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THE MIDDLE EASTERN HOLDINGS OF THF. LIBRARY OF THE

UNIVERSITY OF LEIDEN

J.J .  Wi tkan

what foTTows js the text of a paper read at the 3rd Intetnationaf

Conference of l4iddle fastern Librarians in Europe (MEIfOI{),  held

i n  B e r 7 | n ,  6 - 9  A P r i T  7 9 8 1 .

The university Library is entirely dependent on Leiden state

un ivers i ty .  I t s  o r ien ta l  ho ld ings  cons is t  no t  on ly  o f  mater ia ls

of l , l iddle Eastern interest but also of Indonesian, Indj-an,

chi-nese and Japanese print-ed books and manuscripts. Mcrst 1'r inter)

bo<,ks and al l  manuscrlpts are avai lable in the two reading rooms'

one general oriental readlng room and one oriental manuscripts

reading room, which are both located in the maln bui lding of the

Library. Most printed books are avai lable for loan. I lhe Llbrary

wil l  move to a nev, bui lding, which is now under constructlon --

also l-n the centre of Lelden -- and the actual move of the

Oriental department wil l  take place in the autunn of l9B3'

considerable attention and energy are already being devoted tc

preparations for the move. Ttre present address of the Library is:

Rapenburg  7O-74,  P .O.Box 9501,  Le iden,  NetJ rer lands '

H e r e r w i l l s p e a k o n l y o f t h e M i d d l e E a s t e r n h o l d i n g s o f | h e
Library, and mainly about the manuscripts col lect ion at. that '

The l ,eiden University Library is now the only l ibrary in the

Nether lands  wh ich  is  s t i l l  regu la r ly  acqu l r ing  Or ien ta l

manuscr ip ts .  The o ther  un ivers i ty  l ib ra r ies ,  where  no  grea t

or : ien ta l  cc , i lec t jons  are  found anywayr 'a re  no t  expand ing  the i r

p resent  o r len ta l  manuscr ip t  ho ld ings .

S ix  years  ago Le iden Un ivers i ty  ce lebra ted  i t s  four th

c e n t e n a r y . B u t a l r e a d y s h o r t l y a f t e r i t s f o u n d a t i o n i n l 5 T 5 t h e
f i rs t  o r ien ta l  manuscr ip ts  and Pr ln ted  books ,  ma in ly  Arab ic

(amongst  t t tem,  one in  Samar i tan  charac ters )  and uebrew,  a r r i ved

f rom severa l  sources ,  the  main  co l lec t ion  in  the  ear ly  days  be ing

rhe sca l iger  bequest  o f  l5o9  .  tn  I6p  Jacobus Go l ius  b rought

back  la rge  co l lec t ions  o f  manuscr lp t ! ,  matn ly  Arab ic ,  f rom A leppo

and Is tanbu l .  About  2oo cop ies  o f  these are  s t i t rL  in  Le iden,  bu t

abcut  tw ice  as  man) ,were  so ld  by  auc t j .on  a f te r  h is  death  and are

now fo r  the  grea ter  par t  p reserved w i th ln  the  Marsh  co l lec t ion  in

the  Bod le ian  L ib rary ,  Oxford .

By  fa r  the  most  impor tan t  co l lec t ion  o f  manuscr lp ts  to  a r r i ve

in  Le iden was the  Warner  bequest .  Lev inus  Warner ,  a  f r iend  and

p u p i l o f G o l i u s , h a d b e e n f o r m a n y y e a r s t h e D u t c h R e s i d e n t
(whose status was approxinately equivalent to that of

arnbassador at the t ime) to the Porte in Istanbul- '  During his

stay there he took part in the intel lectual l i fe of the city and

was constantly in purs,- i i t  of manrrscripts .  Prini,ed Arabic books

were Lhen not yet prod-' . : ' :ed in Islanic countr les'Vihen he died

i: is col lect ion amountea to more than l ,ooo voLumes, a-bout Boo of

wh ich  were  Arab ic  manuscr ip ts ,  together  w i th  some Pers ian ,  Turk ish

ani cu_ite a la,rge col ler:t ion (about eighty volumes) of Hebrew



manuscrlpts. A11 these arr ived safely in Lelden and st i . l r  formt h e  c o r e  o f  t h e  f s l a m i c  c o l ] e c t i o n .

Amorg then, are, for exampre, a copy of Abi ru53"6,s Ghari i ,aL-had i th ,  ? r i t ten  on  paper  and cop ied  in  the  year  A .H.  252,  theunj-que manuscript_of lbn_Hazm,s lawq a|_l ianEna-, the only knowncopy of al-Buhturi 's farai ' ia, and the unique copy of the f irsts i x  b o o k s  o f  E u c t i d ' s " E r e m e n t s '  i - n  t h e  v e r s i o i ' o i  a r - n a i l i j "These exampres are by no means exceptiopar in this renirkabrecol- lect ion. No such spectacular acquisit ions were made i-n thefo l low ing  centur ies ,  bu t  the  L ib rary  has ,  up  to  the  present  day ,always been in a poslt ion to purchase manuscripts from dif ferentsources. Furthernore, i t  has received several beguescs. rn thiscentury a rargre bequest was the snouck Hurgronje colrect ion ofmore than r,ooo rndonesian manuscriptsr incruding a considerabrenunber of Arabic texts from Indonesia. Recently the Library

;: : : : : :a 
rhe manuscripts colrect lons of Franz r ieschner and Rene

As you al l  know the acquislt lon of manuscripts cannot beplanned' as nobody knows u.r"r"t ,""a what wilr  be offered on themarket '  However, the Board of covernors of the university has inpast years always been very understanding and generous inal locatlng funds for tne pirrctra""-"f  Oriental iurr, , ,"". fpt".  As aresurt '  about L,2@ Ara-bic manuscripts and a few hundred perslanand Turkish manuscrlpts have Ue"n ,years 
vtrt /Ls rrdve Deen acqulred over the past twenty

r wir l  novr say a word about the catalogues of the Leidenorientar manuscripts correction. Trre. ordest catal0gue st ir l  inuse is the one started by Dozy in l85t and contin"" i  OV hj-m andn ls  successors  fo r  about  twen ly  years .  fhe i r  ca ta l0gue was tohave contained descript ions or-. ir  o; i""; i - ;" ; ; ;" ; ; ; ."  in 
-tne

co l lec t lon .  l t r i srndonesian _""""":i:ii'dn:iJ::;; :l; :il:iil.il4,"i.*",",.cut altogether. olT:"nn tfre olzy catalogrue gave, at the t ime ofrcs compretion' a ful l  survey or irre Middle Eastern manuscrlptholdings of the r ibrary, t t .- . . . ."" ions poured in so rapidly andin such nurnbers that i i  was decided to n.k. an Arablc catal.gue.This one was never completed" rhe second volume dates fron lgoTand is rrr i t ten, t ike i ts pr"a."""Jor, in Latin. Both catalogrueshad been arranged according to subject, whi.ch ref lect.s the purelyphirological purposes they were melnt to serve. From +:his ki-ndof arrangement i t  fol lows th.t  th;-;uthor of a catarogue has todlsmerober the composite manuscrip;",  so to speak. T*rat, i"n myview' is a major cisadvantage rr;-*n-i-ch the verzeictyt is derorienta. l ischen Handschrif tei rn aeutsch_lald also suff,ers.
But back to the t: td: l  catalogue: although a catalogue wasdes i red ,  none was ac tua l l y  made.  Unt i l  1946 the  keeper  o foriental rnanuscrlpts and printed books hras c.o.r,  ar" i ionk, whowas possessed of such wide erud.i t ion that he was considered,during t-}. :e thirty lears.of l : : .s emplolnrent in the l j -brary, to beits waLki 'ng rnanuscripts'  6a.gs-r-"q;;:-  r , i lhen he di,ed, the need of a

b I



catalogue once rnore became urgent. To provlde a practlcalsorution ttre then keeper or de orientar col lect l ln, p.voorhoeve,publlshed 1n 1g57 his t /andr. ist of Arabic ,anuscripts, wrltren lnEnglish. I t  gives, for most Arablc manuscrlpts ln the l lbrary,the t i t le '  the author, a short reference to Brockernann, the dateof copying, the nu.mber of pages and the class mark, but nothlngmore' I ' rre l iand-lrst is arranged arphabetrcarly accordlng to thetl t le of the text, and unti t ied te-xts r,rere arranged according tosubJect. The issue of 5Oo copies wenr out of prlnt about tenyears  ago,  and las t  year r in  1990,  l t  rdas  dec lded to  have i tphotomechanicaLly reprlnted and cons{derably "r, f . i f .O. The slzewas increased by ahout 2OO pages. but no manuscripts acqulredsince the p.brlcation of the i tret edlt ion were descrtbed 1n thesecond edit ion- The Llbrary ls now discusslng the posslblr i ty oft ie publ icat l .n of an extensive catal0gue of Arabic manus.crlpts,
:h.t . l  

wl l l  be prepared, at least in the inlt lal  phase, by ne.r had hoped that the f lnanciar arrangements would take ress t lme.tsad ttrey done do, a f lrst fasclcule could have been pubrlshed bythe end of 1981. For practlcal and f inancl_al reasons 1t wasdecided to publ ish a yearly fasclcule of arourrd loo pages. Everyfour or f lve years an lntroductory sheet, indexes .ni .  bindingare  to  be  supp l ied ,very  rouch a lon !  the  l lne  o f  Br l l r rsEncaclopaedia of rsram. slmurtaneJusry wlth t ir .  .orpr"t lon of eachvol 'me i t  is intended to publ lsh a colrect ion of alr datedspec'mens described 1n that vol 'me, in order to provide materialsfor a history of Arablc palaeographyand codicology. But theseare only great expectatlons as ,ro orr" knows how the economicrecess ion  w i l l  have i t s  e f fec ts  on  these pro jec ts .
To complete my survey

s ta te  o f  a f fa i - rs  w i th  the
manuscr ip ts :

I  wl l l  now glve a short l lst of the
cataloguing of the other Middle Eastern

Turkish manuscl lglg. The most recent catalogue is the one byooffitors. Hrrnaiias of Turklsh manuscripts havebeen acqui-red since then. r 'he corlect lon nor4, conprises around5OO volumes-

*,P. 
The sj-tuation is the sa,oe as for the'rurKlsh manuscripts'  For a few years now there has been a cardcatarogueo whlch is falrry up to date. The col lect ion conslstsof around 5OO volumes.

.-%: 
a supplement to the Latin catalogue bysce j -nschne ider  (1859)  was pub l ished in  the  ser ies  ,Cod ices

Manuscript i '  of manuscript catalogues Ln L977 (by A.van derrieide). Since then onl-y a few geirew manuscripts have beenacquired. The col lect ion now conprises some 2OO vclumes.
^_^A:pgnial loanl+scripts. I tre bulk-of the Armeni.r,  or.r, ,ru". ipts erascataloguec by t ' racler in 1g24. only a few manuscripts have beenacquired since then. ! ' rre correction comprises about go volumes.
-^l t fr iopi-an 

maru-scripts. untir  quite recently the Library hardrypossessed any E+-hiopi in manuscri, f ts, but then several smalrercr '1lect 'ens and one large colrecl ion wer:e purchased. A catalogue'by  H ' -q -Sergew)  now ex is r 'a  in  d ra f t .  The cor lec t ion  is  nade upof arour, l  9O voi_uurr,es.
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- P:9B . rhese are rhematerials which atw.y-TEfT-EEG"n two stoots, if one preparescatalogues accordj.nq to 1anguage. Jn thj-s catalogue wlII  bedescr ibed personar  a rch ives  o f  schorars ,  ther r  personar  no tes ,l -e t te r  co l lec t ions ,  t rave logues,  e tc .

Minor Islamic and/or Mlddle Eastern col lect ions in Leidencontain a few Albanian, Georgian, Kurdlsh, Malagasy and Urdumanuscripts. An important Islamlc col lect ion, in:.1n, however,fal ls outside the scope of this conference, as 1t is not MrddleEastern, ls the Malay col lect ion, wi-th l5OO volumes the largestcol lect ion of Malay nanuscripts outside rndonesia. Ttrese are nowbeing catarogued in a proje. l  tr"t  1s f inanced by funits comingfrom the curturar trealy between rndonesla and t ire Netherrands.
Finarry, a short word may be said about t f ie funds wlth whichtJ.e current catalogulng proJects are f lnanced. The Librarypubrishes a serles of nanuscripts catalogues, under the serlesn^re 'codices 

Manuscript i i ,  of which noirtwentyvorumes haveappeared' These contain both western and oriental materiars"It 'e unr" 'ersity gives a subsldy for each project and distr j-butes-.e :atarogue. Later, the universi-ty receives i- ts share of the: : : : : , ' - ,  r f  any"  Unt i l  now i t  has  never  been d i f f i cu l t  to  p rocure .s - : : : , c ren t  funds  fo r  these pub l ica t ions .  The L tbrary  j . s  no t ,i- : !ever, in the posit lon to offer t , .e author" ";-;- ; ; talogue anysaiary or appointment. This means that the authors usuarly hordai '  academic appointrnent already and that, as a rule, no new posts3a-.,  be created for the prr.po"".

Appendix: The Leiden. Catalogues
-  R . P . A . D o z y  ( e . a . ) ,  C a t a l o g u s  C o d i c u m  O r i e n t a l _ i u n

: : : i ] " : l : :ae-Academiae Lusdu io  Batavae.  (vo ls .  r ,  11 ,  Le j ,denr c J a ;  v o l s .  r I I ,  I V ,  b y  p . d e  J o n g  a n d  M . J . d e  G o e j e ,  L e i d e nL 8 b 5 - 1 8 6 6 ;  v o l  .  V ,  b y  I , r . t , a .  G o . j e ,  L e i d e n  l B 7 3 ;  v o l . .  V I  b yy . T . H o u t s m a ,  L e i d e n  t B 7 7 ) .  V o l .  V  c o n t a i n s  a l s o  d e s c r i p t i o n s  o f:anuscr ip ts  in  o ther  co l lec t ions  in  the  Nether lands .-  R 'P 'A  'Dozy ,  ' vo t i ces  sur  gueJgue.s  manuscr i ts  a raDes.  Le ideni E 4 7 - l B 5 l
-  P 'de  Jong '  ca tarogus  cod icum cr ien ta f iun  B ib r io thecae Academiae?eg iae  Sc ien t ia rum,  e tc .  Le iden 1g62.  Conta ins  descr ip t ions  o f--r 'e oriental manuscripts in the - j- ibrary of the Royar Netherr-andsA:ademy of Arts and Sci-ences in Ansterdam. I,he Oriental-:anuscripts from this r- ibrary are now in the r,eiden universityL ib rarv  on  pennanent  loan.
-  C.Landberq ,  Cata . fagae de  manuscr i ts  a rabes  provenant  d ,unebibl ' ioth'bque prlvde ) E'. I- ,rrealn. "t  uppu.tenant h l-a Maison Bri,-L.Le iden 1 i l8 : i '  T t r i s  cor lec t ion  was pr : rchased by  Le iden un ivers i ty .-  M 'J 'de  Goe je  and M.T-Houtsma,  ca ia l0gus  cod icum Arab icorumBibl iothecae Acadeniae Lugrd.uno_Batavae. (Vol.I ,  Leiden lgBB;t " o I  .  I I ,  i ,  b y  M .  . i . d e  G o e j e  a n d  T " W . J u y n b o l 1 ,  L e i d e n  i g o ? )  ,-  P ' \ ' zee ; - r ' ' r ' eve ,  Ha ' ' l f j s t  o " f  Arab ic  Manusar ip ts ,  € tc .  Le iden - r ,g57"ie :cnC e- . -a . rged e . ,  - . i  t ion :  I ,he  Hagu, : r ,  e tc  .  I9BO "  (Cod ices

Y3..-:scr:: ' - : :  ,  7) .  i tre l lanC-?.jst co.l taj_ns al l  A,r:a-bic manuscripts
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described tn the above-mentloned 
cataloguest together wrLrr e'e

1"""."t""" uP to 1957 '

some recentlv acsulred Arablc 1'H:::::;t:':"1i"'::""it";''
- ".,:Iil^l"illfi:ili;, iTiJ"Sll"H;;-zr'i"ntutis 30 (Ie73)'
R e n e  B a s s e E  \ l s : '

tl,i:"*li,*:"i:,1]'lii,,'*;'r!i:":"*:::'t':;l::H:?,o'",o'.',.
Hisroricar conrents Acquired bv *: ";;;;;.;-;n 

Islam (Amsterdaro

l i - . . r ' i t i t ' r  i n  E ' v a n  D o n z e r  ( e d ' ) '

Lg14 ) ,  PP '92 - l l o '

Other Middle Eastern cof lec1111""u^ 
Hub'utotun Bibliotbecae

- ":;;;l""chneider ' cataTosu: ?:'^:'
Academiae nugauno'-Laruuu..- 

Leiden IB5B' Universitg

- Albert t'u" dt"tt"tLf,J'- "O'"* llanuscripts of Letden

,,f,-,-,-,i. Leiden ;;;;- ("odi""" iii:"::l:ll;rlll,;- \r"_",junn,n#^i witn
-  F .Mac ler  t  Rappor t  sur  une rn jss rc

Hoftande, pun"n-i l*"" i- iuia"'  " l !-  Paris 1924' PP'r:

the Leiden "orrtiirll li-a*""r"n manuscript""^^ 
..'

Ttre History of oriental and/or Arabtc Studies in the

Netherlands ls treated byt 
,rclze Beoefenaars van het

- w . M . c' Juv nbo I i"'"lZ'Z "t1t:1:;:t:'"" Ize Beoe f enaar s

lTii:;:'il *:zi:x; ,:";:t:'13"';"" in ite 78e en ree eeuw'

p"-t"" i"na Lg2g' .  r^. ' inrrs warnet and his I ,gacg' Three

-  c.wa.J.Drey,es (e.a.)  ,  rn.uiny ,Y' ; ; ;  , I l -1. ,n universi ts Librars '

c"iiuii"t' rEgatum watnerianum tn' . ; : - ; ; ; ; t '  
isro ' - ' ic studies jn the-NetherTands'

-  J .Brugman and F .schrbder : ' : t : ; -ah  
in  nngr is t \  and in  Arab ic ' .

"*i."-irrB (re7s-le7e) . t:*" ::i""i.Z'"'riZ"use ambassade bij- ̂

- A.H.ae crootl 
- 
re- aZ'tex""::-:::"tr?"or"t*t'iu*'""'n""{"'1'u een 78e

de Verheven Potte voot de studte

""u". Leiden 
_tun",onou" Goljus ( lsg6-r667) en zi jn handschti f ten'

-  J . J . W l t l ( a m ' J
Le iden I9Bo '
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