Snouck Hurgronje describes the motir,'es and feelings of

some of the inhabitants of NIecca keeps his narratir,'e Íiesh and attrac-

tir.e. In addition. his ideas of horv to have dealings rvith people of diÊ

lerent cuitures and relieions, and how to describe these, are downright

modern.
The r.r'ork here published is the Englisl-r translation oÍ'rvhat appeared

in 1BB9 in German as the second."'olun.re of Snouck Hurgronje's book

on NIecca. It contains his account of the public and prir..ate iifè of the
Nleccans. ol the tri idit ionai educational svsterm in thc Great \{osque.
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and. last but not least. of the l i lè of the.ferlvah colonv in \lecc'a. l 'hc

f i rs t  ro lumc oÍ- thc or ie inal  ( iernran ec l i t ion LIBBBr is  a h is tor ica l  s tud\-

orr the Citl 'and its rulers. It reads as an account o1' nrtirc thnn u nri l lcn-

niurl of nrthless po\\:er plal-and rinrestrained gleed in tl.re t ' i tv rlhich

is tlre heart of Islam. but all that is not colltzl ined in the prercrrt vol-

ume. Sntiut'k Hurgronje's realistic approach ol \Iecca's historr does
not nccd to disturb us as anti-lslanric bias on l 'r is part. sincc \Iuslinr

historians thcnrseir-es are quite open-niinded on the sr-rlr ject. in tht' sanrc

1f i11., ltrobal:rlr; as Ronran Cathcil ics think about the secret histcirr-o1'the

\zrtican: most holr-and most urrholl-oiien so l iand in hand.
'fhe 

English translation u,as nrade bl'J.H. \Íonahan. a Brit isir consu-

lar agent lrf io has had rnanv postines in the Nliddle East. ln 1909 he u,as

Brit ish consul in.Jeddah. u'here he becanre interested in Snouck Hur-

gronjc's book irnd he started to rnake a translation. He onlv cornpletcd it

tu'ent\'\-ears latcr. The final phase o1' the translatins= \\'as done in Leiden

under Snouck Hurgronje's personal supcn'ision and thc English trans-

latior.r of 193 I is irr Íact thc finzrl authorized version oÍ'the text. It rvirs

and is a classic of crpkrrzrtion and anthropoloe-r. and the scle'ctior.r of

i lh-istrations. choscn Íiom Snouck Hurgronje's ou'r] photoeraphs nrade

in lBB4 1885.  rnake t i rc  Engl ish edi t ion a p leasant l r ' readable.  se l Í l

contained description oÍ' scenes lrom the daih l i lè in Xlecca as Snouck

Hurgronje had crpericnced it in 1885.

Snouck Hurgronje hard come to.Jeddal'r ancl \Iccca Íor nrorc- t l.ran

one reason. The nrost irnportant one was. ol course. to studv Islanr in all

i ts aspects in its verr. 'centre. in rur environrucnt n'hct' i t u'as it-ast influ-

enced ll. '  non-Islamic elenrents and vr'here it u,as not under loreign rule.

On 2{ Novenrber 1BB0 he had, *' i th honours. dc{i 'nded his doctoral

thesis irr Leidcn Univcrsitv entitled Het ,Vekkaansche.fèe.;t i'The \Iec'can

fcstir-al '). In it he not onlv described the pilgrimase and its rituzrl in a

historical perspcctive, but in it he irlsci addressed the question hou' and

rvhr.'the Prophet Nluhanrmad had incorporated this pre-Islanric. basi-

cerllv paean. ritual o1- the pilerinrager into his ncu' relision. Snouc'k Hur-

gronje came up rvith the ans\\.er that this had mainll'becn Íbr rt-asons of

polit ical expedieno.. How he dcbunks the Abraharnic lcgend in Islarn is

a tell ing eranrple oÍ' his non-religious perspective. The pilgrinragt'. thc

re-enactnrcr.rt of some dramatic-- episodes in Ibrelrtm's lilè and divine
mission lHagar's despair. the sacrif ice oÍ'Isma'tl), beine uhnt is uas.

irrespective of' thc question u'hetht-r it r.r'as true or Ítrlse. nccdt'd sttidv as

a social. and polit ical. phenornenon.
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Snouck Hureronje had not come to N{ecca in order to studv the pil-
grinrage alone. In the end he did not evcn participate in the pilerimaee.
.incc he u,'as forced to lcave Nlecca r.r'ell beÍirre the seascln. He does

indeed describe. thor.rgh rather srimmarilr'. the pilgrin-rage r'r'hile going

througir the rittral vear. \{ost Nleccans had to earn their l,earlv income

in thc short period oÍ' a fcrv r,r,eeks during the pilgrimaqe. and in that
\c:ison thev obviouslr-could not devote their attention to anvthing elsc.

In tl-re' rest of the vear. hon.ever. it u,as as if thev had different person-

rrl it ies. \Íeccan socien- or-rtside the hectic scAson \\,as. therefore, Snouck

Hureronjc's main {ield of studr'l

He herd landed inJeddah on Ausust 28, lBB4, and soon proved to be

a ke en and cvnical observer of human nature. rvithout mr,rch esteem of

human idealism. often dctercting ulterior. usuallv materialistic motives

lrt 'hind reiigious acts. Hc had also come toJeddah. and \{ecca. rvith a

nrissicln of zr rlore practical rlature.

\Ie'cca h:rd becon'rc. in the eves of European colonizrl porvers rvith

\Iuslinr subjects. a saÍè havetr lor fundamcntalist activit ies (' l luslim

liuratics' as thev n'cre called in iate-l9tir-ccntun' discourse). 
' I 'he 

citv

\\'as seen as a place lronr n'irerc pan-Islamic icleas could unhindered

radiatt- all over thc \Iuslinr u'orld. :r largc part of r.vhich u'as ln' then
q'overned bv Er,rropean nations. the hated unbelievers. These nations lèlt

threatened br,pan-Islamism. atr ideologv u,hich made of the Tr"rrkish

Sultar.r and Cal\rh. in addition to beins master of his ou'n sub.jects. alscr

the nrler of t l 'rc hcarts and minds of all otl ' icr \ ' Iuslims in the u,orld. as if

he lr'ere a sort of Islarric pope. 
'l'he 

lr'hole idea rvas a clcvcr piov oÍ' the

Ottornans and tl-rev eagerlv crploited this rvhollv un-Islamic concept. To

hart rip-to-date and accurate inÍbrmation abolrt the p:in-Islamic ideas

living u.ithin the Soutl-rcast-Asian cclnrnunitv in \Iecca r'r'as thcreÍclre

dccnrcd oÍ'prime ilrportance bv the Dutch governnrent. and Snor-rck

Hureronje had taken upon himsell the task to acquire more intinrrrte

knou'le-dqe on theJan'ah, as thc people of the Nlalavan u'orld are called

in \\:estern,'\rabia. In this connection therc u'as another. more practical

rerlson Íbr political fact-Íinding in \Iecca: The Netlierlands had for.rnd

itsclÍ. lrom lB73 onu'ards. in a state ol u'ar of attrit ion zrgainst the Sul-

tanate of Acch. an independent state on thc northcrn tip of the island

of Sumatra. and it \\ 'as a \\ 'ar \vith strong Islamic overtones. Snouc'k

Hureronje's funds Íi ir ]r is l leccan expedition had partlv been allotted

Íbr the spccific purpose of Í inding out to u,hat cxtcnt the u'ar u,as ideo-

logicallv supportcd 1n-segnients irr theJau'ah communitv in \Iccca.
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I'inall1l Snouck Hurgronje had come to N,Iccca rvitl"r his acadernic
backsround and a scholarly inlerest. bcing a pupil of \Í ichaelJan dc
Goeje (1836 1907). that srandmaster of the Lciden school of Oriental
philologr,r It is thcrclore hardl,v surprising rhat lie der.otcd a lons chapter
of his book on \{ecca to intellectual l i Íè. to rvhat he callcd 'the Univcr-
sitv of lIecca', but rvhat rvas the rather loosely organized educational
system operatir.e in \.'Iecca's Great \'{osque. Here too, he had a keen
eve Íbr human behaviour and he gave his readers their Íull share of his
obsen.ations, not only on the curriculum but also on academic ccinrpeti-
tion and unir.ersitv intrigue, and or"r thc proÍitable svn-rbiosis of scholars
and rulers. \\iith these Íbur subjects, r,r'c have relerred to the lour chap-
ters of Christiaan Snouck Hureronje's Mekko.

Once in Arabia. Snouck Hururonjc made his preparations to his
r.'isit to \''Iecca in scr,'cral phases. First he acquired as much inlbrmation
on \Íecca as possible, and he created for himself a circlc of N{uslim
Íiiends. He spokc r.vith manl'pilerims coming back Íiom Nlecca ithc
lestival had been on October lst, lB84), he got acquainted r,vith people
involved in the pilerimage business, and hc met manv inhabitants of
Mecca andJeddah. To them her must har-e been a Christian scholar u.,ith
a remarkable knou4edge oÍ'Arabic iiterature and Islamic lar.ri He spoke
the Arabic r.'ernacular fluentili Tire lact that he had bror"rght n'ith him
photographic equipment made him intercstins as a potential maker of
portraits. Snouck Hureronje e,,'iderntlv erploited the social advanta"ses
cornins alons rvith that. and his photouraphl'pror-ed to be a catah'st Íor
establishing rerlationships and breaking dorvn social barriers. Especiall1.
at a time u'iren photograph,v rvas still a rare and miraculous art. photo-
graphic portraits were very much sought after.

His nert phase u'as the selection of a trar,'el cotlpanion to \Iecca.
lr,'hose social netu,ork u'ould pror-ide him sufficient saÍètr,l hr rhe end
the choice fell on Raden Aboe Bakar Djajadinginrat (1854 191.11, sorr
of a noble lamilv lrom Banten, a staunchlv Islamic region in the Íar
n'est oÍ'Java. He had lived in N'Iecca alreadv fir'e \.ears, and he had of
course nunlerous acquaintances among the Jarvah. All that nrade hin'r
a highly valuable person. At the time r,r,hcn Snouck Hureronje and he
met he had already succeeded in ineratiating himsell ivith thi- Dutch
consul inJeddah b1'providinu the Dutch r.vith 'useful knou,ledge' lrom
N{ecca, to r,virich thev had no physical access. It u'as hc 'ur,ho l'ould.
er, 'entuall l; accompany Snouck Hurrronje cin his momentous.journel.
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Í iorn.feddah to Nlecca, rvhere he also rvas Strouck Hurgronje's first host.

This and other servicers carned him his rer'r.'ard Íiont the Dutcir sovcrn-

nlent, a pernranent post at the Dr-rtch consulate inJcddah. After Snouck

Hurgronjg's departure Írom the fligaz he r,vould rcntain Snouck

Hurgronje's ccinfidcntial inlbrnrant on Nleccan and Hi$azr afiàirs.r

In that second phase Snciuck Hurgronje ntust har-e made known to

a selerct sroup oÍ' Nfuslim friends and probablY to one or trvo of his

Dutch intimi as u'cli that hc intended to convert to Islarn and to stud-v

the sacred sciences in N{ecca. Ibr that hc first had to change liis habitat

in.|eddah. On the lst o{'.Januarr' 1BB5 he moved to a house oí'his orvn

n'here he lived rvith Raden Aboc Bakar, ar,vav Íiom the Dutch consu-

late rvhere till then hc had receiverd hospitalitr': The move r,r'as also a

svmbolic one: it markcd the moment of his transition Írom his Chris-

tian religirin to Islanr. Snouck Hureronje took on the naure oÍ' 'Abd

al-GhaÍïàr 'Sen'ant o[ the Nluch-Forgiving One'. In.]anuan' IBB5 he

graduallr.. started to m:ike his convcrsion public. anlolls \{uslim that is.

C)nJanuan'5, IBB5, he wrote in his diarl ' :

' Inrportant visit oÍ' Sarvid \{uharlmad \luzalr-in. [...] F,r. circuntciriotr.
rvl.rich is perÍbrn'red at verv diverse ages [...] thev use. as I learned liorn
thc ntuSt'yin lbarberl . a l i tt le iron pincer in the shapc of A czrlled'adda

[utensil] in ordcr to sclucczc the prepucc, and a razor bladc. Ibr the treat-
nrent o1'the l 'ound. a rnarham fsalr'e. ointnrentl is used [...1. u'hich is a
substance u,hich diminishes the loss oÍ' blood and heals the u'ound. ()ur

friend cvcn told us that hc usecl talyTn, u'hich in Ettropean pharn'racies is
called cantarion [...]. It is applied to a piece of tcxti le and thal is used
for coverins the r'r'oundcd area. Alier that a darur lapplication] is used for
drl'ing tire u'ound. Tl'rere are scveral diÍIèrent varieties oÍ' mixtures for
th is  [ .  .  . ] . '

It is a crucial passage and a hermetic one at the same time. The super-

ficial reader of Snouck Hurgronje'sJeddah diarv can read it as one oÍ'

the so manv anthropological obsen'atiotts. this onc on details of the

custom of circr-rmcisiou. Holr'cver. rvhv rvould this r.isit be so 'impor-

tant' unless the circumcision u,as to be perlbrrned on Snouck Hurgrclnje

I Sec norr Nlichael LaÍIan. '\\i ' iting liom thc colonial n'rargin. Thc lctters o1' Aboe

Bakar D-ja.jadinirrgrat to Clhristi:ran Snouck Hr,rrgronje'. in Indonesia and the ,llolal' Ilbrld

3 1 .  N o . 9 1  r N o v e r n b e r  2 0 0 3 t . 3 5 7  3 8 0 .
I 1'heJt-ddah diarr: \IS l.ciden ()r. i 1 1 2, pp. +1 +5.
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himself? 
-rhc 

passage on rvound healine. *'hich ir-nnrcdiateh, follor,vs
thc passaue on circunrcision. makes ciear thart the muaa_):yin tl-re barber
had not conre {br a haircut. circunrcision \\ 'as An inrpcirtant detail oÍ'
Snouck Hur{ronjc's preltaratit,ns to go tr NIccca. He sirnplr-could not
ntn the risk that a stupid detail such as his Íbrcskin u,ould brins hinr inro
diÍf iculties.

On 16.fanuarv iBB5 Snouck Hureronje rec'ords a r-isit to Isrnàll
Efrndi. ïhe rladl of Jeddah. and orhers. as a l)reparari.. aPPrrrr.ntlr. Íbr
his imnrinent nreetins rvith 'Uthnran Pasha. the ottoman sou'ernor oÍ'
the Higaz u{ro rvas inJeddah at tire tinrc. c)r're nray assume that this r isit
to the gadtrvas also dclnc in ordcr to conÍirni his conversion to Islani in
Íront of the necessan-*' itnesscs. The gouver'or kneu'. .Í '  coursc. also of
thc visit to Nlccca rvl 'r ich this roung westerner r,r 'as goinq to nrerke. and
therc uns no sccrecv in this. In these nicetings. photoeraplrr.and por-
traiture h:id also becn subject of conversation. and several sitt inÉr and
standing portririts of grtuvernor 'Uthmàn Pasha lr,'t-re takcn.

It has bceti arqucd that Snouck Hururcinje's conversion to Islam
nra\' not have been ecnuinc and that. bv Íèigning that ire had Llecorne
a Nluslirn, hc had actcd in ar.r insincerc u,ar.ton'lrrds ail thosc inJeddah
and rlecca, i ind latt 'r in Indonesia as u'ell. n' lro had siven hinr their
unresen'ed trust and tht' ir brothcrlr ' lovc. Snouck Hururonje has alu'i ir,s
avoided to speak out publiclr. '  about this. In his letters. to his nrotl.rcr to
li is tc:rcher \I.f. de Cloe.jc ir-r Leidcn. to his lr iends 

'fheoclor 
Nii lcleke

i lB3 t i  i 930 land  Ienaz  f l o l dz ihe r  (1850  I921 ) .  and  poss ib l v  a  I èu 'o th -
ers as ',r'ell. lie has been more straieht{bnvard cin this. bLrt aln'avs up
ti l l  a cert:rin lcvel. Fbr the asnostic expcrt of Islanric I-:ru that Snouck
Htrreronje u'as. Islam u'zrs :r serics oÍ' outlr,arcl :rcts. to be pcrlirrnrcd
n'ithout rational questionine and under ccrtzrin conditions l l- uhic.l-r
t l.rcv go1 iegal vzil iditr: In this scnse hc had certainlv bec.rnc a \Ius-
l int. sonreotre u'l icl praclicers submission. \\ ' irether hc u,as also a belicver.
a tntt mln. s()r-ncorle u'it l-r the inne r cclnviction that Islarn \\-ats the rrue
and onh'possiblc rt ' l ieion, Snouck Hurgronje tl.rougirt oÍ' no relt 'r.ance
to clutsiders. since that u'as sonr('thirrc betr.r.een nun erncl his Clreator.
rvhcl u:rs the onlr' one to loclk into thc hearts and to judgt' accclrd-
inqiv For otrr appreciation oÍ- Snouck Hureronje's studv oÍ- dailr l i lè in

Jcddali and \Íecca as he participated in it in IBB+ li lBJ it is an irrel-
evant oueslion.
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Finallr: in the evening oÍ' 21 Ja+iue*í 1885. alier a Íull dar"s.journev

he set Íciot at NIccca. a ntonrent he u'ould nevcr iu his l i lè Íorgct.

I have treated Snotit-k Hurq'ronjc's prelt;rrations tr) colttr to lslam

ancl  \ Icc 'ca in  sonrc deta i l .  but  I  rnust  desis t .  i f  onh' Íbr  brer- i t r ' 's  sake,

lronr discussins his stav in \lecca in the sarttc \\ 'A\'. His descripticir-r

o1 '  dai lv  l i tè  in  Nlecca is  not .  hou'ever .  a dar . ' - to-dav account  oÍ '  the

period ol sligirt lr more th:1n fivc nront]r durins u'hich he staved in

thc Hclir. Clin-. He learned hou' thc sacred sciences l l 'crc taitgltt i tr

\ Iecca 's  great  nrosque l ronr  scveral  teachers.  i t l l lo l tg  uhorn Nfecca's

rrrost inrportant scholar. Ahnrad Zavnt Dahlirn | 1B I 7 18BGi. He n'tts

rht 'great-nruÍ ï roÍ ' the Shi t Í i ' i te  school  in  \ lccca and the dt 'an oÍ ' the

othcr  great- rnr- r Í t r 's .  u . 'horn Snouck Hurgronje has st r ' lec l  as the ' rec-

tor  r i Í '  the l lec ' r 'a 's  Univcrs i t r ' ' . r  Ev idcnt l r . '  he par t ic ipated in  mat i r '

private Íirncticitrs and public festivit ics as u'ell. anci l-rc ntixed u'ith the

.Jall 'ah. He also rnlrde :r scries of' photographic pclrtraits of a crclss

s r t  t i o r t  o f  t h , ' \ l c c c a r t  s o c i e t r .

But rvhe'n he reccivcd. earlv in August lBB5. the order lrorn the Tlrrk-

ish gouvcrnor to lcavc \Iecclr and Arabia. all his erpectatiotrs íilr a pro-

lclnged star. 'strddcnlv catne tci an end. and hc had to devisc strategics

of daniage control.+ Although he rnust have realized all the timc that

his star, in \Iecca \\,ils on bclrror'r'ed tirnc. oÍ' the ltook on \Iccca. u'hich

he must have had in nrind. not one letter had bccn u'ritten vet. First he

had to saver his Írotcs and photoeraphical eclu\tnrent. The al-Zauatlr

lamih: Raden Aboe Bakiir and possiblv alscl thc \Ieccan doctor'Abd

al-GhaÍhr, Snouck Hr-rrgronje's nanresake ltr.-coincidenc('. thev all did

their best to help hirn. In.Jeddah Snouc'k Hurgrorrjc reccir-ed the best

hc$ he could expect Írom the Dutch ironorart'r ' ice-cotrsttl and shiltpirte

agellt. PN. r'an der Chijs, a r,r. ' ise man uith u'hom hc had alreadr-ctlt l-

cluded a closc Íriendship be{iire he u'ent fronrJeddah to \leccn. \ 'an der

Chijs kcpt. betlve cn l BBtl and 1 889. :r steadv strcaln goine. Írom Nfecca.

via Jeddah. to Leidcn, of all sorts oÍ' inlbrmation. photographs and

'  Sec nort  t - l r ikc Frei tag.  'L)cr  Or icntal is t  unr l  c lcr  \ lLr í i i .  Kul tLrr tontat t  inr  \ I t -kka

ck's l9. . fahrhLurdt-r ts ' .  in  Du I I í ' l l  t le .s I : lons 13,2003r.  :17 60.
I  l 'hc cuusc ol '  th is crpuls ion has bccn cr te nsivt ' lv  descl ibccl  bv Snout k Hurgronje.

in Ar, rs Arabicn' .  :urd other ar t ic lcs.  l 'h ich l t ' re rcpubl ishccl  toget l ter  in thc 3rd to l r . tnrc

ol his Ier.rfn'itle gt:rhrilln tsonn/Lcipzig M23r.
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ethnoeraphical ob.jccts. va' der chijs took also care that the man'
questions that arose durine the $'rit ins got appropriare ansn'ers. A
stream o1- learned articles on Nleccan subjects had Ílolr'n lrorn Snouck
Hurgro.je's pe. irnr'ediatel.n' aÍter his return in Leiclcn, r,vritten no
doubt orr the basis of his field notes. The tr.vo 'olumes on NIecca, ho',v-
ever, \\'ere 'uvrittern in Leiden. not in NÍecca. 

'rhis 
does not diminish ir-r

an\, \vay thc. orieinalitt.'f Snouck Hurgrcinje's approach. r-ror cloes it
need to decrease the 'alue of his obsen'ation. His use of photoeraphl,
nrade him the first westerner in NÍercca to do so. and he \l,as the teacher
of the tirird photographer. 'Abd al-Ghafiar, the \,{eccan docror.i

The Nleccan episode is an importa't episode. if not the most ir.por-
t.nt one. in Snouck Hururonje's IiÍè. In rhese inre.si'el' lir-ed fir-e
nronths he struck lriendships Íbr lile (as he had done in his students davs
irr Leiden). The final pages of the last chaprer ol ,llekka *.ere riehdv
interpreted bl'the \I inister of Coloniai AÍIairs as a job application. So
in 1BB9 Snouck Hurero.je went to the Dutch East-Indies 'vherer he
r'r'ould, during seventeen years of intense u'ork, plal' an important role
as gouvernmental advisor on indigenous, Arab and Islamic aÍlairs. His
Nleccan connections had gi'en him insight in \,Iuslim lile ancr both his
colonial masters and his indigenous and Arab Íriends \,vere to proÍit lrorn
it. In 1906. r'r'hen he may har''e sensed that he had outstar-ed his .,r,clcome

in the colonv or that his career had reached a cul-de-sac. he graspecl the
opportunitv to succeed his teacher De Goeje, and he enjol.ed the Leiden
proÍèssorship rvith ereat gusto. Alreadl' on his wav back to T'he Nether-
la.ds he laid dor'r 'n ambitious ideas Íbr an anthropological studv oÍ'the
Hiiaz. N,Iecca had ne'er been far from his mind, nrr lronr his heart,
e'identll'. He had sound recordings made. rvhich i' 1909 was as much
oÍ' a no'elt1' as photographv had been in thc I BB0's. He had i.rbrmants
r,vrite dor,r..n all sorts of texts, fron.r geoeraphical sun'e\.sr Ío _fàhta,s on
earlv sound recording o{- the Qur'án, to texts of popular songs. to l ists
ol manuscripts in Hi$azi libraries, etc., erc. In the end, howe'.er, noth-
ins much canre lrom it. Universit,v liÍè (and old aee 1br that matterj had
requirements ciÍ '  i ts orvn, and he mav have underestimated thcse. The
appearance oÍ'the English translarion in 1931 of his second volume

r Scc not' (llaude \\. Sui. 'Die Pilgerlahrt zu den heiliscn Stiittcn clcs Islanr urrcl
die lirihc Photcrgraphie'. in: Altiicd \\'icczorek & cllaLrcle \\l Sui iedd. r. Ins Hdlige Lanrl.
Pilpastatten ton,"Jeru.salern his ,\,[ekka und -lIedina, Heiclclbcrs 2006. +0 63.
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ol -l lekka uas a la"st and Íinai ac't oÍ' interest and of recollec't ion to that
period u,hich had rneant so rr.rnch to him in his late' t\\ 'entií:s. It is hoped

thert this book on the daih'l i lè in \Iecca. uhich has nou'been brought

oLlt in a ner,vlr-trpeset edition. uil l  again revive a u'ell-deserled interest

in Snouck Hururonjc's phernornenal description cl{ ' the Nlecciirrs in their

Holr .Cin:

Leiden. 26Julv 2006 JanJust \\ritkanr


