
26r ) f lppP vg1t ig11t ;

E.- l  ,  Bri l i .  Cataiogttt 's(to. . '1 C)tt l l rr t tott  ot . l ralt t t  land a trrr Turktsh and pff i lan) lvIanu-
' , r ; p t .  l . r : 7 4 ! 1 l t c :  , ) n d  I ) a t t '  i t t  . 1 r . t h t ,  . \ l , u r t r r ' r r I t '  1 ) a r j  r , / ' r l r , {  L J r J i r ) C u t  t t t  ! 1  ( . r , i l c r t r . r r ;
, ,1  - - l r , t i r l ,  , \ l , r l r t , i i r t l t t . .  r?  I la  P( r . { . i r ' , i j ,o r l  t r /  F" . - /  Br r l i  ( -o rnpr lcd  br  l ) r .  } ) .  \  t ' . rn  Kor r rng , -
vc l r l  . t t t t l  l ) r .  Q.  A i -5 . r t t t r r r . r ; .  L r ' tdcn  i9 t f1 .  N  .  r ' r i r .  t  Xr ,  pp .  q11 l r lL lc lu lg . t  ( .h ro l l ( t loerca l
I I rd r ' r .  . in  lndex  o f  Person\ .  a l r  Indrx  o t -Tr t l c . .  a r rd  a  Gc.ncra l  lndcx) .  H f l  + j . -

l \ {e ' rs r :  F -  l .  I l r i l l  ( ) i -  f  c rde l )  havc  ce lebra tcd  t i l c  o rc r : ron  o i -  t i te  l \ \ue  o f  rher r  soo th
r ' . l t r1 ( )qu( -  h r  p t rb l : rh rnq  r  c r ta losuc  o ia  \e idcnon o f  ther r  Arabrc  MSS Sp ic t rd rd l . ,
pnntc -d  \ \ ' r th  ( ) \ re r  onc  hundred i l lus r ra r ronr .  n rarn j l  o1-  co lophon: .  th r r  ca !a loque rs
r t ( ) t .  ho \ \cv r ' r .  : l I r  c \ .cPr lon  r ( )  thc  i in ( '  uh ich  the  F : lousc  o t - l J r i l l  sccr r r r  to  har -c  been
pLlrsr.ung htt- lr ' .  In thr-s rcspcct nrentiorl  rhould be nradc of rt i  catalogue: Di lcr, i ior- i
i  r9 l3 ) .  Ph i lo io .q ta  ( ) r ren ta l i s  ( r97 f r )  I -u rc ica  ( r9 r ( r )  e tc . ,  u 'h ich  equa l lv  dese rve  our
. td r t t t r l t : t , r t  l i r r  ther r  e l re tu l  cxecut lon  and the  r lu : l l i r \  o f  ther r  ( 'o l r tcn t \ .  A  l . lndnrark
rL l r 'h  as  N. r  566 rhou ld  l )o t  p : rs \  bv  s ' i thou t  \ ( )n )c  record  o i i t .  Wc are  s l l rc  tha t  t i r r r
c l t , l l oguc , ' r ' i i l  t l nd  r ts  duc  p lacc  anror lq  the  re ic renr 'e  uorks .  l i kc  thc  soorh  ca ta logue\
o i  K . \x ' .  Hrc rsenrann (Le ipzrg  192: )  and.  ro  a  lesser  exrenr .  o i  o t io  H l r rasrour rz
(Wicsbadcn r966) ,  a l rd  a lso  l i ke  p rev ious  ca ta loques  o f  Br i l l  (Landbere  (Le iden 1883) :
Houts r t ta r  (Le iden r8 [ i6 )  ;  Houtsnra :  (Le iden t8 f i9 )  ) .  Wherea:  the  ia r re r  ca ta logues
\ \ -e re  t .o l r lp i led  accord inq  to  t l ' l e  needs  o i  ther r  dar ' .  r .e .  l ronr  a  pure l \ ,  phr lo logrca l
p t l ln t  o i  v icu .  th i i  ca ta loquc  shou ' :  the  in f luence o i  an  aux iharv  sc lcnce u 'h rch  ha '
on i r  recenr lv  madc l t \  appcarance in  Arab ic  b ib l rograph i  :  cod lco loq \ .

A t r touq the  :7x  i t c r r rs  o l l c red  fo r  ra lc  (a t . r  to ta l  pncc  o1- ,1 -2 i - \ .ooo)  sor r re  MSS.  a re
consp icuous .  we menr ion  here  on lv  the  r rea t isc  o i  Ibn  Hudhav l  on  Ho lv  War  and
( . a v a i r r '  ( N o .  4 A ,  r 4 t h  c e n r . ? r .  a  v e r \  o l d  t o p r  o f  G . r r . r h a r i i '  f u r r r o u .  d i c r r o n a r v
(No.  :9  1 r ) .  r  r  1 t2 th  ccn t .? ) ,  o t tc  o f  t l - rc  fcu ,  k r r , ,u 'n  cop ie r  o f  thc  r r ranua l  on  r l r .  c . ,u , -
por i t to t r  o f  iega l  docur r tc t t t r  bv  rhc  Morocc : rn . iu r rs r  . r l -Wanshar ish t  (No rq :A .  r8 th
ccnt .? )  and a  t rea t lsc  on . ]s t ro r lonr r  b r  . l l -B i run i  u i th  \on lc  l l th -  o r  l4 th -ccp tur \
no tes  tn  La t r t r .
The hope exprcsscd br  the  le r rned au thor \  in  ther r  p re tace  ' rha t  

thesc  MSS.  u ' i l l
col l le l l l to sorrre publ ic inst i tut ion r. l 'hrch u' i l i  rrr lkc thcnr avarlable for schoiars. *. i th-
out hesltat ion and without difhcult ies' does not seeln to have come true. The entire
col l t-ct ion \r 'as sold in Iulv r 978 ro an anonyntous (a Saudt Arabran ?) col lcctor, for which
t ransac t ron  Dr .  R .M.  Bur re l l  o f  the  Dept .  o f  H is to rv  o f  the  Schoo l  o f  Or ienra l  and
Af r ican  Stud tes  tn  London ac ted  as  an  in te ' r r r redrary .  Enqur r res  to  h in r  about  the  present
u 'hereabouts  o f  the  MSS. .  the i r  p resent  o \ \ 'ner .  thc  poss ib ihn 'o f  ob ta in ing  nr ic ro f i lms
ar.rd questions of copvrighr in case of publ ishing, have so far vielded no resulr.  pur-
ch : rs ins ; r  co l iec t io r r  l i ke  th is  onc .  inc ludrnu  i t s  pnnred ca ta logue,  indeed f l rs  rn  u ' i th
Saudt Arabran investtnent pattcrns. r ' iz. to acquire sophrst icated pro.lccts on a cash-
on-the-l tai l  basrs. bc rt  ful lv equrpped harbours. oi l  ref ineries, unrversitres. conrplete
towns.  o r  -  .  .  co l lec t rons  o f  MSS.
No'"r ' that \^:e must fear that this col lect ion wil l  not be avai lable to interested scholars

for sonte t inte we cannot but bc grateful to the authors of the catalogue for having
inc luded so  n lanv  i l l us t ra t ions  ( r22  to  be  exac t ) .  Most  o i  these are  concer r - red  u , i th  a
fea ture  o f  Arab ic  MSS.  u , 'h ich  is  s t i l l  verv  r r ruch  neg leced:  the  co lophon.  S t ress ing  the
l l l rportance of the colophon ol-a MS. rnav sound a truism to the irudent of Weitern
MSS. .  bu t  r t  shou ld  bc  bornc  rn  I t t ind  rh . r t  in  th t -  s tudv  o f  a l l  Onenra l  MSS.  (no t  on lv
Arab ie  MSS. )  rnodent  codtco los lca l  conccpt .  a r t  s r r l l  a l r ros t  unrvcrsa l l r .  ignored.

One can see from the fact that thrs catalogue bears several t i t les at a t lrne that the
authors  taccd  a  d i le rn rn . r .  whethcnn .o , l ,p i I .  a  n rere  sa les  ca ta logue or  a  scho la r l r '
reference t 'ork. They'have tr ied to solve this problenr bv dorng br-rt ir  at the sarne t irne
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Thev have certainlv succeeded ln attalnrng thc Ibrrrrcr. Lrut not. at iea\t not to the \anle
e x t e n t .  t h e  l a t t e r  g o a l .  T h e  d e s , , r t p t t o t t s  a r e  o r :  t l r t ' r r . h o l c . . r t ' t u r l r c  e n o u g h .  b u r  t h c
nr . r te r ia i  con ta ined 1n  the  ca ta logue doe\  nor  rc . r l l r  , r l i on  t i rc  au th( ) r \  to  nan ic  r t  l , . i ' -
ta l i t r t :  and  [ )a te :  in .4 rah ie  , \ lanusr r t1 r t - i .  l11 i ;1 i11 lc \ ; ] r )d  d l te .  l rc  ln ]p ( ) r tan t  tb r  thc  r tud i
o f  MSS. .  bu t  the  au thor \  o f  th r :  ca ta logue h lvc  n r \s fd  thc , . rppor tunrn ' to  re l i  u \  1 { ,h } '
thev  ar t ' so  unpor tan t  in  th rs  case l f  one ta i ies  a  look  l t  the  chrono logrca l  rndex  iuse iu l
and accura te)  a t  the  end o f  the  ca ta loguc .  onc ' t i r rd '  tha t  thc :? [  r rc l r l s  a re  d r r - rdc 'd  i r - r tc '

394 da tab le  en t i t ies .  C) f  thesc .  on l r '  : :o  bcar  exac t  d l rcs .  thc  o thcr r  a re  esun iare :
accura te  on lv  to  the  centur r ' .  Of  thesc : :o  on l r  ( ) :  N{SS.  a r r , 'da ted , r r id  loca l rzed q ' i th

cer ta lnn .  in  43  p laces .  Of  these 4- t  p lacc \  no  feuer  than .24  ar r ' \ r t l r : r red  rn  Anatoha and
what  used to  be  European Turker ' .  end o i - thc  re rnarn lng  r9  no  tcuer  than tz  a re
sr tua ted  rn  o ther  p rov inces  o i  the  ib r rner  ( ) r tonran  c r ] rp r r r :  (A f r i can  te rn to r lcs  no t
rncluded). The ma-jorrtv of there - ir  placc: are rcpresentecl rn thrs catalogue bv rela-
t i v e l v  r e c e n t  M S S .  ( i I - I 3 t h  c e n t .  A H i , - - 1 c ; t h  c e n t  ) .  T h r \  c a n  h a r d l v  b c  s t v l e d  a
representative sarnple for anv research and r,r 'ould not. therelore, appear to.tust i fv the
general t i t ie given to the catalogue bv the authors. But apart i lonr this rnisleadrng
ti t le. Bri l l 's -sooth cataiogue is a successiul vcnture and a worthv conrnrernoratron of
nrore than a centurv of hiehlv speciahzcd booksclhne
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Seyen Sperimens ol 'Arabrt L4anuscripts Preserved in tht 'L- ibrary ol the L:nruersrty oi 'Letden.
Presented to the Part icipancs of the 9th Congress of Arabic and Islamic Studres,
Amsterdam,  r -6  September  rg '78 .  Le iden.  E . , ] .  Br i l l .  r978.  f  ' .20  pp . .Hf l r5 .  - .

The present book tr, 'as djstnbuted as a gif t  fronr the pubirshing house Bri l l  of Leiden
and Leiden Universit .v Library to the part icipants in a conFares\ oiArabists and islamists.

I t  wi l l  be useful chief ly to students of Arabic paiaeographr' ,  and especial lv to beginners
in the f ield. The seven specimens (al l  of rrth-t2th-centurv Arabic lr4SS. on a varietv

of sublects, al l  dated and nearlv al l  local ized) are reproduced in col lotvpe of great

clari t1.,  with a ful l  or part ial  transl i terarion in Arabic characters on the opposite page.

where also detai ied descriptrons of the MSS. and notes on palaeographical pecul iari t ies

and punctuation are given. Elementary as this seems, i t  is a noveln' in Arabic palaeo-

graphy. Apart from a section of Arabic MSS. in the Oriental Series of rhe Facsint i les

of Manuscripts and Insuipt iof l .r .  publ ished by W. Wright ior the Palaeographical Societv
(London r8ZS-8:),  no book has been published on these l ines before the present work,

It  is at once clear that the compiler leaned heavi lv on S. Harrison Thonrson's Latin

Bookhands o-l  the Later Middle Ages ttoo-15o0 (Carnbridge 1969) as iar as the Presenta-
t ion of his material is concerned. The book is concluded with a nret iculous index s'hich

deserves special mention for the wav the conrpi ler 's remarks on Palaeographv and

punctuation as they appear in the course of rhe book are Put together

. N O N Y M O U S


