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der Geschichte der -4lchemie. in Zt. J. angew Chemit
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importance of the earlv knowledge of nns:hadi for

thJ historv of Arabic chemistr-v); cf. also Birunl. K

al-Saydana Ji 
'L'tihb. ed. al-llakrm Muh Sa(id,

Karachi  19i3,  364-65.  f l .  Rusxr)
r l -NUSHani  or  r l -Nrwqgnnr,  Abr-r  Musa ( lsa b.

Muhammad, general  (said to be Turkish '  but

perhaps an Iranian fiom Kburasan, since al-Samcani,

Ansab, ed.  Havdarabad. x i i i ,  201-2,  der ives the nisDa
al-Nushan (src)  l iom Nushar,  a v i l lage in the dist r ic t
of Balkh) from the guard of the (Abbasid caltphs at

Samarra and governor of  Damascus on var lous

occasions dur ing the cal iphates of  a l -Muntasir .  a l -

Musta( in and al -Mu(tazz lq.uu. l  l rom 24 r ' /861

onwards.  At  the accession of  a l -Mu(tazz in 2521866.
he cxpanded southnards into Palest ine.  d isplacrne the

Arab governor of  Ramla [4.r , . ] ,  
( Isa b.  a l -Shavkh

lq.a. l ,  and subsequent lv defended his terr i tor tes

again.st rivals: but thereafter he fades from historical
menuon.

Bib Lto erap h r^ :  Scat tered references in Ya(kubi .
Tabari. Ibn al-Athrr and Safadr, cited bv M.

Forsrner, Al-'\Iu'nzz billah (2521866'2551 869). Die

Krise des abbasidisthen Kali,fats im 3.19..Jahrhundert.
Ge rmershe im  1976 .  86 ,  98 -9 ,  106

(C.E. BoswonrH)
uOSgInwAN lsee rr l 'ssrnrv iNl .
N U S K H A  ( r . ) .  l .  I n  t h e  c e n t r a l  I s l a r n i c  I a n d s .
Nuskha is the common Arabic word lor

" t r ansc r i p t  ' .  " cop ) " ' .  and  i n  t he  manusc r i p t  e ra

used  i n  t he  mean ing  o f  "manusc r i p t " .  Seman t i ca l -
lv  d i rect lv  re lated der ived forms of the stem n s. ! !  are

nassaf,l are nasr,th, "copvist", and forms I, VIII and

X of the verb nasaf,f;a. all meaning "to transcribe' to
copv". In rhe tbllowinq, nusftftawrll be more speciiical-
ly  used in order to denote the medium of  the t ransmts-
s ion o{  Is lamic texts wi th exclusive reference to manu-

scripts. Other words for "manuscripts" which are

commonlv used are the Arabic mLhlnlat, the Persian
nuskha-ha-,vi khattt, and the Turkishp'azmalar. V'/here tn

the following the examples are mostly taken from

Arabic literature, one must realise that, especiallv for

the earlier period. no significantlv different cir-

cumstances are applicable to the transmission of Per-
s ian texts.  or  Turk ish or  other Is lamic texts for  that
matter. It must in this connection be borne in mind
that the process of transmitting handwritten texts in

an Islamic cultural environment persisted tiil well into

the 20th centurv, in contradistinction to the transmls-
sion of European texts, which were almost exclusivelv
distributed in printed form ever since the art of prin-

ting became practiced, from the second half of the
15th century A.D. onward. The following aspects of

nusf,fta in this sense will be distinguished here.
(a) The r6le of the book in Islam. The importance of the

written word in Islam can hardly be underestimated
N{uslims have always insisted that the Kur)an, the

divine revelation to the Prophet Muhammad and
God's own word, was Islam's own miracle, the
mucQiza [q.u.], that was on equal fboting with the

miracles bv which the earlier prophets had proved the
truth of their mission. Also, the non-Muslims are
divided in the Ahl al-Kilab, the People of the Book who

did have a divine revelation. corrupted as it had

becorne in the course of t ime. and those unbelievers

who had no book at all. The concept of the Celestial

Book  was no t  a l ien  to  o ther ,  p re ' Is lamic .  cu l tu res  in

the Middlc East. of course. and this culture of the

written word did, of course, not originate in 7th-

century Arabia, The Nabataean, Svriac. Hebrew,

Aramaic ,  Copt ic ,  Greek .  La t in ,  Pers ian ,  Ind ian  and

Ethiopic l i teratures were there alreadv, before Islam,

wi th  a  cons iderab le  p roduc t ion  o f  tex ts .  Accord ing  to

a report bv Ibn at-Kalbt [q o 1, Arabic books seem

even To have ex is ted  in  p re- ls lamic  a l -Ht ra  fq .  u .  l .
Islam s innovation seems to have been that the Book

was g iven d iv ine  s ta tus .  o r  ra ther  tha t  th is  d iv ine

status was so rigorouslv en{brced. It is probably this

new accent on the importance of the Holv Book that

gave the  book ; . r  I s lam i ts  cent ra l  r6 le .  In  the  course

of  t ime,  th is  p ivo ta l  impor tance o f  the  book  in  Is lamic

culture has only increased and the result is. toda,v,

rha t  rhere  are  manv mi l l ions  o f  Is lamic  manuscr ip rs

ranging in age from the earliest period ti l l  the begin-

n ing  o f  the  20 th  centurv .  When expressed in  mere

numbers  o f  tex ts .  the  Is lamic  l i te ra tu re  o f  the

manuscript era can ciain to be the largest l i terature

on ear th .

The Islamic book had become in less than two cen-

turies after the death of the founder of Islam the

repository ol all knowledge of an increasingly interna-

t iona l i v  o r ien ta ted  cu l tu re , . jus t  as  the  Arab ic  language

had developed into a main vehicle of that culture.

Whereas in the earlier period the language of the

manuscr ip ts  was Arab ic .  w i th  the  emergence o f  the

loca l  languages and the  spread o f  Is lam,  manuscr ip ts

in  the  o ther  Is lamic  languages.  most  no tab lv  Pers ian

and Turkish, were made rvith the use of Arabic script.

The number of languages fbr which Arabic script is

used is  on ly  surpassed bv  those to r  wh ich  the  La t in

scr ip t  i s  emploved.  In  la te r  t ime.  Is lamic  manuscr ip ts

rvere also written in other alphabets than the Arabic

This mostly happened on the periphery of the Middle

East ,  in  count r ies  such as  Ch ina .  Tha i land.  Sr i  Lanka

and Indones ia .  Wi th in  the  Near  Midd le  Eas t .  A lba-

n ian  Is lamic  manuscr ip ts  may be  ment ioned in  th is

respec t .
(b) Material aspects of the manuscripl. The studv of the

mater ia l .  phvs ica l ,  aspec ts  o f the  handwr i t ten  book  is

called codicology. This technical term for the studv of

the codex Isee orrren] is, by extension, also emploved

for  the  s tudy  o f  the  non-codex fo rms o f  manuscr ip ts .
'Ihe 

earlie st writ ing materials in the Islamic era were

papyrus, bardl in Arabic, and parchment [see pltt-o,

n rxx l .  There  are  repor ts  on  a  g rea t  var ie ty  o f

materials on which the earliest fragments of the

Kur)an were recorded (see the suruey in N6ldeke and

Schwallv, Geschichte des Qnans, i i , Leipzig 1919, l3-

I 4), but, wirh the possible exception of leather or par-

chment and palm leaves. none of those can have been

in regular use for the recordine of texts in the Hidjaz

during and shortly after the Prophet Muhammad's

l i fe t ime.  I t  i s  p robab lv  because o f  Is lam's  main  or ien-

tation to the Hellenistic and Mediterranean civil isa-

tions that it chose papyrus and parchment as its prime

writing materials. rather than palm leaf and tree bark,

rvhich were the common writ ing materials of South

Asia at the time. When the Chinese techniques of

manu lac tur ing  o fpaper  Isee  x icnro ]  were  in t roduced

fiom Central Asia into the Middle East in the course

of  the  8 th  century  A .D. ,  the  produc t ion  o f  manu-

scripts must have received an extra impulse. The ad-

vantages of paper over papyrus and parchment are

obvious. Paper is a stronger material than papvrus

and cheaper, though less durable. than parchment.

;
I

f
{
*



1 5 0 NUSKHA

' I -he  
bu lk  o f  Is la ln ic  manuscr ip ts  havc  been r r r i t rcn  on

papcr ,  a l though parchmcnt  has  remained in  use  ib r
spcc ia i  purposes .  such as  cop ies  o f  thc  Kur )an  or
specra l  le t te rs  o r  documcnts .  lb r  a  lonq r ime,  and
nrore  in  the  Is lamrc  \Ves t  than c lscwhere .  Manu-
scnpts  made o1  a  mix tu rc  o i  mater ia ls .  paper  and
parchment .  a re  known as  we l l .  The Le ic jcn  l -a t in -
, \ rab ic  q lossar r . (Or .  231) ,  wh ich  reccnt lv  rvas  d : r ted
(bv P.S. r 'an Koninssveld, The Latm-Arabic qlossar-r' o-f
the Leiden {.:niL,ersitt 'Librar.y. Letden 1976. 38-9) to
T o l c c l o  1 1 9 3  A . D . .  c o n s i s t s  o l  q u i r c s  o t  w h i c h  t h e
outer  and inner  leavcs  are  o f  parchment  and the  re -
maindcr  o f  paper .  Evcn i f  th is  par t rcu la r  manuscr ip t
w a s  e  c o d i c  o l u u i r  a l  m a r  h r o n i s m  o r  e x r  c p t i o n .  . r s  m i x .
ed  composr t ion  convcys  an  impressron  o f  thc  g radua l
westbounc i  in t roduc t ion  o i  paper  as ' .4 r  mater ia l  o l
wh ich  manuscr ip ts  a re  madc.  Loca i i v  used rv r i t ing
marer ra is .  da t rng  l iom car l r ' ,  poss ib iv  cven pre-
Is lamic  t imes.  have remarned in  usc  in  manv areas .
An example  o l  th is  i s  apparent lv  the  use  o f  rvooden
ch ips  t i r r  no tar ia i  documcnrs  in  Nor th . , \1 i i ca .  Anorher
exampie  is  the  use  in  Indones ia  (see 2 .  be lo rv )  o f  a
srea t  var l r tv  o l  na tura l  p roduc ts  lb r  the  produc t ion  o f
manuscr ip rs .  bo th  Is lamic  and non- Is lamic  ones .  For
compara t ive  cod ico log ,v ,  the  resu l ts  o f  Ber t -Ar i6 's
rescarch  in  the  f ie ld  o f  Hebrov  manuscr ip ts  a re
s iqn i l i canr .  s jnce  Hebrew copv is ts  in  the  \ , I idd le  Easr .
and elservhcrc. tended to use local marcrials ancl to
adopt  loca l  bookmak ing  techn iques .

- fhe  
common shape o f  the  book  was.  i iom the

car i ies t  per iod  o i  I s lam onwards .  tha t  o i  rhe  codex  as
r t  hac . i  dev t - lopec i  in  Europe in  thc 'pos t -c lass ica l  penod
(qu i res  r :ons is t inq  o t  lb lded sheets .  sewn th rouqh the i r
hear ts  and rhen servn  together  as  to  cons t r tu re  a  book) .
fh is  shape had.  we l l  be fore  the  advent  o f  l s lam,
supcrscdt'd the scroll. rvhich was the comnron shape of
the  book  in  c iass ica l  an t iqu i tv .  I t  wou ld  appear  rhar
( ) rcgor r ,  s  la r r '1see Be i t -Ar i6 )  concern ing  the  pos i t ion-
rnq  o l  parchment  leaves  was no t  observed in  i s lamic
manuscr lp ts .  The most  common compos i t ion  o i '
qu i res  in  thc  cn t i re  fv l idd le  E ,as t  i s  tha t  o l  f i ve  sheets ,
l o l d c d  i n r o  t c n  l c a v e s  c o n t a i n i n q  r h c n r \  p J q e s .

In  thc  cn t i re  manuscr ip t  per iod .  hou,ever .  sc ro i l s
have remained in  use  in  the  Is la rn ic  rea im as  veh ic les
lb r  spec ia . l  tex ts .  e .g .  genea log ies ,  amuie ts  and
pravers, and for special features such as micrographr..
The common propor t ions  o l  the  Is lanr ic  manuscr ip r
are  ver t i ca l l v  o r icnra ted ,  mean inq  rha t  i rs  hc igh t  i s
Ia rger  than i t s  w id th .  On ly  dur ing  a  re la t i vc lv  shor r
per iod  o f  t ime,  Ku l i r :  Kur ) in ic  manuscr ip ts  a re
known to  have been madc exc lus ive lv  rn  an  ob long
format. A tendencv in lVestern Islam seems ro have
be en to produce manuscripts in an almost square for-
mat .  o r  a t  leas t  w i th  less  d i f fe rence bcrween he iqh t
and u id th  than rvas  commonlv  done in  the  Eas t .  Ye t
another  shape,  wh ich  was in  use  fb r  no tebooks ,  i s  rhe
;afina. Its architecture is that of an oblong-shaped
book.  bu t  i t  i s  used in  a  ver t i ca l  pos i t ion .  thc  sewinq
o l  thc  leaves  be inq  in  the  top  edge.  verv  much as
present -dav  no teb locks .

Whereas  there  deve loped an  exrcns ive  ind igenous
paper  p roduc t ion  in  the  Is lamic  Eas t  and lVes t .  th is
on ly  seems to  havc  las ted  t i l l  the  end o f  the  9 th /15 th
century. Islamic papers had no r.atermarks, but ciif-
fe ren t  types  o f  cha in  l ines  in  the  paper  can be  d is t in -
gu ished.  Somet imes the  paper  mou ld  o f  Midd le
Eastc rn  paper  makcrs  must  l iave  had such a  l ine  s ieve
tha t  no  marks  a t  a i l  a re  v is ib le  in  the  s r ruc turc  o l  the
ind igcnous paper .  Natura l ,  lege ta l .  components  a re
o f icn  v is ib lc  in  th is  type  o fpaper .  Espec ia l l v  the  o lder
"med ieva l "  papers  have a  ccr ta in  th ickness ,  some-
t imes verg inq  on  cardboard  qua l i t v  (wh ich  is  par t i cu-

la rh  the  case w i th  one o l  the  ven o ldes t  da ted  Arab ic :
manuscr ip ts  on  paper .  the  Lc iden rnanuscr ip t  Or .
'298. 

Gharlb al-hadltl bv Abn 
(Ubavd 

al-Qasrm b.
Sa l lam.  wh ich  da tes  l iom 252/866) .  Papcrs  a re  o i ien
co loured.  usua l lv  shades o f  b rou 'n  o r  c ream.  i vhereas
paper  o f  d i f fe ren t  co lours  (b iu ish .  p ink)  rsas  o f ten  uscd
to  l rven  up  a  qu i re .  Bv  the  end o l  the  9 th r ' l5 th  cen-
tu rv .  paper  p roduc t ion  had devc loped a  l i rm fbo t inq
in  the  count r ies  across  the  Med i te r ranean.  mosr
notab lv  in  I ta lv .  I t  was  f rom rhere  tha t  inc reas ins lv
paper  was expor ted  to  the  N l idd le  Eas t ,  and to  such an
ex ten t  tha t  the  ind igenous indus t ru  became a lmost  ex-
t inc r .  On lv  paper  o f  verv  coarse  qua i i t v  con t inucd to
be made localir ' , and rhis rvas seldom used for the
rnanufacrure  o f  the  handwr i t ten  book .  The I ta l ian
papers  l vc rc  o t ten  prov ided lv i th  downr ighr  Is lamic
watermarks. such as the treLune. the three crescents. or
rv l th  watermarks  tha t  were  no t  o f lens ive  to  Mus l ims.
Crosses .  c ros 'ns  o r  coa ts  o l  a rms o l  unbe l iev ine  k inss
in  rvarermarks  were  apparcn t iv  avo ided ln  pap( . r \
des t rned lb r  expor t  to  i s lamic  count r ies .  Thesc  im-
ported paoers rvere often given an extra touch. such
as  an  ex t ra  coat ing ,  a  s l igh t  co lour ing  and a  thorouqh
po l ish inq .  so  tha t  they  rvou ld  have the  samc ap-
pearance as  rhe  ear l ie r  ind ieenous lv  p roduced papers .
rvhrch rvould make rhem more attractive to i\{uslims.

As  a  necessan 'by-producr  o l  the  codex .  thc  Is lamrc
ar t  o f  bookb ind ing  ( . r . ,  ta f i r )  deve loped.  The n .p ica i
l s lamic  b ind ing  o i  the  ' ' c lass ica l "  per iod  cons is rs  o i  a
tu i i  lea ther  b inc i ing  w i th  a  f lap  cover ing  rhe  ib re-edee.
The boards and flap often have a blind or gold
s tamped ornament  in  geomet r ic  shape.  I t  m igh t  be
reward ing  i f  o rnaments  on  Is lamic  bookb ind ines
,  o u l d  b e  s r u d i e d  i n  c o m p a r i s o n  n r t h  r h o . e  o n  L ) n e n r , r l
carpe ts .  Somet imes the  t i t le  o f  the  book  is  s tamped on
the  ou ter  s ide  o f  the  f lap ,  bu t  usua l lv  i t  i s  wr i t ten  n i th
ink on the lower edge of the paper. Books w-ere storcd
in  a  I la t  pos i t ion  on  book  she lves ,  anc i  tha t  i s  how the i r
t i t les  cou ld  bc  read.  In  a  la te r  penod and more  to  rhc
East (Persia and bevond, f 'rom around the lBth cen-
rurv onwards) also lacquer bindrngs rvere uscd. For
Kur )an  lnanuscr ip ts ,  espec ia l l v  thosc  d iv ided in to  a
numbcr  o f  aQza) ,  spec ia l  t vpcs  o l  fu rn i fu re .  cases .
boxcs  and the  l i ke  deve lopcd.  About  the  produc t ion  o i '
lnk  we are  reasonab lv  we l l  in lb rmed lsee  l r rneo l .  bu t
r  here  is  hard lv  anv  in lo rmar ion  on  rhc  pra t  t i ca l  usc  o l
differenr tvpes of ink in Islamic manuscripts. 

-fhere

ex is ts  in  Is lam an ex tens ive  techn ica l  l i te ra tu re  on  the
makinq of handwritten books. rhe manufacture of
bookb ind inss  and the  produc t ion  o i  inks .

(.c) Palaeograph;cal aspccts of thc manucrLpt. In the
course ol t ime, important and significant devel-
opments  in  the  s tv les  o f  wr i t ing  o f  the  Arab ic  sc r ip t
can be  d is t ineurshed lsc t .  r i .4a  l r .  i i .  i i i l .  1 'hes t .  r  an
rough lv  be  d iv ided in to  a  number  o f  per iods .  and,  in
the  Ia te r  penod,  in to  geograph ica l l v  de l ined s tv ies .- fhc  

' c r ip r  emploved in  a  handwr i r ren  book  can.
therefore, be used as a tool for rhe determination of
the  aee and or ie in  o l  a  manuscr ip t .  F rom the  metho-
doloeical point of view. however. it must be added
fha t  the  s tv le  o f  sc r ip t  i s  bu t  one o f  a  number  o f  de ter -
min inq  l 'ac to rs .  and thar  i t  can ,  a t  bes t .  be  used as  a
cor robora t lng  argument ,  on lv  in  combina t ion  w i th
other codicological and philologiczr.l evidencc. A
holistic approach in this rcspect is the onlv salc ivav of
I o o k i n q  e t  r h c  h a n d r v n r r c n  b o o k .

The d iscuss ion  on  the  Arab ic  sc r ip r  must  bee in  rv i th
the  ment ion  o f  the  pre- Is la rn ic  deve lopment  o l  the
Nabataean script in and around the Arabian penin-
. u l a .  n h i c h  i s  o n l v  k n o w n  l i o m  e p i q r a p h i r  c v i J e n ,  c .- fhere  

are  no  Is lamic  manuscr ip ts  rv r i t ten  in  th is
scr rp t .  I t  i s  the  d i rec t  fb rebear  o l  the  Arab ic  sc r ip r
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which was used in Mccca and Medina in the first half
o f  the  7 th  centurv  A .D.  to  no te  down the  d iv ine
revelation. Its basic set of graphemes had probablv

come into use in the Higljaz around the middle ol the

6th century A.D. There are reports by early Islamic

h is to r ians  po in t ing  to  another ,  
( I r -k r .  

o r ig in  o f  the

Arabic script, but concrete evidence fbr this is entirelv

lacking. In the earlv Islamic period, the geometricallv

stvlised and highlv monumentalised call igraphic script

of the Kur)an manuscripts developed into severai sub-

st1'les. The original manuscript of the 'Uihmanic

recens ion  o f  the  KuPdn- the  f i rs t  book  in  Is lam-and

its direct copies do not appear to have been preserved,

nor  anv  o ther  o f  the  manuscr ip ts  o l  ear lv  tex ts ,

no tebooks  and reg is te rs ,  fo r  tha t  mat te r .  On lv  Arab ic

papyr i  g ive  contemporarv  ev idence lb r  th is  s tage in

the  deve lopment  o f  the  Arab ic  sc r ip t .
' fhe  

bes t  d is t inqu ished tvpes  o f  these so-ca i led
Kuf ic  s tv les  o l  wr i t ine  are  ma) iL  (used in  the  H iguaz  in
the  2nd/Bth  centurv ,  w i th  i t s  charac ter is t i ca l l v  r igh t -
leaning shafts), zasA* (used in the Hie[az and Syria,
w i th  i t s  typ ica l l v  hor izon ta l  ex tens ions ,  ma in lv  lb r
Kur)an manuscripts and alwavs in oblong format),
western Krll i  (n' ith round shapes) and eastern Kuli
(also called kamat{, with its tvpically edgy forms).
Later direct developments of these Kil i script stvles
are magftrib{ (used in al-Andalus and ti i l  the present
dav  in  the  Mag[ r ib  [4 .u . ] )  and sz- laz f  (used in  sub-
Saharan West .{,f i ica). The Kufi md Higuazr st), les, in
tu rn ,  deve loped in  the  cent ra l  lands  o f  Is lam in to
several tvpes of bookhands. These can be seen in the
(no t  too  numerous)  da ted  manuscr ip ts  wh ich  have
sun ivcd  i iom the  3rd /9 th  and 4 th / lOth  centur ies .
Compara t ivc  ev idence fo r  these,  now obso le te  and
somervhat  a rcha ic - look ine  bookhands is  adduced in
the  o lder  Chr is t ran  Arab ic  manuscr ip ts  o l  tha t  oer iod .
a l though tne  da ted  ones  in  rh is  g roup appea i  ro  bc
eve n  more  scarce  lhan the  Is lamic  ones .  There  rs  no
sun 'ev  o f  th is  corpus  o f  manuscr ip ts .  On iv  qu i re
recent iy ,  F rango is  D6roche has  succeeded in  p roduc-
ing  a  more  de ta i l cd  typo logy  o f  the  scr ip t  in  ear lv
Kur )an  manuscr ip ts  on  the  bas is  o f  the  co l lec t ion  in
the  B ib l io thEque Nat iona le  rn  Par is .  App l ica t ion  o f
th is  tvpo logy  to  o ther  co l lec t ions ,  most  no tab lv  the

$am Etrakt in Istanbul and the l iagments iound in the
Great  Mosque o l  San(a) .  seems promis ing .

At the same time there developed from the earliesr
period of Islam onwards, fbr dailv l i fe purposes, main-
l;r in Arabic papyri of administrative and occasionallv
also l iterary contents, cursive styles of scripts, in
which the protolbrms of the later classical stvles of
script can alrcady be distinguished. The canonisation
of these cursives into well-regulated and respectable
call igraphic lbrms is in the Arabic tradition usually
connec ied  w i rh  rhe  names o l  lamous ca l l iq raphers
such as the 

(Abbasid 
uazlr lbn Ntukla (died 3281939

[ q . r . ] )  a n d  I b n  a i - B a w w a b  ( d i e d  4 2 3 1 1 0 3 2  [ q . r . ] ) .  w h o
are said to have invented these stvles of wririns and to
hare  la id  down rhe i r  ru les  o f  o r ienrar ion  and prooor -

r ion .  There  is  a  p rob lem o t  au thenr ic i rv  o f  cv idcnc t . .
however. The description of the different call igraphic
stvles is. in most cases. not based on authentic models
orieinating i iom the great call igraphers themselves or
cven liom their l i fetime. but rather on reports bv
historians such as Ibn al-Nadim or al-Kalkashandr

[9. ra. ]. The models that are available are ofien
rtconstructions and interpretations by later cal-
l lq raphers .

The classical six styles ofcall igraphv, called al-aklam
al-sitta, whtch developed near the end of the 4thl1Oth
centurv, are nasNft (the most often used stvle of
wr i t ing ,  the  common ind ica t ion  fo r  "bookhand" ,  

in

which many styles can be distinguished, and-after a
Iong developmenr-the forebear of present-day prin-
ting type fonrs of Arabic) , thuluth (a monumental and
decora t ive  scr ip t  wh ich  is  used fo r  t i t les ,  inscr ip t ions ,
call iqraphic panels and the l ike, but hardlv ever to
copy entire texts), muhakkak (ti l l  the 8th/15th cenrury
in use lbr call igraphic Kur)an copies), ra,yllanl (a
smaller and more slender versron of muhakkak), taukl<
(used in the (Abbisid 

chanceries, a script with round
and flowing shapes with many interconnections) and
rika< (a smaller version of taukf, rnostly used in trt les,
sura headings, colophons and diplomas QSam [q.u ]).
Abour the first of these six classical styles, zas!!, the
bookhand,  i r  must  be  added tha t  th is  i s ,  in  f 'ac t ,  an  un-
workab le  caregorv .  In  the  4 th -5 th /1Oth-1  1 th  centur ies
nasfoft was a cleariy disringuisheci style oi writ ine, but
in  the  course  o f  t ime numerous  s ty les  o f  rv r i t ine ,
which are verv much difl 'erent from one another, havc
been designated as nasth, therebv making the rerm
i tsc l f  use less .

The most  impor rmt  la te r ,  reg iona l l v  d is t ingu ished
styles are taclik (a development of taptf and used in
important documents and diplomas; rhere are two
variants. Persian tc(/l* and Ottoman ta<ltk), nasta<llk
(o r ig ina ted  in  rhe  8 th -9 th /14rh-1srh  centur ies  as  a
mixture of nukh and ta<ltk and is now very much in
use in Iran and the Indian subcontinent), shikasta (a
hi ghlv cursive stvle developed lrom ta<llk and, nas ta<llk,
and now most lv  in  use  in  l ran ,  where  i t  has  become
a lneans  o1  express ion  o f  the  new Is lamic  I ran ian  iden-
tttvJ, d{u'ani (deveioped in the Ottoman chanceries, of
uncenain origin and in rhe Arab world sti l l  in use for
decoratrve epigraphv), dtuanl /1all (a decorative
r ariant of Ottom an ta<!lk), ruk<a lan edgy cursive stvle
wi th  remarkab le  conr rasr  be tween th ick  and th in
wh ich  deve loped in  the  end o f  the  l2 rh /18rh  centurv
in the Ottoman Empire and which has reached
call igraphic peaks. A more common variant of this
script has now become the cursive for daily use
throushout the Middle East) and l7a*a (a curious
stenographic-l ike Arabic script in which diacrit ics are
not used; it is ofuncertain origin and was in use in the
lower administrarive echelons of the Ottoman Empire
to r  cash reg is rers  l see  or r ren ]  and rhc  l i ke ; .  See Io r  a
more extensive description of the characteristics of
t h e s c  s r v l e s  o t  w r i r i n g ,  K H A r r .  i i .  i i i .

(d) The manuscript as the rnedium o;f transmission o;f texts.
It should be borne in mind rhar. throughout the
h is to rv  o f  Is lamic  l i te ra tu res .  manuscr ip rs  have been
abundantly available. They were never a rare com-
moditv, though not all texts were available at all
piaces at all t imes. The numbers given lbr the con-
tents ol roval l ibraries. exaggerated as thev may seem
and olien are, are nevertheless a sign that numerous
manuscripts were lbund there. Private collections of
manuscripts, often with large and important holdings,
were, and sti l l  are, a common feature in the Islamic
world. Their existence was often guaranteed by con-
vertrnq them into a uakffq.t. l . The lact that a l iterarv
or theological education has alwavs been an honorable
pursuit and rewardins occuparion ibr a Nluslim has
added to this. One can maintain that the combination
of scholarly activiries lvith texts and the respecr lbr the
book has  resu l ted  in  rh rs  s rupendous accumular ion  in
Islam oi handwritten books. Thev are in fact so
numerous that their number in mill ions cannot
preciselv be estimated. The first eflbrt ever to make a
complete bibliographical survey of all Islamic manu-
scrtpts in the rvorld is being undertaken by the
London-based Al-Furqan Islamic Heritage Founda-
tion. which was founded bv Sheikh Ahmad Zaki
Yamani .  The pub l ica t ion  bv  th is  Foundat ion  o f  a*

r
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Warld turuet al Islamic manuscrl.pts has been in progress

s ince  1992.  i t  t s  an  inventor isa t ion  o f  a l l  knorvn  and

as ve t  unknorvn  co l lec t ions  conta in inq  Is lamic

manuscr ip t  mater ia ls .  no t  on lv  in . { rab ic ,  Pers ian  and
' I 'u rk ish .  

bu t  in  a  q rea t  number  o f  o ther  languages as

s , l l .  i n c l u d r n q  n u m e r o u s  m a t e r i a l s  i n  s c r i p t s  o t h e r

rhar l  i \ rabrc .
'fhe 

proeress oi bibliographv can be i l lustrated bv

an example  taken f iom Arab ic  l i te ra tu re .  ihe  Ot -

toman Turkish bibliographer Has[g[r Khalifa (died

106711657 [see xer rn  a r . resr l )  ment ioned around

15,000 t i t ies  in  h is  q rea t  b ib l iographv ,  Kas . l f  a l -zun in .

A lmost  th ree  centur ies  la te r .  Car l  Brocke imann men-

t ions  around 25 .000 d i f fe rcn t  t i t les  in  the  index  o l  h is

Geschichte der arabischn Litleratur. Brockelmann s

f iqures  concern  t i t led  rvorks  tha t  have been preserved

Nou .  a lmosr  f i l i v  vears  a l ie r  Brocke lmann.  these

f igurcs  must  p robab lv  be  mul t ip l ied  bv  severa l  t imes.

duc  to  the  enormous qrowth  o l  ca ta logu ing  ac t iv i t ies

ln  the  pas t  vears .
-fhe 

view bv Pedersen. The Arabic book, 20, that

r .  h o l a r l v  a c t i v i r i e s  w e r e  m a i n l r  (  e n t r e d  o n  t h e

mosque lsee also lresq;lo] is too narrorv, even if i t is

exclusivelv applied to the pursuit of the theological
{ c r ( , n c e s .  \ \ ' r i r i n q .  r e a d i n g .  d i s c u s s i n g ,  (  o m m e n r i n q

upon books  (and buv ing  and se l l ing  them as  we l l l )

were mostlv private activit ies which were widespread

rn  a l l  per iods  o f  t ime and in  manv s t ra ta  o f  Is lamic

c iv ihsa t ion .  bu t  no t  p r imar i l v  in  a  pure l l  re l ig ious

connect ion .  Wi th  a  Book as  i t s  d is t tnqu ish ing  mi rac ic .

Is la rn  was-one mav sav-bound to  devote  spec ta i  a t -

ten t ion  and a  cent ra l  pos i t ion  lo  the  book  as  a  source

of  learn ing ,  and.  therebr ' ,  q ive  learn ing  i t se l f  a  spec ia l

emphas is .  I t  mav be  surmised rha t  ] i te racv  rvas

rc la t i ve iv  h iqh  among \ {us l ims and produc ing  tex ts

must  have been a  common occupat ton  in  an  Is lamic

env i ronment .  The cnsu ing  in te r re la tedness  o f  d i f -

le ren t  tex ts  on  the  same sub jec t  i s  a  p rob lem rv i th

*h ich  ph i lo log is ts  must  t rv  to  cope.

These scho lar lv  ac t i v i t ies  invo lved the  copy ing  o f

rnanuscr ip ts  and the  t ransmiss ion  o f  tex ts .  Th is  cou ld

happrn  in  manv wa\  s .  Manr -  manuscr ip ts  car rv  on

thcr r  t i t le -pages,  in  the i r  marg ins  or  near  the i r  co l -

ophons inibrmation on their readershi p (,sama<at.

A u a ) a ! 1 .  o n  t h e  a u t h o r i s a t i o n  l o  u s e  a  c e r t a i n  t e x t

( id jaza l ,  o r  on  i t s  cha in  o i ' t ransmiss ion  ( r iua ,ya) .

Nlanuscriots often reveal traces of their collation
(.mukabala) rvith the exemplar (ru1), and sometlmes

with other copies as rvell. All these marks provide an

insiqht in the use and manufacture of a handwritten

bor rk .  Thcv  are  hard lv  iess  impor tan t  fo r  our

knowledge of the status of a text than the text of the

manuscript itself.

The production of the handwritten book was. in

most cases, a private affair betrveen author or teacher

and reader or student. Anvone who wished to own a

manuscr ip t  e i ther  had to  buv  i t .  o r  to  bor row and

copy it i f i t was not fbr sale. If he wished to read it ivith

the  au thor  o r  a  respec ted  au thor i tv  in  the  f ie ld .  he

olien had to travei around (talab al(r/m). In Islamic

h igh t r  educanon i t  was  no t  uncommon rha t  s tudents

noted dou'n (istimLa) isee MUsrAMLil) rvhat their

teacher dictated (imLa\ from his own work to them.

with the casuai remarks of the author often written in

the margin (sometimes provided with the note min fam

al-musannif, 
"from the mouth of the author"). From

this ir is clear that scriptoria of the mediaeval Euro-

pean tvpe were not a common source ol book produc-

tion in the Islamic realm. It is knorvn, horvever. that

l irr a quick and multiple publication of a text in the

manuscript cra mass dictation was used. The exact

circumstances of this type of mass production of'

manuscr iP ts  a re  unknown.

Roval or noble patronage made it possible that
lavishlv rllustrated or illuminated manuscripts t'ere
produced. olien in magnificent bindings, and from
the Ottoman and Mughal sultans it is known that thev
inst i tuted palace workshops for  the product ion of
roval  copies ol  important  texts.

(e) The end of the manuscript era. 
-fhe 

an ol printrng
became widespread in the Middle East onlv rn the
course ofthe i9th centurv, although it had been prac-
r i ced  bv  Mus l ims  i n  I s t anbu l  s i nce  1729  l see  v r ra r c r .
8,2] .  In the end.  pr int ing superseded copyinq bv
hand. The age of t ransi t ion is  in th is respect  the l9th
centurv. It can be observed that the manufacture and
distr ibut ion of  texts took place,  for  a whi le,  in the
shape of  pr inted and handwri t ten books s imul ta-
ne ouslv.  This could even me an that  manuscr ipts were
copied from printed exemplars. Those authors who
had. for  whatever reasun, no access to the new
medium of printing '.r'ere more or less obliged to
revert to the traditional, time-proven wav of copying
by hand, for the distribution of their texts. In course
of time this decreased. The outtad appearance of the
manuscript had its direct influence on the
tvpographical  design of the earh 'Pr inted book This is
part icuiar lv  evident  f rom the l i thograph edi t ions.  of
rvhich manv have been made in the Islamic rvorld.
Lithoqraphv involves a minimum of technical re-
quirements and therefore became imme nselv popular.
notabiv in India,  Persia and Morocco.  to name but
the best-known areas. But also the Egyptian editions
from Bulak. made with movable tvpe, betrav in their
lav-out their handwritten models.
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15th and l6th centuries, in The Nuser D. Khalili collec'
tion of [slamic art. ii-r|i. London 1992; M. Levey,
Mediaeaal Arabi bookmaking and its relation to earll
rhmistryt and pharmacology, Philadelphia 1962; J.
Pedersen, The Arabic 6ooi, Princeton 1984; Y.
Porter, Peinlure et art du liure, Paris-Tehran i992: G.
Roper (ed.), WorLd Suruey o,f Islamic manuscripts (in
progress), London 1992- ; F. Rosenthal. Zia
lechnique and approach of Muslim schllarship, F.ome
1947; Y.H. Safadi, Islamic calligraphl, London
1978; Annemarie Schimmel, Die SchriJtarten und ihr
kalligraphischer Gebrauch, in Gr. ar. PA., i, 198-209;
eadem, Calligraph,y and Islami czlrzrs, New York-
London 1984; R. Sellheim, The cataloguing oJ Arabic
manuscripts as a Literarl problem, in Oriens. xxiii-xxiv
(1974),  306-11;  J.J.  lVi tkam, ,4rabic Manuscr ipts in
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the Librar,y of the L'nia*stty' o,f Letdtn ... A General Intro-

ductian to the Catalogue. Lciden 1982: and idem,

Establishing the stemma. Fact or,f ictton?, in IIME, i i i
(1988) ,  BB-100.  The scho lar lv journa ls  Is lamic  Ar t ,

Manuscripts of the fuliddle East and .trIuqarnas contain

articies on manv aspects of the Islamic handu'ritte n

book. Electronic databases on codicological aspects

of lvl iddle Eastern manuscripts are maintained bv

M.  Be i t -Ar i6  (Hebrerv  manuscr ip ts )  and Frango is

D6roche (ear lv  Is lamic  manuscr ip ts ) .

f l . J .  Wrr r l v )
2 .  I n  I n d o n e s i a
,Vas,ta,4 designates here old manuscripts. Islamic or

other{' ise, aloneside indigenous-language terms
which designate the l iterarv form anci the basic text
(llika,yat, rcrita. kidung, habari. serat tarikh selarah.
uauacan, pus(t)aka. Pustaha) and also the original text
be fore  be ing  pr in ted .  Is lam brought  the . \ rab ic  sc r ip t
of the Kur)an and the Arabic words necessarv ibr its
teaching. On the model ol the extra characters added
to the Arabic alphabet for Persian, Turkish and Ur-
du. Arabic characters were adapted for the ver-
naculars, and were called pegon, jawi or melalu, for
these, see INDoNESIA. i i i . Languages, andfor rhe pegon

script of West Java. see H. Sukanda. Agama Islam
ngabuda-yakeun Basa.lnng Sastra Sunda, in Kongres Bahasa
Sunda. Bogor i9BB. The rvavs of writ ing have not been
cod i l ied ,  bu t  one can d is t ingu ish  two sor ts  o f  sc r ibes :
the qraduates of a pesantren Iq. r. ] and lhose ot a baguron
(Sukanda-Tessrer. Centres d'enseignements traditnnneis de
1 l: lam... in Slminaire Kivai Haii Wasytd. Bamcn
i q 8 8 r .  r T h e  t e r m  N u s a n r a i i u n " . i . o -  i r . u n , u r o . , ,
non 'used tb r  a l l  cu l tu ra l  mat te rs  re la t ins  ro  Dre-
l n d c p e n d e n  r  l i  . \ u q u s r  I 9 4 5 ' 1  I n d o n e s i a .  

- ' h e  
r i r m

" lndones ian  
be inq  used on lv  fo r  pos t -19+5 mat te rs . l

Thc  manuscr ip ts  in  ind ieenous scr ip ts  cor respond
to  th ree  soc io -cu l tu ra l  s t ra ta .  d is t ineu ished as  lb l lows:
r  I  r  T h e  p r e - l s l a n r i c  m s s .  h a r  e  a s  r h i i r  b a s e s  o l l a .  . , n -
tar. palm leaves. nrpai. tree bark prepared for writ inq,
da luaang,  th in  sheets  o f  bamboo,  go ld  lea f  o r  sheers  o f
red copper. The characters used, of Indian origin. are
called aksara (Balinese. Bugi/N{akasarrBima.

Javanese/Kawi .  Sumat ranese (Batak ,  Karo .  Lam-
pung,  N landa i l ing ,  Re jang.  Toba) ,  Sasak .  O ld

Javanese, Old \ ' lalav and Old Sundanese, corre-
spond ing  to  the  respec t ive  languaees.  The o ldes t
tex ts .  in  O ldJavanese,  come l rom the  12 th-14rh  cen-
turies. and in Old Sundanese from the middle ol the
l5th centurv (see J. Noorduvn. Bujangga Manik. in
BKI 119821). There are numerous catalosues and
cr i t i ca l  ed i t ions  o f  Ma lav  and Javanese mss. ,  bu t  rhe
Old Sundanese ones present diff iculties of decipher-
ment nor vet completel) ' resolved, neither for those in
the Manuscript Collection of the National Librarv at

Jakarta and in foreign collections nor for those in
numerous  spec ia l  co l lec t ions  in  Indones ia  and the
kabulutan (Sukanda-Tessier. Le tiomphe de Sri en pay
soundana is ,  in  PEFEO.  c i  IPar is  1977] ) .

(2 )  The Is lamic  mss.  have the  same mater ia ls .  rv i th  the
Ib l low ing  chrono logv :  o l la ,  15 th- lB th  centur ies ;  t ree
bark ,  16 th- l9 th  centur ies ;  f i l i g ra ined European
papcrs ,  17 th-20 th  centur ies :  Dutch  reg is te rs .  loca l
fo l io  papers  and no te  books .  lg th -20 th  centur ies .  The
Kur)an. hadith, the combined precepts of the rukun
(alylslam and rukun 1al)-Iman (share'at), Jikh (saftnat ul-
naQa, jara)id and duca) are written in Arabic charac-

ters. Works on Sufism, tarekat Satnrilah and Kodirilah,

duca, sulik, 'iLmu (l)-ladunl, adab, Arabrc hagiographv
and ep ics  o f  the  Is lamisa t ion  o f  Java lMalav ,  Javanese
and Sundanese chron ic les .  no t  to  ment ion  an  impor -
tant corpus of works on the <ilmu 

-t 'ala*, cosmogonv,

medicinal plants. customs. rites md ancestral pravers

l inked to  the  aqr icu l tu ra l  round.  ca lendars  and pro-
pitiatorv tormuiae of Hindo-Buddhist origin, are all
wr i t ten  in  pegon. ' fhe  Is lamic  mss.  a re  numbered in
thousands, whether Malav from the various sultanates
of Sumatra, Malavsia. Kalimantan, N{aluku.
Su lawes i  and Lombok/Sumba/Sumbawa.  o r  Sun-
danese from the sultanal courts of Banten and
Cirebon or the princelv ones of Banren,
Galuh/Banvumas and Sumedanq regions, orJavanese
from the sultanates of Pajang, Demak, Mataram.
Surakarta and Yoqyakarta, or Balinese. The oldest of
them,  most l l  l i om Shaf i ( r  m i l ieux ,  come f rom the  be-
g inn ing  o l  the  16 th  cenrurv .  inc lud ing  those o f
Sumat ra  and Banten .  A  la ree  number  o f  them are
concerned with tasauuuf [q. a. ] and 1lm al-usil, whrlst
the.l i l ,4 texts are compararively few, conrrarv to rhe
tendencv visible fron the second quarter of the 20th
centurv  and ass in i i la ted  to  a  " four th"  wave o f
Islamisation, The Old Javanese mss. only stem from
West .Java from the middle of the 17th centurv on-
rvards, legitimated bv the sultanate of Mataram.
Some of them, recopied in the course of
Islamisation-a process which lasted for several
centuries-contain a few Arabic words. such as
mashhir. sarual, u'a-fat. ,\abl r\ luhammad, and are writ-

ten in aksara-

13)  The f i rs t  ep ics  about  Is lamisa t ion  s tem f rom pre-
Is lamic  ep ics .  o ra l  md manuscr ip t ,  sa lvaged bv  Is lam
t rom the  15 th  centurv  onwards .  Wr i t ten  in  aksara  on
1on1ar. such as Carzta lt 'abl YisuJ, they represenr a rvpe
o l  da<ua th rouqh the  d idac t ic  aspec t  o f  the i r  message,
rvhich is no longer delivered in the form of a haranque
or sermon. The heroes are of Arab oriein. such as
. \mr r  Hamdjah.  Umarmaya.  Lukmanu l  Hak im.
Sama'un ,  Ahmad N4uhammad,  ( 'ab)  Dur rahman-
( 'ab)Dur rah im.  Abu(n)  Nawas,  o r  Ma lav .  such as
Hane Tuah, Ken Tambuhan, Indraputra and
Muhammad Hanahah,  o r  Sundarese l i ke  S i l ih rvang i .
Kean Santang, Ogin Amarsakti, Munding Sari
Wiramantri. Hasanuddin and Walangsungsang, or

Javanese like Damamulan, Candrakirana. Rara
Mendut ,  Sekar ta i i ,  Sunan Rahmat .  Radcn Patah  and
Senapati. The historical texts recount either the l lrsr
contac ts  w i th  Is lam (? l2 th -15 th  centur ies) ,  wh ich  met
w i th  s t rong res is tance in  lVes tJava,  o r  e lse  the  second
is lamisa t ion  (16 th  century ) ,  rvh ich  on lv  a l fec ted  the
northern coastlands of lava and rhe merchant
suitanates outside Java, or else the third wave of
Is lamisa t ion  (  1  7 th  to  the  beg inn ing  o f  the  2Oth
centurv ) .

These epics belong to a l iving tradition of the
preservation of writ ings. For the scribes who copv
them. the readers, reciters and listeners, they are a
amal and a garyiaran (baraka) which will earn merit in
the Next Life, just l ike good acts which are non-
obligatorv, sunna, which can entail the pardoning of
s ins ,  o r  the  equ iva len t  o l  < ibada. ' fhese much- revered
epic texts are read and chanted in West Java fiom
sunset to sunrise accordin g to belitk , a vocal art which
is in course of disappearing, marking religious. familv
and agrarian rites, and they are hedged bv a narrow
surveil lance when, if they are very ancient ones. rhev
were considered as sacred and preserued in the
kabuyutan where they could only be seen at everv
rwelfth Mulud (12 Rabi< I), together with ancient
Arab ic  mss.

The ind igenous Indones ian  mss. .  wh ich  are  o f  an
unusual richness and number. have contributed ex-
tensivelv to unifying an enrire narion in respect of the
vast spread of differing religions and cultures. Thev
have.  moreover ,  g iven  to  Indones ian  Is lam i ts  excep-
tional image of tolerance and examplariness.
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B i h l t o g r a p h . r :  T h r s  i s  v o l u m i n o u s .  a n c l  o n l v  r h e
main  ca ta loques  rv r i l  be  rnent ioncd.  

- l - .  
Bchrend.

Katalog Induk .\ 'askan,\lusetun Radio Puttoko.Jakarta
199t ) :  . J . l - . . - \ .  Br : rnc ies ,  Re- r rh r t l i t tnq  der  f  a tauns the ,
Ba l tneesc ie  en  Sasaksche hd :  . .  Ba ta tn .  *  vo ls . .  l90 i -
26: Llatalaque des m.ts. sounrlanats. Ali l ()osterse

Handschr i t ien .  U.B.  Le iden 1ms. ) ;  ( . , r11r r r ron  a l  . t rn '
danese m.ss. in the -Yatnnal Library ol -lustrclia.
( la r rbcr ra  1973 (ms. t :  E .S.  Ekad ia t i  c t  u l t t .  . \as i , th
Sunria. int'entatre el l iste. Bandune 1988: \. Girarder
ct ali i . Descrtptti 'e cataioque of the .Jat ane st manu.;cripts . . . .
Wicsbaden l98 l l :  Y .  .Jusu i  and 

- I -u r i  
\ {unarvar .

Katalog Kotekii .\ 'askah :\ ' lelayu. J:ikart: i l9B2: idern.
Katalogus Kalekst \ukah Kitab Babad .\lusnm Pusat.

Jakarta 1973: Y. \ 'usuf. Kataioqus .\ 'a:iah-,\ 'a.tkalt
,Sunda d t  . \ ' Iu . teun Pua l .  Jakar r r  n  d . :  i { .H .  iuvn-
boll. Catatogus Lan rit .Llaluschc en .\undanet:cht Hanri-
schr t i ten  d t r  Le idsche L :n t r . -B th i to th tk .  t . c rden 1899:
idern .  Sapp l .  op  den Cata i .  tan  dc  . \L rnduncesLhe Hand. . . .
L c i d c n  1 9 1 2 :  F . H .  r ' a n  \ a e r s s e n .  T h . L ; . ' l ' h .
Piqcaud and P. \ ioorhot:tc. Cataloque oi Indonesl.an
zr r . .  Oopenhagen 1977:  l )a r t in i  Sard jo rn  e t  a l i i ,
. \ ' askah Sunda Kuna.  Banc i r rnq  l9B7:  P iqeaud.
L ik ra tu re  q f  Jaca.  The Haguc.  l  vo ls . .  1967-80:
R. \1 .Ne.  Poerbat la raka .  Beschn i t ' tn {  i c r  Hand.
,\lcnak. Bandor:ne l9.l l t: rdcnt. \ 'oorhoevc and (.1.

Hoovkaas. [ndanestsche Hantuthrtlkn. Bandunq
1950:  \ { .C .  R ick le f i .  .1n  nr tn to ry  a l  th t . fa tan tse  mss.
Lo l l  tn  ihe  Br i t i sh  , l . lus tum.  in  1J ' (1 .  c r rv  r  1969) :  idem
and Voorhoeve .  Inc ione: tan  a i t  )n  l ;na t  Bnta tn . . . .
( )x lb rd  1977:  Ph.S.  Ronke l .  ( )a ta loq  , t t r . \ la i  l l and .
t n  n e t . \ [ u s e u m  t ' a n  h e t  B  0  . . .  i n  i R ( i .  l v i i  r 1 9 0 9 ) :
dlJem- .\uppl. to the catal. rt i the )raitrc tn;: IJatavia
1  ! , t  i  l i  :  Rosad Arn id ja ia  t t  u i r .  . \ ' a t t .ah  i .L in  tanq
ht r ; t ta t  keagamaan d i  Kec .  BanTaran.  Banr iunq l ! )82 ;
( .1 .P .  Rou l faer  and \ { ' . (1 .  \ lu l1cr .  (  o io togu:  r i t

Ko lonrcb  B ib i  run  ha  KIT  L I ' .  Thc  H lquc  1 ! l t lB :  I {c l .
^ \ le  med.  Sas t rahad iprarv i ra .  -A .or t r  r t l i aur t  tn  L t ts t  i  an
,lc tn rie Rib!. tan het B.G. cn tn ,b (,atai i aartorntndc
. \ io tndas t  ns . i . .  Ba tav ia  1928 ( rns .  ) :  Su i ian i la -  I ' css ie r
and Hasan Muar i f  Amban ' .  Ka tah tq  ro tsar ine  . \askah
I:lam ,!t /aua Barat, .Jakarra 1 !l!)! { in press ):
Vo<r rhoeve.  Hand l is t  o . t ,4 rab i t  r t l . \  tn  th .  L t i ra r t  o l  th t
[ - n t t .  r l  L t i , { e n . . . .  l - e i d e n  l 9 i r i : r c l c r n .  L t v n ; ;  t n l a r
J t  la  B tb l to th tque - \a t iona ie  d t  Par t : .  tn , - l r th tp r : / ,  r ' i .
Bandung 1973:  . \ . t l .  \ : reedc .  ( . 'a ta loyus  ian  c i t  fa
t 'aans the  n  . \ ladoereesche lz r1s . . . .  I -e rdcn  1892:  \ - .
Yoqasrvara. -\ 'askah dan Kitab Lann Oi.ronriart. I lan-
d u n e  1 9 7 6 (\ ' rv lere Suxrrrr  r ' - f  nssrEn )
NUSRATABAD.  the  more  rcccnr  n i tne  lb r  rhe

torvn  o i  cas tern  Pers ia  knorvn  in  med iarva i  I s l : rm ic
t imcs  as  Is f idh .  S ip ih .  Sa l ie [  l rvnr ten  in  a l - l s ta ! [n
ant i  lbn  Haxka l  as  Sanrs i j ,  lb r  *Sab iqb lSat i i ! )  I t  lav
on n  ha t  rvas  thc  h iqhw av  l iom K i rm; rn  ro  S is tan

lg .  r r ' .  ] ,  and  some o i  thc  c lass ica i  I s lamic  qcoqraphcrs

a t t r ibu tcd  i t  adrn in is r ra t i v t : l v  to  S is tan ; rnd  orhcrs  ro
K i rman.  re i )ec t inq  i t s  pos i r ion  on  thc  l ion t re  r  i r t : t leen
thesc  two prov inces .  \ {ukaddasr  ; rnd  o thers  t l cscr i i r t :  i r
as  a  l lour ish ine  and popu lous  to rvn  u , i th  i t s  *a tc r  t ro rn
kanats .  the  on lv  to l rn  in  thc  Gre  l t t  I lescr r .  

- l ' he  
ru ins

o i  the  o ld  rown \ re rc  s t r l l  ca l l cd  bv  the  loca i  Ba l l i
nomac ls ,  accord ing  to  Svke,s  (  189:5) .  I sp i .  I rs  moc lc rn
s u c c c s s o r  N u s r a t a b a d  ( l a t . 2 9 ' 5 4 '  N . .  l o n q .  : r 9 " 5 9 '
E . ) .  o n  t h e  K i r m a n - B a r n - Z i h i d a n  r o a d .  r - \  r h (  ( h e i -

l ieu  o f  a  ba{h : !  o r  - .ubd is t r i r : t  o t  thc  samc narnc  in  the

;1 \ahras lan  o f  Zah id in :  in  rc .  1961)  i r  hac l  a  popu ia t ion
of  TOu Ba l l i .

Th is  Nusra tabac i  i s  to  be  c l i - . t ingu ished i ro rn  rhc
town o f  the  same name in  S is r in  p rop t ' r .  in  rhe  19 th
centurv  the  admin is r ra t i vc  r :cnr re  o l  rhc  rcq ion  and
rhc  modcrn  Shahr - i  Zabu l ;  fb r  rh is .  see  s i -s r .c : .

R t h l i o q r a p h . t :  I s t a $ r i .  1 6 2 :  I b n  H a n k a l .  c d .

i ! ) i .  + i ) 2 .  +10
N' lukar idas i .  195.  Hua id  a l  <a la rn .  r r .  12 : .  s . r  Srb ih .
conr .  .173:  Yak f i .  I lu ldan.  cc i .  Be i ru r .  i .  180 .  r .v
. { s i i d h ,  i i i .  l t j g .  s . \ ' .  S a n i h  { r r r ) :  S i r  P c r c v  S r . k e s .-l 'en 

thousand mil.es n Per.;n. Lonrlon 1901. -i i i . - i ir i :

Le  St ranqe.  Lands .  325- r ) :  Schrvarz .  l ra t  tm . \ lu -
lelalter. 250-1: .\. Gabrrel. Du, Erforscitunq [ 'er:rcns.
Y i e n n a  1 9 5 2 ,  i n d c x  s . v .  N a s n t a b a d  i S i p r h ) :  R a z ,
mara ,  Farhang- t  4 tughro i i . ta - r i  1 ran .  r ' i i i .  i l 0 -1  1 .

NUSRATi. \rt' Hr r*rru n,, J: 
oo.u,:,::.'jl-li::,

p o c r  o f  t h c  1  1 t h / 1 7 t h  c c n r u r r ' ,  w h o s e  w o r k  r r a r k s  i r
s tage in  rhe  h is to rv  o l  Urc iu  ianguagc l rnc . i  i i r c ra tu re .
Born  in  rhc  C. la rna t ic  as ; r  rc la r ivc  o l  the  ru l ing  l i rn i i v
therc .  hc  a t  t l r s r  l i ved  as  a  derv ish  bur  rhcn  mor .ed  rc r
Bre lapur  {q  r  ] .  rvhcrc -hc  becamc an o t l l c ia i  and rhc
poer - laurcar (  O i  the  ._A,d i l -shah i  ( . \h  

I I  b .  \ lu l iam-
m r d  r  i n h h - R l  I o i o - , 1  i . c c  i \ L l t - i l l H S r .  I I c  n r r , . t .
man l  pocms.  rnc lud inq  kas fdas  and g !a :a1s .  bu t  rnore
espcc ia l l v  a  nurnbr : r  o l  mat lnauA o i  subsrant ia l  lenqrh .
l  he  rnos t  impor tan t  o l  these rvas  h is  < .111-nanta .  t
cu loqv  o f  h is  par ron  and t i re  h is to r l  o f  h is  rvars  rv i rh
t h e  \ l u g [ a 1 s  e n d  \ l a r i t h A s  I q . r r . ] .  a n d  t h i s  h e
c ia imed ro  be  a  ne l  lb rm,  an  amalgam o l  H indu anc i
l )e rs ian  cp ics :  Sad iq .  .18 .  s ra re  s  rha t  th is  was no  id le
c la r rn .  I { i s  r r rn : in r ic  ma l lnauts  inc lude rhe  Gu l5 f ;an , t
'ts.rtk, (Jur'ciasta 1i 'r{* and 7-a)rlW'i Iskandart.

l ' hc  l , rnquase o l  rh is  poer rv  rs  a rcha ic  and d i f f i cu i r
comparcr i  *  i th  n roc ie  rn  Urc lu .  and characrer ised  br .
hvpr rbo ie  anc i  roncc i ts .  bur  : r i rcord inq  to  Saksena.  -10 .

s \ \ ' ce t .  l l o$rnq  : rnc j  me loc l ious .
B t b l t u s r , t n n t :  I i a m  B a b u  S a k s e n a .  , l  h i y t a r y  t i

[ . i r r lu  l t t c ra t t t r t . . \ l l ah-abad 1927.  ]  2 .  l l9 - { ( ) :  \ luham-
rnad Saciiq. .1 l ir.rutr.. r,t [ 'rr!u i i tera!ure. Oxtbrd 1!tb-t.
+6-9 1 [ . - . \ .  H r r n o o n )
N U S U B  t r .  t .  p i .  r n r a l .  H c b r o r  m a s v l a t .  T h c

p l u r a l .  r n o r c  o i i e n  u s c c l .  r l c n o t t ' s  r h t -  b l o c k s  o i s t o n e
on rvh ich  the  b lood o i  rhc  l i c r ims sacr i i l ccc i  fb r  i c lo ls
( u u t l a n .  a s n c z )  r r a s  1 t o u r c r l .  . r s  r t c l l  e s  s r o u l c h r a l
s t o n c s  a n d  t h o s c  r n a r k i n g  o u r  r h e  s a c r e ' c i
c  n c l  o  s u  r c  (  h t m d  i  o l  t h c  s a n c r u a r v  t  L  i .  . f  .  \ \ ' c l l h a u s c n .
Reste ' .  l l ) l -2 :  \V .  Robcr rson Snr r th .  Rc1;qran  o l  t l i
. \ iemt te r ,  )01  f f .  ) .  In  nornac l i t  ,  i r c i r : .  thc  ra raD has
bcen rcgardcc l  in  a  i c rv  r : l r c  rnsr lnccs  as  thc  svrnbo i  r . t
' h r . d i r r n r r r  f , i .  I l r n  s a ( c l .  l . t , a A , t t .  i r  i .  l i i r - n r '  R .
L)ozy, Essat sur l 'hittoirc rit i  [: larnurnt. translated i l-orn
t h e  D u t c i t  l ; r ' \ ' .  O h a u v i n .  i ) a r r s - l - c i c i c n  i B 7 g .  ! 1 .
quot inq ,  a f ie r  Ibn  Kuravb: r .  ; r  conrcmporarv  o l  rhc
P r o p h e t .  A b [  R a q l j a ' � a ] - ( U t a r i d i .  F o r  r h r  n v o
r 'xarnp lcs .  scc  

- l - .  
i i ahc l .  Panth ton . l i j ) .  . \ r r ronq - *cden-

ta rv  popu la t ions .  the  nu : r th .  ; r  rough s tOnr : .  l tas
l r c c o r n c  t h c  J a n a m .  ' a  s t o n c  c a n r d  r c r t h  t h e  i m a q e  L r l
t h c  i d o l s  o l  t h e  K a c b a ' ( Y a k n t .  r 9 a l 1 a a .  i v .  t i 2 2 :  7 a -
nqnata  hu  ' , i l a  tu rn t  unam a l .Rat r l  In  ,  r - r r  hous , :  .
rv r i tes  Ibn  H isham.  " rhe  occup: rn rs  iook  en  rdo l
( razarn)  rvh i<h  thev  rvorsh ippcd.  \ \ ' hcnrver  onc  o l
f h c m  s c t . ) u r  o n  a  l o u r n c \ ' .  t h e  l a s t  r h i n q  r r h i c h  h e  d i d
i ;c i i r rc  l cav inq .  and thc  f l rs t  on  h is  rc ru rn .  \vas  r r )
t t ruch  i t ' '  ( Jm.  5+  =  a l -Azrak ; .  , . l kAhar .  7B:  iamas:ahc
b z r l r :  c 1 .  ( i c n .  x x x i .  1 { ) .  a s ; r  r o k c n  o l  b e n c d i c r i o n  l i r r
a  succcss iu l  en tc rDr ise  and as  an  a t . r  o l  th : rnksq i r . ing
(on  th r :  mar ,4  and i t s  maq ica l  anr i  r l r t ' rapeut ic  por rc r .
s r :e  Ibn  Sa(d .  i i /2 .  l+ .  47 :  C lo ic lz ihcr .  in  Or  S tud .  7 .h .
.\ 'dhleke qeuiarntt. i. 1127. rvherc nurncrous rclercncc-s tcr
had i t f ,  a re  to  be  i i tunc l ) .  To  r :xp ia in  thc  p ro l i f c ra t ion  or
a n w b .  l b n  H i s h a r n  ( 5 1 - 2 )  m a k c s  t h c m  s v m b o i s  o l  t h e
Ka(ba.  b rought  r r i th  th t :m l ; r '  rh t '  sons  o f  Ishnrae l
\ \ h ( n  t h r . \ '  l l r r e l l r  l e t r  \ l t ' r r a .  . v l r r l t  \ , r k u r , r r .  6 l l

asscr ts  rha t  "  the  cu l t  o i  s tone s  . rmong r l ie  _ . \ rabs  in
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