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ASMA' AL-KUTUB. 81' ABD AL.LATIF B. IVIUHAMMAD RIYADIZADA. Edited bI'

Muhammad al-T[nf. 2nd edition, Damascus. Dar al-Fikr, 1983. 398pp. US 56.00.

Abd al-Latif b. Muhammad Riviciizada. the author of this alphabeticaily arranged iist of

book-tities. was a conremporary of HSlii Khalifa. He lived in lstanbui and other ciries (Uskiidar.

Edime) in the Ottoman emprre. He was employed there as a teacher. and al some stage aiso as a

1udge. He died in 108711616-i and the present bibliographl'. which was compiled independentiy of

t"he Kashi ai-Zunrin. was according to ti'te coiophon compieted in I 0-54/ I 6'14-5.

The editor has subjected the Arabic rext to the foilowing. ralher radicai trealment. First he

transcribed the unique manuscript. which rs the autograph. nou' kepl in the collection of the

Unrversity ol Ben-ehazi: then he consistently rearrangeci the order of the entries. which were

origrnally arranged aiphabeticaliy on the first letter of the titie onil': then he put the sectron of the

/rd ' in i rs  p lace in the Arabic a lphabet ic orc ier  (before lhe rax) .  The iayout  of  the manuscr ipt

suggests that the text was not definirivelr- completed in 1054 es. but that the autiror contrnued to

add tiries rn the margins. Those tities that rhe present book has in common with Haiii Khaliia's

Kash.f al-Zunun are graphicaliy indicated by the editor. As the MS bears no ritie. the edrtor
provided this as well. Tbe edition is prececied bv a short inrrociucrron on the iiie and work of the

author wilh some iliustrations from the NIS. and it is conciucied v'irh four extensrve tndcxes lon

authors 'names. book-t i t les.  geographical  names and bib i iographical  sources).  The eci i ted text  is
grven with a modest amount of exolanarorl' notes irom the eciitor. As far as I can iucige b1

companng the pnnted texr with the lexl of the illustrations. tire editor has performed hrs rask

salisiacroni\, The MS is wntten in a far from easiiy- readabie scrirrt wilh fealures of ta'iiq and

deiecrrve puncruarion. and tire compact wriring in the mar-cins and on the page makes difficult

reacirng. Airer havrng rearranged the mareria] so <irastrcalll '. the edttor dici not. hou'ever, gtve for

each title the reference ro its originai location in the manuscript. Nor <ird he spend much energ-"- in

ioent i fvrng the more obscure t i t les.
In all. the rext grves some 1600 titles of Arabic books. rogether with a few Persran and Turkish

tiries. About half of these are indicated as mentroned bv Hajjr Khaliia. The author was apparenti\'

nor aware of Hajji Khalifa's simullaneous efforts. and generallv speaking. the present u'ork cannol

be compared with such a monumenlal work as the Kash.f ul-Zunun. Rlrddlzicia gtves oniv scanll

informatron on the contents of the works he mentions: one or l\r'o words usualll ' sufice. For

examp le .onp .24 l  t heK i t aba l -Havawanbya l - J i h i z i s ca tego r i zedas :  
' i Ja l - bav in ' . ons r l i e .wh i l e

rhe subjecr-marter of the Na.sihat al-Mulilk by al-Chazzali 1p. 308) is indicateci as: 'fi al-lh;'.i".

whatever that may mean. Such incitcatrons are by no means exceptionai. The author's informatton

on the authors of the books rs somewhat more extensive. but cioes noi contribute to our

Dresent-day bibirographical knowledge.

On the whole.  the present rexr  is  not  an imDressrve source of  b ib i rographv and one wonciers

what the author's puroose was in compiling it. ir couid have been intended as a cataiogue of some

pnvate or public collection or as a personal notebook, but to the twenlieth-century reader it does

no more than illustrare the ready availabiiity oi a certain bibiro,zraphicai expertise in the milieu of

Orroman schoiarshtp. Rather than anylhing else, it is this fact which the book documents

eioquent ly.  in my opinron.  the edrror  should have elaborated on th is subject  in h is rntroduct ion b1'

placing the author in an inlellectuai environment. but he has preierred to ieave his readers in the

iurch. The accurate and extensive indexes which he has adcied. however. make good many of these

cirsadvantages. and it is thanks to these that the present lext can become an objecl of future

research-
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MODERN ARABIC LITERATURE. Compi led anci  edired by ROGER ALLEN. (A Library of

Lr terary Cr i t ic ism.)  New } 'ork.  Ungar.  1987. xxxi r ' ,  370pp. USS75.00.

This voiume comDnses a selection of critrcal exiracts. bv both Arabs and non-Arabs. about some

9(t modern Arab wnters. The exrracts have ireen selecteC from Arabic and Western-ianguage

periodicals and olher sources. and a iarge proportion have been translated rnto Engiish by Roger
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