Course of Islamic paleography by Jan Just Witkam
Tasks for the student:
1. Read the bibliographical description of the manuscript.

2. Carefully compare the images of the manuscript with the proposed transliteration. Get accustomed
with peculiarities of this hand.

3. Transcribe in the same way a considerable portion of that part of the manuscript which has not been
transliterated. Start where the given transliteration ends. See how far you come.

4, Note remarkable or unusual ligatures and make a list of these.

5. Make an inventory of all signs and peculiarities which are different from modern practice.

MS Leiden Or. 494

Persian, paper, 547 ff., nastalig script, illuminated and illustrated, dated Saturday 15 Ramadan 840/1437, copied
by Imad al-Din ‘Abd al-Rahman al-Katib (colophon on f. 547a), The colophon uses the term katabahu, which
implies that the illustrations and illuminations in this manuscript are made by someone different from the
copyist. All miniatures but one have been extensively reworked at a later date, full-leather Islamic binding with
flap, with coloured ornamentation (borders and medallion).

Shahnama, by Manstr Abt al-Qasim Firdawsi TasT (c. 934-c. 1020). CCO 631 (11, p. 108). The miniatures in this
volume have been surveyed in Jill Norgren & Edward Davis, Preliminary Index of Shah-Nameh Illustrations. Ann
Arbor 1969.

The miniatures of the present manuscript have now all been included in the Shahnama Project, which is
managed by Dr. Charles Melville of Cambridge University.
http://shahnama.caret.cam.ac.uk/shahnama/faces/user/index.
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Firdawsi, Shahnama, dated Saturday 15 Ramadan 840 (1437), copied by Tmad al-Din ‘Abd al-Rahman al-Katib.
MS Leiden, Or. 494, colophon on f, 547a.
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Firdawsi, Shahnama, MS Leiden, Or. 494, f. 260b.

© Course in palaeography. Copyright, Jan Just Witkam, Leiden, The Netherlands, 2007




Firdawst, Shahnama, MS Leiden, Or. 494, f. 261a.
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